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1. | Restoration of India’s only French-medium girls high school nearing
completion
YRA & THATA French-medium e §1§ IHd BT ARITIT ST [T A Bt
3R

2.
Bandh called by Maoists passes off peacefully in A.P.
3y U= | HrNarfeal gRT gAran 4T §¢ ifd | "ud
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India emerges champion in T20 Blind Women’s WC
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Lakshya clinches Australian Open
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BIG SHOT

A
Ahandout photo taken in 2023 shows a researcher standing in front of the world’s largest spiderweb inside the ‘Sulphur Cave’ at the Greece-Albania border, which scientists
reported last week. The web measures over 100 sa. m and hosts some 1.1 lakh spiders. AFp
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A handout photo taken in 2023 shows a researcher standing in front of the world’s largest
spiderweb inside the ‘Sulphur Cave’ at the Greece-Albania border,which scientists
reported last week. The web measures over 100 sq. m and hosts some 1.1 lakh spiders.

Breaking the cycle

"~ A

Call for change: People shout slogans and hold placards at a demonstration against sexual violence, femicide, and all gender-based
violence ahead of the International Day for Elimination of Violence Against Women on November 25, in Istanbul on Sunday. Ap

People shout slogans and hold placards at a demonstration against sexual violence,
femicide, and all gender-based violence ahead of the International Day for Elimination of
Violence Against Women on November 25, in Istanbul on Sunday.
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Restoration of India’s only
French-medium girls high
school nearing completion

S. Prasad

PUDUCHERRY

After facing much delay,
the restoration and redeve-
lopment of the decades-
old Pensionnat De Jeunes
Filles, India’s only French-
medium girls high school

run by the Puducherry go-
vernment, is nearing
completion.

Much delayed

The foundation for the re-
construction of the school,
located on the Beach Road,
was laid in February 2023.
The work was to have been
completed in March this
year. But the project ran in-
to delays. The Puducherry
Smart City Development
Limited (PSCDL) terminat-
ed the work order issued to
the contractor. It issued a
fresh work order to NBCC
(India) Ltd., a Central go-
vernment undertaking, for
completing the work by
August 2024.

The PSCDL has now
planned to get the project
completed by December
this year. The Indian Na-
tional Trust for Art and
Cultural Heritage (INTACH)
is the architectural consul-
tant for the PSCDL, while

Revarnpmg legacy: The heritage bmldmg has a colonnaded
portico, a teak staircase and a wooden-louvered shutter.

Puducherry Technological
University is the structural
consultant. The project
cost is 7.5 crore.

An official said, “When
the restoration began, the
aim was to retain the build-
ing’s heritage value. The
structure was restored on
the basis of the methods,
techniques, and materials
used in its original con-
struction. The damaged
portions of the Madras tile
roofing was removed and
relaid in the same pattern
with lime mortar. About
85% of the work has been
completed.”

The two-storey French
architecture building was
provisionally shut, along
with two other govern-
ment schools that func-

tioned out of heritage
buildings in 2014, after the
144-year-old Mairie (Town
Hall) on the Beach Prome-
nade collapsed.

Threat in 1980s

After the building was
closed, the students were
shifted to another school
on Mission Street. In the
1980s, the building faced a
different threat: a proposal
came up to demolish it to
make way for a govern-
ment building. Protests
broke out, and parents and
teachers petitioned the go-
vernment for preserving
the building. The then Lt.
Governor, T.P. Tiwari,
passed an order in 1984 to
save the building from de-
molition.

Restoration of India’s only French-medium girls high school nearing

completion

YRd & THATA French-medium WB@WWWWWﬁHﬁ AR

e Point 1
Restoration of India’s only French-medium girls high school nearing completion

HRd & THHTA French-medium TR 8T8 T@d &1 TR0 S [ gH &1 iR @
e Point2
After facing much delay, the restoration and redevelopment of the decades-old Pensionnat
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De Jeunes Filles, India’s only French-medium girls
high school run by the Puducherry government, is
nearing completion.

FIDT ot BT AT HRA & d1G, GRPT R
Pensionnat De Jeunes Filles, S HRd D[ UhHA
French-medium WE@W% 3R gga“& WPR
ERT TS ST 7, IYBT IR 3R FAfIprg Pt
PRIGER R

The foundation for the reconstruction of the school,
located on the Beach Road, was laid in February } ﬂ '
2023. AN

Beach Road TR fUd ST @ & YAMHAII Bi -id Brax] 2023 H 3@ 78 ot
The work was to have been completed in March this year.

o1f 39 o A & T e AU

But the project ran into delays.

GRS

The Puducherry Smart City Development Limited (PSCDL) terminated the work order issued
to the contractor.
%ducherry Smart City Development Limited (PSCDL) 7 3%aR &1 SIRI B4 TR IE B
It issued a fresh work order to NBCC (India) Ltd., a Central government undertaking, for
completing the work by August 2024.

2T NBCC (India) Ltd., ST U& 5l TRBHRY SUHH &, DI 3R 2024 IF H1 guf 3 &
fore = o anrc=r SRy faan

The PSCDL has now planned to get the project completed by December this year.
PSCDL 7 (¥ 39 aY f3¥aR da URAISHT & Q-1 F &1 Aol §18 §

The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) is the architectural
consultant for the PSCDL, while Puducherry Technological University is the structural
consultant.

Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) PSCDL & fom dRg
RTARIEIT 8, Siafd Puducherry Technological University GXaTe® TRIHRIGT 8

The project cost is 7.5 crore.

URGISHT TTd 37.5 BRI ©

An official said, “When the restoration began, the aim was to retain the building’s heritage
value.
TP BRI A BT, “oId GARIUA Y= o, a1 359 HRA & heritage value BT T 7T
o

The structure was restored on the basis of the methods, techniques, and materials used in its
original construction.

TR B 39D JA 00T & IuanT Bt 75 fafrt, da-iion! SR IRl & SMUR IR YR
fopam

The damaged portions of the Madras tile roofing was removed and relaid in the same
pattem with lime mortar.

Madras 2T5d Bd & &ffcoRd Gl &1 g g & MR ¥ I Ue § O & avmn
About 85% of the work has been completed.”

T 85% BT TR E IHT B 1”

The two-storey French architecture building was provisionally shut, along with two other
government schools that functioned out of heritage buildings in 2014, after the 144-year-old
Mairie (Town Hall) on the Beach Promenade collapsed.

GI-HfSIAT French architecture dTeil I8 SARA 2014 H SRR &0 9§ o< ol 75 I, 99
Beach Promenade T f&d 144 T¥fg Mairie (Town Hall) 8 77 U1, 31R 9% I/ 37 &I
WHRT WEd ol RS SR H Id 3% &, 3= T &g fovar man

Threat in 1980s

1980 & TP | Wl
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After the building was closed, the students were shifted to another school on Mission Street.
ARG §¢ 8H & §1G B! BT Mission Street T T 37 Wha H RMIdRd &= fear

In the 1980s, the building faced a different threat: a proposal came up to demolish it to make
way for a government building.

1980 & GRI® H, SHRT DI Teh e GdR BT FTHAT HRAT UST: 38 FRIHR Th WHR! SARA
M BT UG T

Protests broke out, and parents and teachers petitioned the government for preserving the
building.

Ry vre=fA g, SR HfHTgdT 3R Rt 3 TART &I WIS FHRA & A WHR J aferest
SRR &Y

The then Lt. Governor, T.P. Tiwari, passed an order in 1984 to save the building from
demolition.

%ﬂaﬁﬁﬁqmﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁwﬁwﬁwﬁaaﬁ%m&mm
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Bandh called by
Maoists passes off

peacefullz in A.P.

The Hindu Bureau
CHINTOOR

The one-day bandh called
by the outlawed Commu-
nist Party of India (Maoist)
against the Maredumilli en-
counters ended peacefully
in Alluri Sitarama Raju dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday.

However, ‘Operation
Sambhav’, in which top
Maoist leader Madvi Hid-
ma was killed in the Mare-
dumilli encounter on No-
vember 19, remains active
in the Maredumilli Agen-
cy. At least 13 Maoists have
been killed in the opera-
tion during the two en-

counters in Maredumilli
Agency on November 18
and 19.

Rampachodavaram De-
puty Superintendent of
Police G. Sai Prasanth told
The Hindu that there was
no response from the pu-
blic to the bandh call given
by the Maoists in the Ram-
pachodavaram division on
Sunday.

Bus services affected

Bus services from Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, and Telanga-
na were halted or diverted
on the tri-State border at
Chintoor in Alluri Sitarama
Raju district on Sunday

night.

Bandh called by Maoists passes
off peacefully in A.P.

3Ty TSR | ArSNaTieal gRI g
4T §¢ JMifd | GuT

. Bandh called by Maoists passes off
peacefully in A.P.

3{f8y Te=T | Arsfiartedt gRT o T §g
i & Fud gal
. The one-day bandh called by the
outlawed Communist Party of India
(Maoist) against the Maredumilli
encounters ended peacefully in Alluri
Sitarama Raju district of Andhra Pradesh
on Sunday.

ufaafia URdg sRgfeRe urdl [@msiard))
BRI AvgHT GHST & faRly & geran
-GN §¢ AAR I T8 T=T o el
@mwﬁﬁﬁmﬁqﬁwgm

However, ‘Operation Sambhav’,

WhICh top Maoist leader Madvi Hidma was
killed in the Maredumilli encounter on
November 19, remains active in the
Maredumilli Agency.
HISIaTd! I Agt fesHr 19 TR B

e Jous d AR U 3, TRgHee! Teidt & Afthg s g |

e Atleast 13 Maoists have been killed in the operation during the two encounters in
Maredumilli Agency on November 18 and 19.

18 X 19 AR &I WgHT Toid H g8 & YoUsI & 9 ¥ HH 13 HIsfiardt IR T 5

o Rampachodavaram Deputy Superintendent of Police G. Sai Prasanth told The Hindu that
there was no response from the public to the bandh call given by the Maoists in the
Rampachodavaram division on Sunday.

Ut guiteSe oifw i Sit. A1 Wi = ¢ Fg ! Sar fs IR &t

IMUrSTaRH fedie | areiianedl gRT fou MU s & 3IgH WR Sl B 3R 9§ Sl gfdfshar

el fiet |

Bus services affected

9 Aa1¢ yyifaq

. Bus services from Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Telangana were halted or diverted on the tri-
State border at Chintoor in Alluri Sitarama Raju district on Sunday night.

3R AT F S-S el o9 Jarsit &I AJaR I reedt WaRTH I

ﬁlﬁ%ﬁgg@aﬁw;ﬁmmwwmQﬁWW|
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India emerges champion
in T20 Blind Women's WC

Press Trust of India
COLOMBO

India won the inaugural
T20 Blind Women’s World
Cup on Sunday, defeating
Nepal by seven wickets in
the final at the P. Sara Oval.

India restricted Nepal to
114 for five after opting to
bowl and then coasted to
117 for three in just 12 overs
to claim the title.

Such was India’s domi-
nance that Nepal managed
just one boundary in its in-
nings. Phula Saren top-
scored for India with an

Skipper Deepika... tears of joy.

unbeaten 44.

India had defeated Aus-
tralia while Nepal put it
across Pakistan in the sem-
ifinals on Saturday. Co-host
Sri Lanka could win only
one game — against USA —
out of the five preliminary
round games.

Pakistan’s Mehreen Ali,
a B3 or partially-sighted
player, was the star batter

in the sixteam tourna-

ment, scoring over 600
runs, including a 78-ball
230 against Sri Lanka. She
also cracked 133 against
Australia.

India emerges champion in T20 Blind Women’s WC

YRd T20 <SS AT [y $Y A AT Tp SWRAT 8

India won the inaugural T20 Blind Women’s World Cup on

Sunday, defeating Nepal by seven wickets in the final at the

P. Sara Oval.

YR A IAJIR I IguIe T20 sTss Alodl f[ay HU Sitd for,
Ul. URT 3{i9d § §U BRA 8 AU Bl Ird fdde ¥ g1 |

India restricted Nepal to 114 for five after opting to bowl and
then coasted to 117 for three in just 12 overs to claim the title.

YR 3 Naarsht 67 o1 f{eved T $ ol AUTd Bl 114 R ufg (4 b

fage do iftrd &R fam 3k fhr Faa 12 aha?ﬁ117uﬁﬂ:rﬁao—d1®ara| |

Such was India’s dominance that Nepal managed just one boundary in its innings. Phula
Saren top-scored for India with an unbeaten 44.

YR &1 Gaaal 31 U1 fas AT 3o+t Ut & FHadt T bl &1 T b1 | Tl IRA A YRd &
for Walfies 44 37 A16TE ST

India had defeated Australia while Nepal put it across Pakistan in the semifinals on Saturday.
Co-host Sri Lanka could win only one game — against USA — out of the preliminary round
games.

YR A AR &l g YT STafds AUTed = [T X B YHBRAd | Ulfdbed™ &1 gxan| Is-
AT SftcidT utd RS B T § Had Th—USA & Raarh—siid e

Pakistan’s Mehreen Ali, a B3 or partially-sighted player, was the star batter in the six-team
tournament, scoring over 600 runs, including a 78-ball 230 against Sri Lanka. She also
cracked 133 against Australia.

T Bt AL 3relt, STt B3 T iRk TRerfia et 8, o8 A & 39 gl A weR
SeiaTd a1, 3514 600 | Hf¥® I F1L, fSraH icicnt & faaw 78 gt &/ 230 37 2 I
IgiH e ferar & Raaws 1t 133 37 s=U
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Lakshya clinches
Australian Open

The 24-year-old, enduring a tough phase after finishing fourth at the

Paris Olympics, caps a resurgent week with a win over Japans Tanaka

event, the Indian celebrat-

year, though he came close

Lakshya clinches
Australian Open

q&a A e fera= 3fu=
StaT

e The 24-year-old, enduring a
tough phase after finishing
fourth at the Paris Olympics,
caps a resurgent week with a
win over Japan’s Tanaka

24 9Ny, & URY 3feifus A

— Ll ed the moment by putting ~ at the Hong Kong Super 9} ¥/ U3 qgﬁ o[+ )
his fingers in his ears. 500 in September when he FT aq @ Q% D)
Press Trust of India “I have seen a lot of ups  finished runner-up. ToR , I
SYDNEY and downs this year, with a Facing World No. 26 Ta- & q-TTdh1 UR Sitdl & 1Y Th
few injuries at the start of naka, winner of two Super IITTITq\?ﬁ m paivei S
fluent Lakshya Sen  the segison. But I kept my 300 titles this year at 51943 . ? % arel Edl
A ended a difficult hard work going through-  Orleans Masters and the US Sid I
stretchontheinter- outthe seasonandlamve- Open, Lakshya displayed e A fluent Lakshya Sen
patio.nal cir»?uit by clinch-  ry happy to end the season control, sharp placement ended a difficult stretch on the
ing his first utlelof the2025 on a good note” .sald apd clean execution, WIap-  intemational circuit by
season, defeating Japan’s Lakshya. “I'mveryexcited, ping up the contest with- clinching his first title of the
Yushi Tanaka in the Austra-  looking forward tothenext  out dropping a game. 9

lian Open men’s singles fi-
nal, here Sunday.

The 24-year-old, endur-
ing a tough phase after fin-
ishing fourth at the Paris
Olympics, capped a resur-

season now and I am really
happy with the way I
played today and this
week.”

Lakshya had last won a
Super 300 title at the Syed

Lakshya said making a
good beginning to the
match was important.

With this victory, the
reigning Commonwealth
Games champion became

2025 season, defeating
Japan’s Yushi Tanaka in the
Australian Open men’s
singles final, here Sunday.

gent week with a com- ModilnternationalinLuck- the second Indian to win a ﬂ'ﬁo?’ TR BidA aT ﬁ HHIW
manding 21-15, 211 win ov-  now in 2024. However, a  BWF World Tour title this  §yd §U 2025 HYel- $T 3{UAT
er 26-year-old Tanaka. top-tier crown had eluded season, following Ayush ERICESIRIRSICICH
After a 38-minute final him since his triumph at  Shetty’s maiden Super 300 e i i
of the $475,000 Super 500  the Canada Open the same  triumph at the US Open. qgﬁ TATDT DI 3"@'%1'&:[
3T I3 Thd Wi o
RfdaR 1 g

Sf HAT

e The 24-year-old, enduring a tough phase after
finishing fourth at the Paris Olympics, capped a
resurgent week with a commanding 21-15, 21-11 win

over 26-year-old Tanaka.

24 gifg faarst A iR P A Y VA R &
TIC IS IHY BT JrHAT b AT, AfP 26 Tufg d-eT
R 21-15, 21-11 B! I Siid & 1Y TP dgd? T8 BT

3id foari

e After a 38-minute finale of the $475,000 Super 500
event, the Indian celebrated the moment by putting his

fingers in his ears.

$475,000 YUX 500 ¢ & 38 A & BIEd & 91,
YR RISTST A 319 HH1 H IfCral SIadhR 39 &07 Bl

e ‘| have seen a lot of ups and downs this year, with a few injuries at the start of the season.
But | kept my hard work going throughout the season and | am very happy to end the season
on a good note,” said Lakshya. “I'm very excited, looking forward to the next season now and

| am really hap

B 39 a9

py with the way | played today and this week.”
B3 IAR-IGTT W &, PSPl L3301 & $o T & Sraeg | Afch 77 R Ao

FHet Bgd IR T R & HIeH 1 3w Aic IR T P 9gd G §,” 987 - Hel| “H 9ga
IR €, 3FTal Yo 1 SauiR g 3R 31T aUT 39 TTe A ST Wl S99 § ada A W g1
e Lakshya had last won a Super 300 title at the Syed Modi International in Lucknow in 2024.
However, a top-tier crown had eluded him since his triumph at the Canada Open the same
year, though he came close at the Hong Kong Super 500 in September when he finished
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runner-up.

eI 7 MR TR JUR 300 FRrara 2024 H T3> H Tog A Sex-2Hd | SitdT Tl grefifas,
I 9N FATST Y= A Sfid & 91 § I XM 9oft o1 fadre 751 firer o1, Siafes 9 Rider o
BITHIT U= 500 H Iufaeidr I8 3|

o Facing World No. 26 Tanaka, winner of two Super 300 titles this year at the Orleans
Masters and the US Open, Lakshya displayed control, sharp placement and clean execution,
wrapping up the contest without dropplng a game.
9 99 SRferag ARe 3R guH o= H g1 U 300 f¥ara Siia ard fay Faw 26 =167 &
T B §T, 98T A 0T, Tt e 3R -Gt Y0 famars, SR fom Sig 1 Targ
ghTad Sitd fer|

e Lakshya said making a good beginning to the match was important.
e A Hgl foh T DT 1St YT AT Hedqu! Tl

o With this victory, the reigning Commonwealth Games champion became the second Indian
to win a BWF World Tour title this season, following Ayush Shetty’s maiden Super 300
triumph at the US Open.
S Sid & O, Hiel SIA-Ta e TR AUg- 39 o H BWF acs ¢R faard sfiad ard g
YRATT &, Y RSt B gUI U= & Tgal YO 300 Sfid & 916 |

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 24 November 2025

History
Vinayagar idol from Bengal adorns a temple in Tamil Nadu

T 9 3T fTR favg afframrg & ue dieR @t Myt g g

Geography

Bosnia’s autonomous Serb region votes in snap Presidential election

SR &1 T wd & @R el gh19 § Aae s

| History 24/11/2025 |
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Vinayagar idol from
Bengal adorns a
temple in Tamil Nadu

B. Kolagpan

CHENNAI

On the left side of the en-
trance to the sanctum
sanctorum of the Nageswa-
ran Temple in Kumbako-
nam, Tamil Nadu, stands
an unusual statue of Pillai-
yar (Lord Vinayagar),
adorned with a serpent
worn as a sacred thread.
Worshipped as Gangaikon-
da Vinayagar, the idol was
brought to the Nageswaran
Temple — known as Kuda-
nathi Keezhkottam - by
Chola King Rajendra I after
his conquest of Bengal.

“The deity, depictedin a
standing posture, is a crea-
tion of the Pala dynasty,
which ruled in Bihar and
Bengal from the 8" to 12t
Century. It is one of the
many war  trophies
brought to Tamil Nadu by
Rajendra Chola,” Kudavayil
Balasubramanian writes in
his book Rajendra Cholan-
Victories, Capital, Temples.
Stone inscriptions and lit-
erary works record the ar-
tefacts and sculptures
brought by Chola kings
from various countries af-
ter their conquests.

The Vinayagar at the Na-
geswaran Temple, facing
north, is shown with four
hands: one holding a mo-
dakam (kolukattai, a rice-
based delicacy), one a bro-
ken tusk, one a strand of
rudraksha beads, and one
a parasu (axe). He is dep-
icted eating the kolukattai
with his trunk, while a
mouse sits at his feet.

Mr. Balasubramanian
says the beauty of the idol
impressed the sculptors of
the Chola Kingdom, who
were renowned for their

broken tusk, one a strand of rudraksha beads, and one a parasu (axe).

TR TR & R 1 T, of SR 1 3R e fru 2, R i o i eRfa ¥ uw A

The copied idol of Bengal’s Pala
dynasty-style Vinayagar kept on
display at the Thanjavur Art
Gallery. R. VENGADESH

expertise in bronze cast-
ing. “A sculptor cast a copy
of the Pala dynasty Vinaya-
gar in bronze. It was found
buried at Muthupet in Tiru-
varur district, and is on dis-
play at the Thanjavur Art
Gallery,” he writes.

Historians R. Kalaikovan
and M. Nalini, who have
studied the origins of Vi-
nayagar worship in Tamil
Nadu, say the earliest liter-
ary references to the deity
are found in the Thevaram
hymns of Thirugnanasam-
bandar and Thirunavukka-
rasar.

“Even the Poolankurichi
inscriptions, believed to
belong to the period of Si-
lapathikaram and refer-
ring to temples and wor-
ship, make no mention of
Vinayagar. The Saivite min-
strels, who praise Lord Mu-
ruga in forty-seven places,
refer to the elephant-head-
ed God only in a few,” they
write.

They point out that the
Pallavas, pioneers in the
creation of rock-cut tem-
ples, did not feature Vi-
nayagar in those struc-
tures.

Vinayagar idol from Bengal adorns a
temple in Tamil Nadu

ST ¥ 3T AR faue aftresTg & @
HfeR S MuT It 8

¢ Vinayagar idol from Bengal adorns a temple in
Tamil Nadu

T Y 31 faTR faug
?lﬁl?FﬂE & T HiR BT AT

° On the left side of the
entrance to the sanctum
sanctorum of the Nageswaran
Temple in Kumbakonam, Tamil
Nadu, stands an unusual statue
of Pillaiyar (Lord Vinayagar),
adorned with a serpent worn as a

sacred thread.
YD, & AR

GLESELS
W%W%uﬁmm%aﬁ
IR freduR (WTaH I aR) ot
Teh S A R 8, Sl afe 41 & w0 7 Rl fohu

QTP Y A P §
o Worshipped as Gangaikonda Vinayagar, the idol
was brought to the Nageswaran Temple — known as
Kudanathi Keezhkottam — by Chola King Rajendra |
after his conquest of Bengal.

faTa"R & = A yford gg faug did e
65 TYH gRI S 3o 814 & 16 TR Hiak —
O FeTTR PrgrdieH He1 oIl & — H A1 T[T AT
e “The deity, depicted in a standing posture, is a
creation of the Pala dynasty, which ruled in Bihar and
Bengal from the 8th to 12th Century.

g <ad], ol WS gU FU H valRfd foar ma &, urer o<1
D1 3T 5, forem 8 ¥ 12 It d fogR SR ad R
A fobar
e Itis one of the many war trophies brought to Tamil
Nadu by Rajendra Chola,” Kudavayil Balasubramanian
writes in his book Rajendra Cholan-Victories, Capital,
Temples.

g Yo% W1 gRI ANTHIG WY T HE gei-gifpal 4 9
T §,” A SISO (0 Q& 705 @177
faorg wrorer], TievH forad &
e Stone inscriptions and literary works record the
artefacts and sculptures brought by Chola kings from
various countrles after their conquests

F 3R fcfat

39 HATHIAT
ao‘rmaﬂ—cﬂ%ﬁi% JreTreit 3 3o faert & &g
fafta o= & @mn

e The Vinayagar at the Nageswaran Temple, facing
north, is shown with four hands: one holding a
modakam (kolukattai, a rice-based delicacy), one a
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e (PIqdbes, I9d I g1 o), T H ¢l G5 &d, Ud T Salel it Ardl, 3R U6 § iy
(PeeTST)

He is depicted eating the kolukattai with his trunk, while a mouse sits at his feet.

I8 AT Y& T PIdhes Wid gU ST 1 &, STafds 3% IRl & Ueh T 981 §

Mr. Balasubramanian says the beauty of the idol impressed the sculptors of the Chola
Kingdom, who were renowned for their expertise in bronze casting.
ot SITRSATA H8d ¢ o faug &t YaxaT A Trd g & GideR! & yuyifad faa, o s
Tars o 3Ol gafal & o uRig o
“A sculptor cast a copy of the Pala dynasty Vinayagar in bronze. It was found buried at
Muthupet in Tiruvarur district, and is on display at the Thanjavur Art Gallery,” he writes.
“TH APHR = UTd 9 & (AR B S | T U id 915 | T8 feawes ford & gyde & gal
THT UTT T AR 31§ AWTgR el et 8 Uerid §,” d forad @

Historians R. Kalaikovan and M. Nalini, who have studied the origins of Vinayagar worship
in Tamil Nadu, say the earliest literary references to the deity are found in the Thevaram
hymns of Thirugnanasambandar and Thirunavukkarasar.

SAETIPR 3R, FaABIa 3R TH. AR, 6 affarg & iR U1 &t Sdfy &1
g a1 B, Bed § b 38 Sadr &1 Yot Ugen Aifefde S feurser 3R
fIFAIgERIR & SaRY YS! | e §

“Even the Poolankurichi inscriptions, believed to belong to the period of Silapathikaram
and referring to temples and worship, make no mention of Vinayagar.

g1 ad & el A, S ReurfesRy H1d & 7F 1d § ok HfRt 7 JurET &1
I HRd &, 370 HI fITR &1 P Ieaid a1 &

The Saivite minstrels, who praise Lord Muruga in forty-seven places, refer to the elephant-
headed God only in a few,” they write.

IRIG BT, S WG G &1 Jarely R R KA dRd €, -0 aral 3 &1 FHad
T VM R 51 i $d 6,” d forgd &

They point out that the Pallavas, pioneers in the creation of rock-cut temples, did not feature
Vinayagar in those structures.

3 §AId © [ gewd, S Av-dhe Hie & AT § oroht 8, IgiA I Ixaneft § faTamR &t
MTiEe gt fobam ot
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Taking the divine route

VN \ »
) )

Sahib commencement at Anandpur Sahib’s Baba Budha Dal Chhauni, marking the start of Statewide
events for Guru Teg Bahadur’s 350th martyrdom anniversary, on Sunday. ANI

Former Delhi CM and AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal with Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann during the
Akhand Path Sahib commencement at Anandpur Sahib’s Baba Budha Dal Chhauni, marking
the start of Statewide events for Guru Teg Bahadur’s 350th martyrdom anniversary, on
Sunday.

Guru Nanak Dev Ji 1469-1539
Guru Angad Dev Ji 1539-1552
Guru Amar Das Ji 1552-1574

Guru Ram Das Ji 1574-1581

Guru Arjan Dev Ji 1581-1606
Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji 1606—1644
Guru Har Rai Ji 1644—-1661

Guru Har Krishan Ji 1661-1664
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 1664-1675
Guru Gobind Singh Ji 1675-1708
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Founded Anandpur Sahib (then Chakk Nanaki) in 1665
Opposed forced conversions under the Mughal Empire
Provided support to Kashmiri Pandits who sought protection against persecution

Conflict with Aurangzeb

Aurangzeb’s policies aimed at religious conformity

Kashmiri Brahmins approached Guru Tegh Bahadur for help in 1675
Guru offered himself as a sacrifice to defend religious freedom
Arrested and taken to Delhi

Martyrdom (Shaheedi)

Executed on 11 November 1675 at Chandni Chowk, Delhi

Beheaded for refusing to convert to Islam

Remembered as "Hind di Chadar" for protecting Hindu faith and human rights

24/11/2025
Geography

BANJA LUKA Bosnia’s autonomous Serb region votes
Bosnia’s autonomous Serbregion  in snap Presidential election

votes in snap Presidential election ~ AT HT W< | &= @ivd Iyufa
19 § AaGH a1

e \oters in Bosnia’s Serb Republic voted in the snap
election on Sunday, after the former President
Milorad Dodik was stripped of office.

RfIIR P! SifaT & | TURTST H Hagrarsh 4 @fd
A1d T AdeH a1, S gd yufd firdivs sife® &
Ue 9 g fagr m |
o The vote will determine whether the region moves
away from Mr. Dodik’s nationalist agenda or

REUTERS
[ GS |- Geography: Mapping | continues with separatist policies that jeopardise the

oo s ki ons et Mtamal cohesion of the Balen oounty
office. The vote will determine whether the region moves away from g HdaH dd TﬁﬂT ﬁ; 8?13[ 5ﬁ ! ﬁ w :ﬂfa @
Mr. Dodik’s nationalist agenda or continues with separatist policies E:R' NGl % g[ m :ﬂ'm ﬁ \_,ﬂﬂ MGdl %’ \—yﬁ

that jeopardise the internal cohesion of the Balkan country. REUTERS qeh a_QT aﬁ m Qa)_(‘"' ﬁ @?ﬁ' ﬁ EWIFYT % |
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GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 21 November 2025

Polity

No plan to introduce Bill on Chandigarh, says Union govt.

TSN R AT U &4 F1 IS AT 781, $g IWPR 1 HEl

2. | SC’s Presidential Reference opinion does not overrule a judgment: ex-
CJl
Tt &1 Ayufa deY wa fasdt fAvfa &t i 18 wvar: gd dHistens
3.
Mind your ‘administrative’ language, says Supreme Court report
“FRITHAI-h’ HTHT BT AT IW, FoiH I bt RUld &1 gama
4. | The letter has won but the spirit has not lost
Teg Sitd Y § Qe WG 781 g1 @
5.
Did the SIR process decide the Bihar result? Data says ‘no’
1 SIR Uferar = fagR &1 ufvomy au feanr? Se1 sgar g —ig
6. | How can State PSCs be reformed?
IS AP HaT TN (PSC) W UR & fHam &1 Gbar 82
Governance
7. | Safe processing matters more than zesty flavours
RIEd TEHI1 geue Wiel | 3w Agayuf @
International Relations
8. | UNSC reforms no longer an option but a necessity: Modi at IBSA meet
JUATHH GUR 3(F fapeq 18 afer smazasarn: snsdivau do& # wid}
9.
PM calls for global compact on Al to prevent misuse
UYUTTHEAT A TS & GOUANT Bl AP+ & fore A Jusia ot 7T St
10.
PM discusses trade, critical minerals with Ramaphosa
YUTTHAT  IMTERIT &A1Y AR, AgaYul @ieil U= °adi ot
11. | Difficult choices
Ffe fapea
12. | The future of health lies in harmony
W $1 Hidw gaeaar § Ak @
13.

Israel says it killed senior Hezbollah official in targeted Beirut strike

SORISH &1 He-l ¢ fh IT aféra ad gua # fesgeame & aiky it
P UR FRT
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No plan to introduce Bill on
Chandigarh, says Union govt.

Govt. had listed a Bill that would align Chandigarh with other Union Territories in being administered by the Ministry, but

following outrage in Punjab, the Home Ministry now says proposal to ‘simplify’ law-making process is under ‘consideration’

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Union Home Mi-
T nistry said on Sun-
day that the Centre

has no intention of intro-
ducing a Constitution
Amendment Bill to bring
Chandigarh under Article
240 of the Constitution in
the upcoming session of
Parliament.

The clarification came
following outrage in Pun-
jab with parties, including
the Congress, Shiromani
Akali Dal and Aam Aadmi
Party, opposing the move
which would pave the way
for the appointment of an
independent administra-
tor in Chandigarh, bring-
ing the joint capital of Pun-
jab and Haryana under the
direct control of the Minis-
try, similar to other Union
Territories.

The claim over Chandi-
garh has been a sensitive
political issue ever since

The Chandigarh question

The Centre hurried to issue a clarification on a Bill that aims to align
Chandigarh with other Union Territories without legislatures

® On November 21, the
Lok Sabha Bulletin listed
the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, 2025
amaong 10 Bills for the
Winter Session

B Chandigarh has been

a sensitive issue since
the Punjab Reorganisation
Act of 1966. Currently, the
Governor of Punjab serves as
its Administrator

With protests in Punjab, the
Ministry issued a clarification
B Proposal is still under
consideration, no final
decision yet

u |t does not seek
to alter Chandigarh’s
governance or
administrative structure

B Mo Bill will be introduced in
the upcoming Winter Session

the Punjab Reorganisation
Act of 1966.

The November 21 Lok
Sabha Bulletin had listed
the Constitution (131
Amendment) Bill 2025
among 10 Bills proposed to
be passed during the Win-
ter Session of Parliament
from December 1.

The description said the
Bill is proposed for discus-
sion and passage to align

Chandigarh with other Un-
ion Territories without le-
gislatures — such as the An-
daman and  Nicobar
Islands, Lakshadweep, Da-
dra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu, and Pudu-
cherry — when its Legisla-
tive Assembly is dissolved
or suspended.

The Ministry said that
the “proposal to simplify
the Central Government’s

law-making process for the
Union Territory of Chandi-
garh is still under
consideration...”

No decision on proposal
“No final decision has been
made on this proposal.
The proposal in no way
seeks to alter Chandigarh’s
governance or administra-
tive structure, nor does it
aim to change the tradi-
tional arrangements bet-
ween Chandigarh and the
States of Punjab or Harya-
na,” it said.

“A suitable decision will
be made only after adeg-
uate consultations with all
stakeholders, keeping in
mind the interests of Chan-
digarh. There is no need
for concern regarding this
matter. The Central Go-
vernment has no intention
of introducing any Bill to
this effect in the upcoming
Winter Session of Parlia-
ment,” the Ministry further
stated.

No plan to introduce Bill on Chandigarh, says Union govt.

TSNS WR el U1 B3 Bl DI G181, PG IIPR A BET

o Govt. had listed a Bill that would align Chandigarh with other Union Territories in
being administered by the Ministry, but following outrage in Punjab, the Home
Ministry now says proposal to ‘simplify’ law-making process is under ‘consideration

Currently, the Governor
of Punjab is concurrently
the Administrator of Chan-
digarh, and if the Bill is
passed, the Union Territo-
ry will be governed by a
Lieutenant-Governor.

Congress leader and Ra-
jva Sabha member Jairam
Ramesh said that the Par-
liament Bulletin had listed
for “the introduction of a
Constitution Amendment
Bill to enable the appoint-
ment of a full-time L-G for
Chandigarh”.

“This was immediately
and aggressively opposed
by the INC and other par-
ties in Punjab whose Go-
vernor is also the Adminis-
trator of Chandigarh. The
Union Home Ministry now
says that it has no intention
to introduce the Bill in the
Winter Session. Yet anoth-
er example of the Modi
Govt’s FAST approach to
governance - First An-
nounce, Second Think,”
Mr. Ramesh said.

Gore H ARTSRT & §Te, HaTag gRT URMRIA 37 g R U & 3T ISH1g P
T I O B IRBR A Yeag foan o, A 31 g HATTd FHgal § [ B a9
@ UfehaT B W HRA BT YA faarred g1
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The Union Home Ministry said on Sunday that the Centre has no intention of
introducing a Constitution Amendment Bill to bring Chandigarh under Article 240 of
the Constitution in the upcoming session of Parliament.

$% B M TR TS T A GSNTE Bl WU &b 3G 240 P d8d a1 S forg
U TNeH fASas 91 6 $T HIS 3T 781 &, T8 WATed 7 AR &Y Fer|
The clarification came following outrage in Punjab with parties, including the
Congress, Shiromani Akali Dal and Aam Aadmi Party, opposing the move which
would pave the way for the appointment of an independent administrator in
Chandigarh, bringing the joint capital of Punjab and Haryana under the direct
control of the Ministry, similar to other Union Territories.

Fiow, RRAMT sraTelt g 3R 3 siret urdt wfgd yoma ¥ faRiy & @1¢ 18
TWHHRT 3T, S 39 HeH & aarw 3, foRTa 9Sh1e o W u=me &1 fgfa
BT I GAdT 3R UST9-gharon 3t dgad JerurT- @araa & e iz § on
AT, ST 30 s MR WeR | 71

The claim over Chandigarh has been a sensitive political issue ever since the Punjab
Reorganisation Act of 1966.

TENTE WR TaT 1966 & USTd T AT & a1 A TP Hdg-aRNd Toi-iad
LARGIE]

The November 21 Lok Sabha Bulletin had listed the Constitution (131 Amendment)
Bill 2025 among 10 Bills proposed to be passed during the Winter Session of
Parliament from December 1.

21 GER AHTUT FafeT = WA (131 FMYe) fadasw 2025 &1 1 RER A TF
T ara Hasreia I3 # wilka 811 aral 10 gt & wnfire farar am

The description said the Bill is proposed for discussion and passage to align
Chandigarh with other Union Territories without legislatures — such as the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu,
and Puducherry — when its Legislative Assembly is dissolved or suspended.

faawor & we1 T 1% 97 fadas waf ok wiiva 81 & fore wanfaa 8, o
dSIE B 3= fomT Ryur=RyuT ara s R W=l — Sisu-FaieR, sy,
IIERT-TR gael 3R gHA-dla, 3R Yg=it — F 3T ATl ST 9, oId IqHB!
faumayT v ar Fefaa gt
The Ministry said that the “proposal to simplify the Central Government’s law-making
process for the Union Territory of Chandigarh is still under consideration...”

AT A Bl P “TSTe B WRTT WS & AT g TWHR Dt HIH 9411
wiehaT B WRa a9 BT yara 3l famrredi= g,

No decision on proposal
WA UR D13 (H0ig 81
“No final decision has been made on this proposal. The proposal in no way seeks to
alter Chandigarh’s governance or administrative structure, nor does it aim to change
the traditional arrangements between Chandigarh and the States of Punjab or
Haryana,” it said.

g YXAaTd R PIg 3ifaw FHofg 7Y forar war @1 uwara freft W Re wShe &
T 91 YRS G B e Bt IR 781 BT, 7 g1 DT I3 d811g
3 detre a1 ghaTon & Il & St URufe sgawitsit @ gaHr 8, 39 FEl
“A suitable decision will be made only after adequate consultations with all
stakeholders, keeping in mind the interests of Chandigarh. There is no need for
concern regarding this matter. The Central Government has no intention of
introducing any Bill to this eTJect in the upcoming Winter Session of Parliament,” the
Ministry further stated.

«q it fgaur®l @ wafe Wt & a1g 8 9She & fadi @« | 3ad gu e
Suged Aol forar simem | 537 Arrd | fian 3t #is smazadar T8 81| % R
P 3T aTd MaHTeN T A 55 YHIT aTdT HIg (AP URT HI1 BT DI 3T A6l
], AT A 3 FET
Currently, the Governor of Punjab is concurrently the Administrator of Chandigarh,
and if the Bill is passed, the Union Territory will be governed by a Lieutenant-
Governor.
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FAT A G & ISUTd dSiTe & yRms o §, ofik afe faa wita gan @, at
&g AR YT BT AR Th SURISIUTA GRT fHaT1 |G|

e Congress leader and Rajya Sabha member Jairam Ramesh said that the Parliament
Bulletin had listed for “the introduction of a Constitution Amendment Bill to enable the
appointment of a full-time L-G for Chandigarh”.
BT AT SR ITSTTUT TG TR THI A HgT {6 Ig gafed 3 “dshe &
o gofeifore SwTsauTa 3t fFRpfea @ wam o= g |faur |z fadas ot
TEgfa” @ gdtas fosar At

“This was immediately and aggressively opposed by the INC and other parties in Punjab
whose Governor is also the Administrator of Chandigarh. The Union Home Ministry now says
that it has no intention to introduce the Bill in the Winter Session. Yet another example of the
Modi Govt’'s FAST approach to governance — First Announce, Second Think,” Mr. Ramesh
said.

“ZTPT GId 3R MHTHS =0 A faY fvar T S iR v $t o= wifdat gr1 ford
ISIUTE B TSIIE P YRS Wi €1 319 g ATy Hedl & b 31 Xiasre— 97 | fya
U P BT BIE QT 81 8| HISI TIPR & FAST approach BT T X IGTE0T — Ugat
19T, 976 § Ii,” YA A FaTl
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SC’s Presidential
Reference opinion
does not overrule
a judgment: ex-CJI

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai, who retired from
the post on Sunday, said
the Presidential Reference
opinion against tying Go-
vernors to timelines was
not intended to shift the
burden back on the States
to run pillar-to-post to get
their recalcitrant Gover-
nors to pass pending Bills
on time.

“If the Constitution does
not provide for a timeline,
we [judiciary] cannot read
something that is not
there. It is for the Parlia-
ment to do that,” he said.

He explained that an
opinion given in a Presi-
dential Reference did not
overrule a judgment but
only clarified the law.

“In a Presidential Refe-
rence, we cannot overrule
a judgment, but we can lay
down the law, and while
laying down the law, we
can observe that the law
laid down in a particular
manner [in a judgment] is
not correct,” he said.

T.N. Governor case
The Presidential Reference
was triggered by a judg-
ment in the Tamil Nadu
Governor case on April 8,
which broke the silence in
the Constitution and held
that Bills must be cleared
by the Governors and Pre-
sident in three months or
they would be “deemed”
to have got assent.

On November 20, a five-

judge Bench led by Chief
Justice Gavai, in its adviso-
ry opinion, contradicted
the April 8 judgment and
concluded that Governors
and the President cannot
be forced to follow a time-
line. They need to act only
within a “reasonable pe-
riod”.

The Bench, however,
did not specify the term
“reasonable period” in its
opinion.

Limited judicial review
“We have only relaxed the
timeline. At the same time,
we have balanced it by say-
ing the Governor cannot sit
on a Bill endlessly. We have
also provided for a limited
judicial review based on
the facts and circumstanc-
es of each case. You cannot
have a straitjacket formula
that in every Bill, if assent
is not granted, it would be
deemed to have been
passed. In a routine Bill,
one month is sufficient for
a Governor to clear it. Ho-
wever, in Bills concerning
internal or external emer-
gency, a Governor may not
be able to take a call in a
month. He may take three
or four months,” he said.
To a question whether
Justice BV. Nagarathna’s
dissent to a Supreme Court
proposal to elevate Justice
Vipul Manubhai Pancholi
had any merit, the former
Chief Justice said that “if it
had, the four other judges
on the collegium would
not have agreed to the

proposal”.

SC’s Presidential Reference opinion does not
overrule a judgment: ex-CJl

T BT e 7a 5t fAofa 9 e =1t
Fdn: qd dioterg

e Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, who retired from the post
on Sunday, said the Presidential Reference opinion against
tying Governors to timelines was not intended to shift the
burden back on the States to run pillar-to-post to get their
recalcitrant Governors to pass pending Bills on time.

YR & T T d).8MR. 795, S AdaR &I ug & Har-ga
g, 7 &gl o wgufer de wa, e Irsurel 9 gaaE 9
e ST Oy fosan a7 o1, o1 R g8 JigT aray SIa & (ol el
T fb 9 30 g3t IsauTel! 9 difad fagae! & arg IR uikd #am
¥ U STg-S1T8 UGS B

e “If the Constitution does not provide for a timeline, we
[judiciary] cannot read something that is not there. It is for the
Parliament to do that,” he said.

351 &g, “afe Ty et Teraeitar &1 yray™ T8 o, at
B [ATaUTiaeT) 398 U 9 5T UG Wahd Sif AiSG o el ¢ | I8
e I HRA I

e He explained that an opinion given in a Presidential
Reference did not overrule a judgment but only clarified the

law.
T ST S AR R S e e S
R et v, sfew Fadt HIA B WY FRAT B

¢ ‘“In a Presidential Reference, we cannot overrule a judgment,
but we can lay down the law, and while laying down the law, we
can observe that the law laid down in a particular manner [in a
judgment] is not correct,” he said.
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T.N. Governor case
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e The Presidential Reference was triggered by a judgment in
the Tamil Nadu Governor case on April 8, which broke the
silence in the Constitution and held that Bills must be cleared by

the Governors and President in three months or they would be ‘deemed’ to have

got assent.
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On November 20, a five-judge Bench led by Chief Justice Gavai, in its advisory
opinion, contradicted the April 8 judgment and concluded that Governors and the
President cannot be forced to follow a timeline. They need to act only within a
“reasonable period”.
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The Bench, however, did not specify the term “reasonable period” in its opinion.

gIaife, 0o 7 3ua Ad H «Ifra 3@l wreg &t 1S gy 7t <

Limited judicial review

Aifera =arfRe gdtern

[ )

“We have only relaxed the timeline. At the same time, we have balanced it by
saying the Governor cannot sit on a Bill endlessly. We have also provided for a
limited judicial review based on the facts and circumstances of each case.

ITIM e, “THA Had auadIHT i i fosan 31 I g1, 599 98 dger Wi e
fo> Ireaura forslt fadhae W Sfagi wu & 981 93 3§ 9dhd | 597 Udd HHA & aAl
IR uRfRufal & emeR wR Hifra =amfes weten o1 uray™ of fsar g 1”

You cannot have a straitjacket formula that in every Bill, if assent is not granted, it
would be deemed to have been passed. In a routine Bill, one month is sufficient for
a Govemor to clear it. However, in Bills concerning internal or external
emergencies, a Governor may not be able to take a call in a month. He may take
three or four months,” he said.

I T, “3MTT FE FER P 78 o T4 B R Rdae ¥ ok Wik T d
98 Wighd T ST | T QTR fadas B Is9urd & fod Te 7ein uaie § |
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To a question whether Justice B.V. Nagarathna’s dissent to a Supreme Court
proposal to elevate Justice Vipul Manubhai Pancholi had any merit, the former
Chief Justice said that “if it had, the four other judges on the collegium would not
have agreed to the proposal’.
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Report urges judiciary to stop using words that perpetuate a ‘grammar of inequality’, says archaic terminology was used as “powerful tool of dominance that causes ‘thingification’

of the individual’; former CJ1 says continued use of this terminology has “unintended effect of normalising outdated hierarchies and undermining the respectful work culture”

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

alalkhor, cycle
l-l sawar, dhobi,
coolie, scavenger,

masalchi, malan, basta
bardhar, chowkidar, and
bundle lifter are among
the job titles a Supreme
Court report wants the
judiciary to get rid of.
The report from the
court’s Centre for
Research and Planning
says these and several
other terms used in the
administrative language of
the courts perpetuate a

“grammar of inequality”.

The report, titled
“Reforming administrative
nomenclature in the
Indian judiciary
embedding dignity and
equity in service rules”,
explained that the
“grammar of inequality”
referred to “the set of
unwritten, hierarchical
rules inherited from
feudal, colonial, and
caste-based systems that
structure the judiciary’s
administrative
nomenclature”.

Former Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai, in his

foreword to the
report, said the
continued use of this
outdated terminology
had the “unintended
effect of normalising
outdated
hierarchies and
undermining the
respectful work
culture that the
judiciary must
uphold”.

The Chief
Justice, as one of
his last acts in
office before retiring on
Sunday, has sent the
report to all the State High

Courts with a gentle nudge
that updating the
judiciary’s administrative
nomenclature would be a

small but significant step
towards affirming the
worth of every
individual working
within the judicial
system, regardless of
rank or role.

The Centre has
found that the archaic
terminology were once
used as a “powerful
tool of dominance that
causes ‘thingification’
of the individual”.
“Halalkhor” and

“scavenger” violate the
prohibitions of caste-based
discrimination under the
Constitution, the report

‘Halalkhor’ and

‘scavenger’ violate
the prohibitions of
caste-based
discrimination under
the Constitution

said. “Align the language
of the administration with
the language of the
Constitution. Close the gap
between what the
judiciary pronounces and
what it practises. Reaffirm
that language itself is the
judiciary’s first act of
justice — an act of

Mind your ‘administrative’ language, says Supreme Court report
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e Mind your ‘administrative’ language, says Supreme Court report

YRS TS 6T & G, T DI KU

recognition, pedagogy,
and symbolic justice,” the
Supreme Court’s research
centre recommends.

To start with, the report
says courts must abandon
halalkhor for sanitation
assistant, dhobi for
laundry operator, coolie
for freight assistant, cycle
sawar for logistics
assistant, basta bardar for
document handler, bundle
lifter for material
coordinator, masalchi for
kitchen assistant, malan
for horticulture attendant,
and scavenger for
sanitation assistant.

e Report urges judiciary to stop using words that perpetuate a ‘grammar of inequality’,

says archaic terminology was used as “powerful tool of dominance that causes

‘thingification’ of the individual”.; former CJI says continued use of this terminology

has “unintended effect of normalising outdated hierarchies and undermining the

respectful work culture”

e TruTieIeT A I Yec] BT SUTNT S R BT 3TIE Bl g o ‘SHHTT BI

SATHIOT B! Ie1dT 3d 8, Pl & b
IUHIUI & U | BT SIIar 97 S
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o Halalkhor, cycle sawar, dhobi, coolie, scavenger, masalchi, malan, basta
bardhar, chowkidar, and bundile lifter are among the job titles a Supreme Court
report wants the judiciary to get rid of.
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e The report from the court’s Centre for Research and Planning says these and
several other terms used in the administrative language of the courts perpetuate a
“grammar of inequality”.
3ferad & e B I te @t o1 Ruid wedt § f et ot vemafe v &
SN T o a1el & 3R F3 3 NG “SRTATAT B ATHRUT” DT HIIH 3G g |

e The report, titled “Reforming administrative nomenclature in the Indian judiciary
embedding dignity and equity in service rules”, explained that the “grammar of
inequality” referred to “the set of unwritten, hierarchical rules inherited from feudal,
colonial, and caste-based systems that structure the judiciary’s administrative
nomenclature”.
“YRTT ArauTfereT ® wRmf=ie Arae3or § GuR: Jar faay § afear e wamar
B! IR HAT S aret KUl Farh § o “sraarar &1 anmemror o o
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Former Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, in his foreword to the report, said the
continued use of this outdated terminology had the “unintended effect of normalising
outdated hierarchies and undermining the respectful work culture that the judiciary
must uphold”.

YR & Yd g1 Arnefiar 3R, 71as A RUId o @mﬁwﬁ?wm
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The Chief Justice, as one of his last acts in office before retiring on Sunday, has sent
the report to all the State High Courts with a gentle nudge that updating the judiciary’s
administrative nomenclature would be a recognition, pedagogy, and symbolic justice,”
the Supreme Court’s research centre recommends.

T R A IAGaR B Jaigd 814 § Uga 3 i H1f § I U & wU | I8
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To start with, the report says courts must abandon halalkhor for sanitation assistant,
dhobi for laundry operator, coolie for freight assistant, cycle sawar for logistics
assistant, basta bardar for document handler, bundle lifter for material coordinator,
masalchi for kitchen assistant, malan for horticulture attendant, and scavenger for
Sanitation assistant.

YT & farg, RUld wedht § o Srererdl &) gareRaR & 8 Wadr Ja79%, didt 3
S8 7] SHG9ey, Tt &1 SRIg e HARCe, ATgihd FAR 1 SRIE ol ecay
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AT Bt TG /77 SRRSE, AT &1 I8 Flicdbeay Hoac AR WhdolR &I oTg
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“Align the language of the administration with the language of the Constitution. Close
the gap between what the judiciary pronounces and what it practises. Reaffirm that
language itself is the judiciary’s first act of justice — an act of recognition, pedagogy,
and symbolic justice,” the Supreme Court’s research centre recommends.

“TRI ST HTST B! TAY T HTST b 1y TG B | TUIferesT ot bl 8 SR Sl
TR 5, IqP a1 DI WIS DI UIC | T§ G: RIS I [ U1 W =rauiierdst o1 gl
I HT § — U T BT S AT, RIS 3R Uefiaplerds = 1 ufaffia
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Mind your ‘administrative’ language, says Supreme Court report Krishnadas
Rajagopal NEW DELHI

3T TR HTHT BT ST I, GHH DI RUIE — HUGRT ISHIITd, 75 fact
Report urges judiciary to stop using words that perpetuate a ‘grammar of inequality’,
says archaic terminology was used as “powerful tool of dominance that causes
‘thingification’ of the individual”.; former CJI says continued use of this terminology
has “unintended effect of normalising outdated hierarchies and undermining the
respectful work culture”
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Courts with a gentle nudge that updating the judiciary’s administrative nomenclature
would be a

3Tl @l T Y G fear T fos arauiferssT & U AMHHRT BT 3eydd

small but significant step towards affirming the worth of every individual working
within the judicial system
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¢ small but significant step towards affirming the worth of every individual working
within the judicial system, regardless of rank or role.

TRy YUl H 19 - dle U Hfad & e &1 gfY Bt fa=n 4 sler dfd
HEAYUl SeH, TR IHT US U1 YHHT 5 Hi 7l

e The Centre has found that the archaic terminology was once used as a “powerful tool
of dominance that causes ‘thinification’ of the individual”.

%% A Urar § fob R Srsarach 1 SUAnT Haft ‘U & U IR SR & T
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o “Halalkhor” and “scavenger” violate the prohibitions of caste-based discrimination
under the Constitution, the report said.
fRuid = Fg1 i “TAaER” SR “XrdoR” WiIUH & T8d Sfd-3MumRa HeHTd IR g
T gt T Seeee R 5

o “Align the language of the administration with the language of the Constitution. Close
the gap between what the judiciary pronounces and what it practises. Reaffirm that
language itself is the judiciary’s first act of justice — an act of recognition, pedagogy,
and symbolic justice,” the Supreme Court’s research centre recommends.

UG BT HTST &1 TG BT N P SRS §1G | TAYTTRTeBT STl e & 3R il
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e To start with, the report says courts must abandon halalkhor for sanitation assistant, dhobi for
laundry operator, coolie for freight assistant, cycle sawar for logistics assistant, basta bardar
for document handler, bundle lifter for material coordinator, masalchi for kitchen assistant,
malan for horticulture attendant, and scavenger for sanitation assistant.
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The letter has won but the spirit has not lost

he Republic of India has had 15

Presidents over 16 presidencies, its

inaugural President, Dr. Rajendra

Prasad having served two terms. Of the
number of Governors appointed since 1947, the
figure is too large to be counted.

The holders of these two high offices can do
great good, sometimes not a little harm and very
or most often, prefer an almost Advaitic
selflessness that leaves no mark whatever — a
self-protecting mechanism. It is better to be not
remembered at all than remembered negatively. I
have often wondered why these high
functionaries, when they are males as they
invariably are, carry pens in the pockets of their
coats. The pen is almost a piece of their essential
‘getting ready’-ness. It makes them seem
ever-ready to sign the paper put up to them,
wherever they are.

The master cartoonist, Abu Abraham,
immortalised the 1975 moment when the then
President signed the proclamation of the national
emergency by a searing cartoon that showed him
signing the paper when it was brought to him
(this time with the stylus) at a very odd moment.
Signatures can be affixed all too easily, when what
is required is saying, ‘No, very sorry, but no.’ The
reason may be plain gratitude for being where the
Excellency wants to be.

Equally, when a signature is declined not out
of genuine reservations but out of bias, an Abu
Abraham or an R.K. Laxman is needed to depict
the scene. Assents when given in fear or refused
out of bias are infractions of Constitutional
responsibility.

Reflections from the past
As one who knows that sometimes a signature
(and more) can be affixed by a President on his
own, without ‘aid or advice’ and without a care
on whether what he was doing would ‘go down
well or not’, I must recall here President R.
Venkataraman (his years in office: 1987-92) and
President K. R. Narayanan (years in office:
1997-2002). The pen was used by RV, confidently.
It was used by KRN, independently. No cabinet as
much as whispered disquiet. Morality was not
coy with them, nor fairness halting.

The Prime Ministers RV’s term coincided with
— Rajiv Gandhi, V.P. Singh and Chandra Shekhar
— were all strong-willed men but they were
first-time incumbents of their pivotal office while
RV’s experience of political and constitutional
office was infinitely bigger. It was natural that
they deferred to him when on Bills or other
recommendations he had a view contrary to the
cabinet’s; he put it across to them in one-on-one
confidential discussions, that being his way. The
fourth Prime Minister who overlapped with RV,
PV. Narasimha Rao, thought-partnered him more
than he did his own cabinet colleagues. There
was no scope for friction.

In 1997, the Union Cabinet headed by Prime

L)

Gopalkrishna
Gandhi

was Secretary to the
President, and a
Governor of West
Bengal and Bihar

In the 16th
Presidential
Reference, the
top court has
upheld the
letter and the
spirit of the
Constitution

Minister LK. Gujral recommended to KRN the
dismissal of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government in Uttar Pradesh headed by Kalyan
Singh. KRN’s world view and that of the BJP did
not match. But he was the President of India, not
just a resident of Rashtrapati Bhavan, answerable
to the values of the Constitution. He did not agree
with the recommendation of dismissal and sent it
back for reconsideration. The recommendation
did not come back.

By 1998, the BJP was in power at the Centre
and the newly appointed Governor of Bihar
recommended that the government of Rabri Devi
be dismissed and President’s Rule imposed under
Article 356 of the Constitution of India. The
Governor had sent what was claimed to be a
fool-proof case showing financial
mismanagement and poor law and order
markers. KRN demurred, and sent the
recommendation back. Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee’s cabinet did not repeat the
recommendation. KRN’s action in returning these
recommendations had no politics to it. Zero. It
had only fairness, Constitutional fairness. It had
only morality, Constitutional morality. Fairness
and morality are unmistakable. As are their
opposites.

RV and KRN could be frank with the
government when frankness was called for and
they were not misunderstood for the government
knew that the frankness came from a desire to
caution and correct, not to criticise.

“Alert and alive’

Presidents and Governors are meant to be men
and women with minds that are alert and alive to
the letter of the Constitution and to its spirit in an
evolving nation. They should see that
recommendations made to them adhere to the
letter, knowing that the letter can be used
sometimes to subvert the spirit — an irony that
the framers of the Constitution could not have
anticipated. Would Babasaheb Ambedkar have
thought that could have happened? The
Constitution of India has been made by honest
intentions for honest actuation.

No file was held by RV and KRN for more than
a few days. They did not have to be
detective-Presidents. No delay was orchestrated
during which confabulations could be held, and
opinions sought in huddles, and given in
whispers. No pocket was deepened for a
pocket-veto to be exercised.

But their sense of Constitutional morality and
fairness did not make them look out for flaws or
faults or fallibilities as a full-time occupation,
24X7.

The President and Governors are neither
robots, nor are they ring-masters. They are not
inert rubber stamps that are pressed gently or
not-so-gently onto any parchment that the
government of the day places before them; they
would make laughing stocks of themselves if they

The letter has won but the spirit has not lost
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e The Republic of India has had 15 Presidents over 16 presidencies, its inaugural President
Dr. Rajendra Prasad having served two terms.
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were that. Nor are they pens that can choose any
colour of ink or any vocabulary of their choice
when expressing a Constitutional view.

Conservative and realistic

The ‘answers’ of the five-judge Bench headed by
the Chief Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai, and
including CJI-designate Surya Kant, to President
Droupadi Murmu'’s 16th Presidential Reference is
imbued with this verity. The Bench has said that
Governors cannot have a date-line fixed by the
Supreme Court of India for their study of Bills —
upholding the letter of the Constitution. The
Bench has also said unambiguously that ‘evasive
inaction’ is not ‘on’ either — upholding the spirit
of the Constitution.

In saying the former, the Bench has been
conservative. In saying the latter, it has been
realistic. The Bench has made it clear that it
knows that action and inaction by Governors may
not be because they are studious and industrious
but because they may be politically
predispositioned. The answers of the judges have
said that no calendar can be hungon a
Governor’s wall that says “This is your deadline’.

Their answers have also placed a clock on their
desk that ticks loud and clear and has an informal
alarm that can ring if the ‘study” has prolonged
beyond normal study hours, leaving it open for
the delay to be raised in court.

The Constitution of India , especially in
matters concerning Centre-State relations — or to
put it differently, on matters affecting India’s
federal polity — takes two to work it, but just one,
on either side, to wreck it. Ultimately, the
working of a Constitutional arrangement depends
on the two - legislature and the
Governor/President — playing their roles with
respect for the Constitution and for each other.

It is remarkable that the five judges
unequivocally declined to school either side, or to
assume the role of tutor. They have given neither
side victory or defeat. The letter of the law has
won, but the spirit of the law has not been
defeated. In what is an opinion, not an order (for
they were not handling an appeal), they have said
what is exactly right: the Supreme Court should
not, will not, say how a President or Governor
should or should not act. That would amount to
‘clutching at a jurisdiction’ (a favourite phrase of
RV’s) which is not their’s.

Has the Bench done an exercise in balancing?
It has not. It has done an exercise for balance
between the power to do right and the right way
todoit.

The Indian polity needs to be run not by
power games played by adroit players. It needs to
be governed by men and women who, when in
high office, rise above their limitations. Some
incumbents make their offices great, some offices
make their incumbents great. The tragedy, as the
judges have seen, is that the opposite is equally
true.

sidents, Governors and Constitutional Responsibility
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o Of the number of Govermnors appointed since 1947, the figure is too large to be counted.
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e The holders of these two high offices can do great good, sometimes not a little harm and very
often prefer an almost Advaitic selflessness that leaves no mark — a self-protecting

mechanism.
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o ltis better to be not remembered at all than remembered negatively.
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¢ | have often wondered why these high functionaries, when they are males as they invariably
are, carry pens in the pockets of their coats.
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e The pen makes them seem ever-ready to sign the paper put up to them, wherever they are.
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e The master cartoonist Abu Abraham immortalised the 1975 Emergency moment by showing
the then President signing the proclamation at an odd moment.
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e Signatures can be affixed all too easily, when what is required is saying “No, very sorry, but
no.”
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e The reason may be plain gratitude for being where the Excellency wants to be.
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e Equally, when a signature is declined not out of genuine reservations but out of bias, an Abu
Abraham or R.K. Laxman is needed to depict the scene.
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3R, . WEATT 98 HABR F AaZgebal Sl & 39 fawm & o

e Assents given in fear or refused out of bias are infractions of Constitutional responsibility.

W B € TS 1 UEaTd B AT TS WP aal GauTHe STREldE &1 Scad gidl o |

Reflections from the past

3rdia | faar

¢ As one who knows that sometimes a President can affix a signature on his own, without aid
or advice, | recall Presidents R. Venkataraman (1987-92) and K.R. Narayanan (1997-
2002).
T T8 e & =0 H e 31 8 3 yufa st i Tems & oft gRater o 9ad &,
T 3R, THEIHUT (1987-92) 3R &.3MR. TRTIUM (1997—2002) TG 3MTd & |

e The pen was used by RV confidently; it was used by KRN independently.
3Rt = U DT SHIY J FUINT b1, H3RTA = Weldl &Y |

e No cabinet whispered disquiet; morality and fairness were never hesitant.
foreft Shfame = SRy g STama; Afderdr iR Fwerar Haft iRafears gt

o The Prime Ministers during RV’s term — Rajiv Gandhi, V.P. Singh, Chandra Shekhar —
were strong-willed first-timers, while RV’s experience was immense.
RS & HfeTa § yyHAT — Iefia mied, &t Rig, Tuker — ot eg-somife o
YYA-IR UGTIGRI &, STafds 3Rl BT SFHT Sdd fa=ma ol

e They deferred to him when he differed on Bills or recommendations, conveyed privately.
S 4 foel a1 RwIRen W srgHd gid, YU 39! §1d #Hd 3, f5r d (sl sraeia 7 w@d

Of

e The fourth PM overlapping RV, P.V. Narasimha Rao, thought-partnered him more than his
own colleagues.
1Y gy @& R a0 A SRt & TR A 1T ¥ i foaR-AeieRt 3

e There was no friction.
HE! DIy a1d ol |

e In 1997, the Union Cabinet under PM I.K. Gujral recommended dismissal of the Kalyan
Singh BJP government in Uttar Pradesh.
1997 T TeEAT 318, %. TERTA B! Biarc = IR TS &1 HedTur Rig U1 TRPR I
TG XA BT RABIRD BT
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KRN disagreed and sent it back; the recommendation did not return.

PHIHRTA = Al ST 3R T A U T3, Roe1er SarT 761 s |

In 1998, the newly appointed Governor of Bihar recommended dismissal of the Rabri Devi

government under Article 356.

gesﬁ%%wwﬁm%e & T5d ATS! Gal WRBR DI TR DA D1 RGN
I

He cited financial mismanagement and poor law and order; KRN sent it back.

RTeuTe A fatiia SUse SR BIH-TawRIT BT gaTell fad; HRTA A RwIR a0y 99 &

PM A.B. Vajpayee’s cabinet did not repeat it.
T red fAEt areTit Bt Hfee ¥ < evmar |

KRN’s actions had zero politics — only Constitutional morality and fairness.

FHIHRTA B HRATS B oI T &t — FHaat Haurfe Afaewpar ok Fogem)

Fairness and morality are unmistakable — as are their opposites.

e SiR Afaebar Ty gt § — oY o I fausia qur 4t

RV and KRN could be frank with the government when needed, and they were not

misunderstood.

3R 3R FHRTT HIIHAT TS W WHR J WY FY T F1d HR Jobd & 3R I 7Tdd g

BSEEIRSIGIRIN

Their frankness aimed to caution and correct, not criticise.

3! YT BT 35T BTt ST 3R JURAT T, AT BT a1 |

‘Alert and alive’

Presidents and Governors are meant to be men and women with minds that are alert
and alive to the letter of the Constitution and to its spirit in an evolving nation.

RIFUR SR IeauTe T g 1R Higemd 81 A1fe ¥ foreT 7 AT P51 HINT 3R 36D SHTeT
& Ufd gadh SR Sidd g1, faRiver te e Rid gid Iy #|

They should see that recommendations made to them adhere to the letter, knowing that the
letter can sometimes be used to subvert the spirit.

I I GHIYd BT dieT fob I1cb U 31 arell RIwIRR Tau™ &t U & 3=y 31, I8
Sa gU s LT BT ST it It STHT B FHSR T & o o o v 7
Would Babasaheb Ambedkar have thought this could happen?

1 81, TR Jfids®) S e g o T4 51 9hall 572

The Constitution of India has been made by honest intentions for honest actuation.
YRAR Gfae™ $HTMER SERAl 3R SHHER feharau & e s man 3|

No file was held by RV and KRN for more than a few days.

AR 3R FHRTA & U DI B FO ol o 31 dfad 781 gt |

They did not have to be detective-Presidents; no delay was orchestrated for secret
consultations or whispered opinions.

3I6 SIRGN- S B HTIRIHT el §s; BIg ol T [aR-fansf o1 pagparee & ware
o & fo1g &1 b Wit T

No pocket was deepened for a pocket veto to be exercised.

qibe diet & T 318 oie T8l 81 1 S ot

But their sense of Constitutional morality and fairness did not make them hunt for flaws
247,

Afee 7! Taut=e Afaear iR e &1 onf a8 78T o1 fh 3 24x7 W1l ged IR |
The PreS|dent and Governors are neither robots, nor ring-masters.

IFuf 3R Isaura A o Adte § IR A € Rar-aresd

They are not inert rubber stamps to be pressed on any document the government puts
before them.

3 fAfSpy TR wer 721 § 3 AR & fat oft e R o e foar sy

Nor are they pens that can choose any colour of ink or vocabulary while expressing a
Constitutional view.

3 U U Y 7T © o bt +ft e & T a1 Wsgrac H HauUTHe Ad oad R AP |
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Conservative and realistic

TRUETE! 3R

The ‘answers’ of the five-judge Bench headed by CJI B.R. Gavai, including CJI-designate
Surya Kant, to President Droupadi Murmu’s 16th Presidential Reference reflect this truth.

Fotes .M. TGS P 3egerar arell yra-arareen ot \is, e uﬁr%ﬁﬁw‘s‘

e 9, 3 yufa guct 94 & 169 Igafa deH w S S AT, @ 59 I @1 quid

The Bench said Governors cannot have a Supreme Court-imposed deadline to study Bills
— upholding the letter of the Constitution.

e = &gl & IsauTdl & fore fodl & 31eqa- g guid ®I¢ gIRT a9 & T8 THa«T g1 6f
Tahd! — AU B HIHT ! HIAH 3@d gUl

The Bench also said that ‘evasive inaction’ is unacceptable — upholding the spirit of the
Constitution.

e = Tg 1t Wy fora fos eTamera arelt fAifsraar e T8 — Sfau™ &1 et &1 9ad=
R gul

In saying the former, the Bench was conservative; in saying the latter, it was realistic.
ggal a1d 8 Uie wvgurardt o gkl o gurdardt |

The Bench recognises that some Governors may act or delay due to political
predisposition.

Uie T ¢ fob B ISUUTe HRATS A1 31 AT Teb FPTd B HRU PR Hehal § |

The judges said no calendar can be hung on a Governor’'s wall saying “This is your
deadline”.

rTefRT A T o IsaUTd Bt EaR R DIs BAS To1 il ofl qhdl foraH foral g1 “ag
3T TR g 1”

But the judges have placed an informal clock on the desk — if the ‘study’ extends beyond
reasonable time, the delay can be taken to court.

e =i 3 A9 R U Fu=ilRe gSt i 7@ & — afe srema Ifd Iwa 9 3ifde T,
a1 23} 3rered A 3318 o bt 2

The Constitution of India, especially in Centre-State relations, needs cooperation from both
sides; but only one side can wreck it.

YR HfAU™, WP Sg-I1ed Hal H, GH1 U&ll & TgarT d Iadl §; i bad T &l gl
34 forTrs g 3|

Ultimately, the working of a Constitutional arrangement depends on mutual respect between
the legislature and the Governor/President.

3ida: FduTe suawyl &1 e faurieT oiR IsauTarTEufa & s TRER IH | R
FAT |

It is remarkable that the five judges did not school either side or act like tutors.

g5 IT@ ¢ fob il <manefi=n = foreht ot ugr b1 Riam a1 eex &1 Yffest fum &1
g1 fpa|

They gave neither side victory or defeat.

Iei Tt Uef 1 St a1 gR e &

The letter of the law has won, but the spirit of the law has not been defeated.

BT DI UTHT Sl &, TR D! ATHT W 81 g5 |

In what is an opinion, not an order, the judges rightly said the Supreme Court cannot tell a
President or Governor how to act.

Sl U WA 8, MG TeT, IqH et < Het bl fob GoilH I T el st Feell fob AFUfal A1
TSI HE BT B |

Otherwise, it would be “clutching at a jurisdiction” — a favourite phrase of RV.

3T g5 “sifyeres gfaam %m%ﬁm—a‘r 3Rl T {0 arerRIey T

Has the Bench done balancing? It has not.

H1 Ui A e IqTYUT? 8|

It has done an exercise in finding balance between the power to do right and the right way
to do it.

éﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁ?%ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬂ%@ﬁﬁﬁ
|
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e The Indian polity must be run not by power games, but by men and women who rise above
limitations when in high office.

o BT FaT-Tel O e, sfed 39 quu 3R Afarsit gRT Iamr S d1ee o 3=

UGl TR Xgd gU U AH18ff ¥ SWR 33 T |
¢ Some incumbents make their offices great; some offices make their incumbents great.
FS USIBRT 307 UE &I 7 &0 §; TS UG 31U USHABING &l
e The tragedy, as the judges noted, is that the opposite is equally true.

U g8 €, o fs amanefieit A o, o st Seer ot ST 8 I B

Did SIR process decide the Bihar result? Data says ‘no’

The NDAs advantage over the MGB remained mostly intact, despite a decrease in electorate numbers following the Special Intensive Revision exercise

| DATA POINT |

Srinivasan Ramani

he Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
became one of the most
contentious issues in the Bihar
2025 Assembly election. The Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) and allies
welcomed the process as neces-
sary to remove “infiltrators” from
voter lists, while the Congress and
Rashtriya Janata Dal decried it as
tic disenfranchi -
part of what they termed as “vote
chori”(vote theft), alleging collu-
sion between the Election Com-
mission of India and the ruling BJP
to manipulate electoral rolls in the
latter’s favour. The controversy
was not confined to campaign rhe-
toric. The SIR process required
many interventions by the Su-
preme Court. The scale of the revi-
sion was unprecedented: approxi-
mately 68 lakh electors were
deleted, while 24 lakh were added,
resulting in a net deletion of
around 44 lakh voters between Ja-
nuary 2025 and October 2025.

A critical question emerges: did
the SIR process actually influence
the election outcome? A data-dri-
ven analysis comparing changes in
vote share patterns with the extent
of electoral roll deletions across
Assembly constituencies suggests
that it did not play a determining
role in the NDA's victory.

The electoral outcome itself
showed remarkable continuity
with the 2024 general election.
The NDA secured close to 46.6% of
the vote share in the Assembly
polls, a marginal drop of around
1.4 percentage points from the par-
liamentary elections held in May
2024. The Mahagatbandan’s vote
share declined more sharply, by
approximately 2.2 percentage
points from 39.2% to 37%. While
these shifts favoured the NDA, the
pattern suggests the alliance re-
tained rather than expanded its ex-
isting advantage over the Opposi-
tion. To examine whether the SIR

process contributed to these pat-
terns, we analysed two key varia-
bles across Bihar’s Assembly con-
stituencies: the change in the vote
share difference between the NDA
and MGB from the 2024 general
election to the 2025 Assembly
elections, and the decrease in elec-
torate numbers following the SIR
as a percentage of the original elec-
toral roll.

Map 1 illustrates the changes in
vote share difference between the
two elections at the Assembly con-
stituency level. The darker red
shading indicates constituencies
where the NDA increased its ad-
vantage over the MGB, while the
darker blue shading shows the op-
posite. Map 2 depicts the decrease
in the electorate across constituen-
cies, with the darker red indicating
larger percentage reductions in vo-
ter numbers following the SIR pro-
cess. Chart 3 plots these two varia-
bles against each other for every
Assembly constituency in Bihar. If
the SIR process had systematically
benefited the NDA by removing
Opposition voters, we would ex-
pect to see a clear pattern: consti-
tuencies with higher deletions
showing greater increases in the
NDA’s vote share advantage. The
scatter plot, however, tells a diffe-
rent story.

The correlation coefficient bet-
ween these variables is 0.192, indi-
cating an extremely weak positive
relationship. To understand what
this means, consider that correla-
tion coefficients range from -1 (re-
presenting a perfect negative cor-
relation), to +1 (representing a
perfect positive correlation), with
0 (indicating no relationship what-
soever). At 0.192, the data reveal
virtually no meaningful connec-
tion between the extent of electo-
ral roll deletions in a constituency
and the change in the NDA’s advan-
tage over the MGB. This is further
confirmed by the R? value of 0.037
visible in the chart’s trendline,
which indicates that only 3.7% of
the variation in the NDA's electoral
performance can be explained by
changes in the electoral roll. In

practical terms, Assembly consti-
tuencies that experienced large-
scale deletions were no more likely
tosee an increase in the NDA’s vote
share advantage than constituen-
cies with minimal deletions. Simi-
larly, constituencies with smaller
reductions in the electorate
showed no distinct pattern in vot-
ing behaviour compared to those
with larger reductions.

The scatter plot itself is reveal-
ing. Points are dispersed widely
across both axes with no clear up-
ward or downward trend. The
near-flat trendline and the cluster-
ing of points across the entire
spectrum suggest that the SIR’s im-
pact, if any, was not a determining
factor in electoral outcomes. Had
the revision systematically disen-
franchised Opposition voters to
the NDA’s benefit, the data would
show constituencies with higher
deletion rates trending toward
greater NDA advantage — a pattern
conspicuously absent from the
analysis.

The conclusion is straightfor-
ward. There was no major in-
crease in NDA vote shares relative
to the decrease in the electorate
across Bihar. The NDA’s advantag-
es from the 2024 general election
remained largely intact, and the
coalition’s victory appears to have
been based on the same factors
that gave it an edge in the parlia-
mentary polls rather than being a
product of the SIR process.

This is not to diminish the con-
cerns about the SIR process. After
all, data revealed that there was a
disproportionate decrease in the
number of women in the electo-
rate following the SIR, leading to
the gender ratio dropping from
907 in the January rolls to a
meagre 892 in the final rolls re-
leased in September. And yet, wo-
men turned out in much larger
numbers when compared to men
(four lakh more despite being forty
lakh fewer in the rolls). However,
the data also suggest that the SIR,
despite being a political flashpoint,
did not alone determine the out-
come of Bihar’s election.

Little correlation

The data were sourced from the Election
Commission of India’s Bihar 2025 Assembly
election results and constituency-wise
elector information

In both phases: Women
voters were a force to
reckon with in the Bihar
Assembly election.

Map 1: The changesin vote -53.9 In% points _+51.8
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Did the SIR process decide the Bihar result? Data says ‘no’

T SIR UfhaT 3 fAgR @1 9o g frar? e sgar & =8P

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) controversy in Bihar

foeR o faxiy e+ =terun (SIR) faarg
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There was also politics.

ERECAVERIGEIRRIRI]

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls became one of the most contentious
issues in the Bihar 2025 Assembly election.

AT Yt & TR Sera RS (SIR) A fagR 2025 faem=ayr gAme & we faarfed gef
" ¥ U B =Y o fer

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and allies welcomed the process as necessary to remove
“infiltrators” from voter lists, while the Congress and Rashtriya Janata Dal decried it as
systematic disenfranchisement — part of what they termed as “vote chori” (vote theft),
alleging collusion between the Election Commission of India and the ruling BJP to manipulate
electoral rolls in the latter’s favour.

YT 3R I FeaIfrl = 39 Ufsha &1 Adardl gat ¥ “gafeal” & gem & e siawad
AT, STafds BT SR I1eTG A $U AR ARSI g1, T “die ARy BT e aamn
3R SRIY T fs uiRe frate= ST iR TRee YISt & st HoerdT It & gXU e
& forg forefra g1

The controversy was not confined to campaign rhetoric.

g fdare dad AT SaHeTell dob Al 781 38T

The SIR process required many interventions by the Supreme Court.

SIR UfehdT & e B & B3 seday IS Us |

The scale of the revision was unprecedented: approximately 68 lakh electors were
deleted, while 24 lakh were added, resulting in a net deletion of around 44 lakh voters
between January 2025 and October 2025.

QARIEIOT T UHHT SYAYd YT TTHT 68 AR HAGIATSH I gerl 741, Safdh 24 ARG U SiIg 1T
— g FERY 2025 | agER 2025 & ST THIT 44 ARG AdGTaTs B Y[ detdl g5

A critical question emerges: did the SIR process actually influence the election outcome?

T AUl AT I 5: T SIR HichaT 7 aRdd § g1a UROIH &1 wifad fasare

A data-driven analysis comparing changes in vote share pattems with the extent of electoral
roll deletions across Assembly constituencies suggests that it did not play a determining role
in the NDA’s victory.

Ader ufawra § geardl @1 o Aderar gat § g8 detdl I R4 arcll Ser-mutia s
gardi § f& SIR ufehan 3 TAsie 3t shta # fAuifae yftrer 78 Ry |
The electoral outcome itself showed remarkable continuity with the 2024 general election.

A IROTAT & 2024 & FGGHT TG ot & FaRar fears <

The NDA secured close to 46.6% of the vote share in the Assembly polls, a marginal drop of
around 1.4 percentage points from the parliamentary elections held in May 2024.

TASIT A fAUFTHT A1 § AT 46.6% e AR SRS a1, S 7S 2024 AHTHT gA1d &
e TR F TTHT 1.4 U= 3P HH o1

The Mahagatbandan’s vote share declined more sharply, by approximately 2.2 percentage
points from 39.2% to 37%.

HENTSEY &1 dic VIR 34D FIRT — 39.2% | UTHR 37%, TH! ATHT 2.2 UFA=Id 3 oI
fiRTac|

While these shifts favoured the NDA, the pattem suggests the alliance retained rather than
expanded its existing advantage over the Opposition.

Ig 9GaTd 4o B NDA & U&f H 38 &, A Ue | Wb Herdl § fob Taae = 3o e |
Hie[g a1H 1T ¥4T, I Jer a1

To examine whether the SIR process contributed to these patterns, we analysed two key
variables across Bihar's Assembly constituencies: the change in the vote share difference
between the NDA and MGB from the 2024 general election to the 2025 Assembly elections,
and the decrease in electorate numbers following the SIR as a percentage of the original
electoral roll.

gﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ?smmﬁaﬁzﬁﬁwﬁammﬂﬁau@meﬁw
RIE2 IR

(1) 2024 TAHIHT TG 3R 2025 fAYTTIHT TATT & g NDA 3R MGB & die R | 3ieR,
(2) SIR & ®HRUT AT & | HHY, foR Jo TTaIdT I o U= & =4 T ¢ 1 T4
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Map 1 illustrates the changes in vote share difference between the two elections at the
Assembly constituency level.

AT 1 fAYFGHT &5 TR R <1 gA1a) & o die AR 3R A §Y aeand e 8|

The darker red shading indicates constituencies where the NDA increased its advantage over
the MGB, while the darker blue shading shows the opposite.

TR 1 T a1 &5 d € STal NDA 3 MGB WR U §¢d S¢HT, Jafdh X A &7 SU%
faudia Tbd PRA T

Map 2 depicts the decrease in the electorate across constituencies, with the darker red
indicating larger percentage reductions in voter numbers following the SIR process.

Ay 2 fafvr e o Aarerarsil @t T § et R 8, Set Mevr e 1 Siftre wetet o
ERUGIE]

Chart 3 plots these two variables against each other for every Assembly constituency in
Bihar.

A1E 3 3 &HI HRBI DI fIgR & &R TAUHIHT &85 F U Th-gR & AT wiie a1 |

If the SIR process had systematically benefited the NDA by removing Opposition voters, we
would expect to see a clear pattern: constituencies with higher deletions showing greater
increases in the NDA’s vote share advantage.

¢ SIR = Fafyd ¥ 4 faueht wagrarsi &1 geTdHR NDA &I A1Y Ugardl gidT, df T b
Oc femdr — 5 & & e Sifere Feldt, 981 NDA 1 9ad i die IR ged|

The scatter plot, however, tells a different story.

Afp WheR wic $3 3R & HeT Faar g

Correlation analysis of SIR impact
SIR YHTd Pl AgddY

The correlation coefficient between these variables is 0.192, indicating an extremely weak
positive relationship.

TR & g YgHay 0N 0.192 T, SNl ST HHSNR ABHRIAD Tae B A Hal g
To understand what this means, consider that correlation coefficients range from -1
(representing a perfect negative correlation), to +1 (representing a perfect positive
correlation), with 0 (indicating no relationship whatsoever). ]

Ig qrg & fo for 3o o §, e < fob geiae 0T -1 |/ +1 d% 81d §, Sigl -1 quf
TPRTHAD TeHad, +1 YUf GPRIAS Jeuad, 3R 0 o7 3rf H1S Yoy T S g

At 0.192, the data reveal virtually no meaningful connection between the extent of electoral
roll deletions in a constituency and the change in the NDA'’s advantage over the MGB.

0.192 & TR WR, 31 I8 il & & fh Fafem & o waegrar = P HET 3R
TASIE Ft 9gd ® yRada & ol v S8 arfe dey T8l gl

This is further confirmed by the R2 value of 0.037 visible in the chart’s trendline, which
indicates that only 3.7% of the variation in the NDA'’s electoral performance can be explained
by changes in the electoral roll.

g 91d 91 Bt ggia 3T § s 37 a1at R? = 0.037 ¥ 3R WY gt €, S 91T § fob gidie &
AT G=A | Ryt 3.7% URaed 31 51 Aagrar gt # Igard I GH S 96l 5|

In practical terms, Assembly constituencies that experienced large-scale deletions were no
more likely to see an increase in the NDA'’s vote share advantage than constituencies with
minimal deletions.

AERTR® w0 3, o fqurgHT &3 §f 93 T8 W daarar fadiu= gar, a8l TIdIY &t dgd
& B WUTGAT I a1 AT Rt 377 &1 & STgT fadiu 9gd o 1|

Similarly, constituencies with smaller reductions in the electorate showed no distinct pattern in
voting behaviour compared to those with larger reductions.

S0 UBR, S &1 § o faeius gofl, 981 e SAaeR | $Is 3T e ol fawl, 37!
e H gl Siftres faretuT gl

The scatter plot itself is revealing.

WX WIe 3T 39 H 9gd $6 91 T 3
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Points are dispersed widely across both axes with no clear upward or downward trend.

%g?ﬂa%ﬁ&r&ﬁmwwﬁaﬁ@%’, 3R AT HWR Bt 3R 3R =1 = Bt 3R HE Ty vy
|

The near-flat trendline and the clustering of points across the entire spectrum suggest that the
SIR’s impact, if any, was not a determining factor in electoral outcomes.

T HAd TS R R I | figaft &1 Terra Tavd < € fb SIR &1 9YTa, S B8 o1
ft, frorfae sR® =71 oIl

Had the revision systematically disenfranchised Opposition voters to the NDA'’s benefit, the
data would show constituencies with higher deletion rates trending toward greater NDA
advantage — a pattern conspicuously absent from the analysis.

g TRMeH = Faryd ¥4 9 fauelt aie’l @1 gerd? TIeIU & ary Ugardl gidl, i sel |
feraTg 3ar i S=a faiiu= arat &= ® T &t sgd 3 gt — Qfds U1 BIg e Hivjg
TIg

The conclusion is straightforward.

ey Her 3|

There was no major increase in NDA vote shares relative to the decrease in the electorate
across Bihar.

fIgR ¥ AderdT 9= UeH & Savjg TISIU & dic XX | $Ig 981 g ol 53

The NDA'’s advantages from the 2024 general election remained largely intact, and the
coalition’s victory appears to have been based on the same factors that gave it an edge in the
parliamentary polls rather than being a product of the SIR process.

2024 THHHT TG H TISIT $1 S dgd UY, T8 T I D1 a9 g1, 3R T3ee &1 ofid
3761 HR®I IR ATYIRA feaeht &, 71 i SIR ufehar & FRuM|

This is not to diminish the concerns about the SIR process.

ST AdeS I8 181 & b SIR wfthan i dex fRiamd Tewe B

After all, data revealed that there was a disproportionate decrease in the number of women in
the electorate following the SIR, leading to the gender ratio dropping from 907 in the January
rolls to a meagre 892 in the final rolls released in September.

MRER®R, ST A G/ o SIR & d1e Aigar Aagrarsi ot Ie | srgferd $t o, o
fRTuTa 907 (@Tadt) ¥ iR R 892 (Rredaw) 8 T

And yet, women turned out in much larger numbers when compared to men (four lakh more
despite being forty lakh fewer in the rolls).

iR off, Afgarsit & goul &I Ta & Fal AP e d gaer forar (i & 40 arg U s
& SIaY[S 4 AT 3P AT die S ugd) |

However, the data also suggest that the SIR, despite being a political flashpoint, did not alone
determine the outcome of Bihar’s election.

gTailer, SeT I8 4t faxaran @ fos wreriifaes faare 9 & sae[g, SIR 7 3d f9gR & g
aRom &t FRuffea =& o
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How can State PSCs be reformed?

ions? What is the role of the Ministry of

How did the Montagu Chelmsford report lead to the establishment of present-day Public Service Cc

Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions? Is a periodical review of the examination syllabi necessary?

EXPLAINER

Gopalakrishna. V

The story so far:
he 2025 national conference of
chairpersons of the State Public
Service Commissions (PSCs) is
being hosted by the Telangana
State Public Service Commission on
December 19 and 20. Every year,
whenever State PSCs conduct
examinations for recruitment, they are
mired in one controversy or the other.
Aspirants often have to seek judicial
recourse, due to which the entire process
is derailed, leading to a ‘trust deficit’. This
is an outcome of systemic lapses, both
structural and procedural, which exist in
almost all State PSCs. This conference
would be an apt occasion to discuss such
issues and more.

‘What is the history of PSCs?

The PSCs in India are a product of India’s
struggle for Independence. The entry of
Indians into the civil services on the sole
criterion of merit was embedded in the
demand for ‘selfrule’. The Montagu
Chelmsford report accepted the demand
and proposed a permanent office free
from political influence to regulate service
matters. The first Public Service

Commission for the Union was formed in
1926. Later the Government of India Act,
1935 provided for the establishment of
one PSC for each province. These
provisions were continued by the framers
of the Constitution, and so today we have
a Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) and PSCs in each State to
primarily serve the needs of recruitment.

How are these commissions
structured?

‘The UPSC functions in a relatively
politically sterile environment. The
members are appointed based on merit
and rich prior experience in puhluc
affairs. Moreover,

PLEASE

POSTPQ“\". \
GROUPZ !‘\'\

A revamp: Applicants of Telangana State Public Service Commission Group 2 exam stage a protest to postpone the exam, in Hyderabad in 2023, NAGARA GOPAL

the examinations regularly.

What can be done?
First, manpower planning should be

members from of all zones of lhe counlry
is ensured. While the Constitution does
not memion minimum age or

How do they work? systematised and a separate ministry

The UPSC undenakes a penodu:al should be created for personnel

exercise of ‘This Ministry should clearly
not only of icians but layout a five-year road map for

also civil servants, social activists etc. to recruitment so that State PSCs are able to

recommend changes in the syllabi and notify and conduct the examination

achieve a balance between academics and

most of th
members are at least above the age of 55,
and enjoy a reputation of being apolitical.
On the other hand, State PSCs operate in
a politically osmotic environment and the
pmverbnal “spoils system' is visible i in the

y They are
able to tap the best talent from across the
country to formulate question papers and
also evaluate them. A time tested method
of ‘inter-se’ moderation of scores is
followed at different levels of the

process.

Along the lines of the 41st amendment
of the Constitution (1976), which raised
the maximum age limit of the members of
State PSCs from 60 to 62 years in order to
attract meritorious and experienced civil
servants, there is a need for another

‘The min

process. The
requirements of minimum age,
qualifications and public experience are
given a short shrift.

The Union government has vast
manpower needs. This is matched by
financial resources to meet the retirement
obligations of the superannuated and the
remunerative needs of fresh entrants. It
has also created a dedicated ministry, the

Grievances

Ministry of Personnel, Public

and Pensions in 1985, to formulate all

policies in the field of personnel
regular

S0 otk The
UPSC ably balances conflicting interests of
transparency and confidentiality by being
quick to respond to any lapses and
making systemic changes so that aspirants
do not often have to seek judicial recourse
for grievances.

On the other hand, State PSCs do not
appoint committees regularly to redraft
the syllabus; are constrained to tap

age for
appointment as a member should be
fixed at 55 and the maximum age at 65.
‘The stipulation of minimum age will
enable appointment of experienced
individuals while increasing the
maximum age will enable State PSCs to
benefit from the experience of senior civil
servants who have retired at 60 for a
longer period than under the existing

academic resources from within the State; | provisions.
and are not able to achi This d could also specify the
‘inter-se” moderation in evaluation. ’mey necessary qualifications that members
also have the daunting task of making need in order to be appointed. For

declaration of vacancies complex calculations to accurately
government enabling the UPSC to notify, incorporate not only vertical reservations
the results of the but also horizontal reservations. Meeting
examinations conducted by it with demands of regional quntas in lhe
regularity and precision. form of zonal
In contrast, the needs of the All these lead to LDI\DI‘IUOUS

States are limited and not planned. Often,

litigation in one form or the other

delaying the recruitment process.
These are some of the main reasons

limiting the efficient of State

example, in order to be an ‘official’
member, expenence as Secrelary to a
State

changing academic scenario and the
syllabi for examinations as stipulated by
the UPSC. Every proposal for revision
should be placed in the public domain
and changes can be made after public
consultation. Knowledge on State specific
areas like regional history, regional
economy and regional geography, in
which the availability of faculty is limited,
should be tested in the objective type
format so that there would be no scope
for complaint on the grounds of
asymmetry of information and value
laden correction. Thus, while the
preliminary examination may continue in
the objective format, the main

examination should be a mixture of
objective and subjective papers. The
process of translation of the questions
from English to the regional language
should not only involve technology for
secrecy but also the human element so
that the right meaning is conveyed. Care
should be taken to regularly change the
pattern of questions so that the role of
Al-chat bots, as a source of information
for formulating answers, is effectively
countered.

Finally, the Secretary of the State PSCs
should be a senior officer with prior
experience as either Commissioner of
School ion or Secretary of the

this rank should be supulamd while (or
‘non-official’ members 10 years of
practice in a i i

Board of Intermediate education to
enable effective supervision of the
ination branch of the Commission.

law, medicine, or engineering: should be
stipulated. A mandatory pre-consultation
with the Ieader of the Opposition before

i for

PSCs and their declining credibility. Often

governments do not have a dedicated
Ministry of Personnel. And therefore,
vacancies are not notified regularly by the
government which effectively means that
State PSCs are not required to conduct

d students comment that they
have lost faith in State Commissions and
would like the UPSC to conduct the
examinations. Time bound structural and
procedural reforms are required to
restore faith in State PSCs.

How can State PSCs be reformed?

ST AP FaT TN (PSC) W JUR &4 fHam o1 gevar g2

The 2025 national conference of chairpersons of the State Public Service
Commissions (PSCs)

non-official members Thus, a State wide
panel of eminent people — those with
high standing, integrity, merit and

ind d should be i

and periodically updated.
Secondly, the syllabus should be
revised periodically, keeping in view the

Transparency and confidentiality should
be balanced on the lines of the UPSC.

If these changes are effected, one
would have vibrant Public Service
Commissions at the State level on par
with the Union Public Service
Commission.

The writer is the Founder Director of
Brain Tree IAS Hyderabad and has been
engaged in teaching public administration
Jor the last 35 years.

THE GIST

v

The entry of Indians into the
civil services on the sole
criterion of merit was
embedded in the demand for
‘self-rule’.

v

The manpower needs of the
States are limited and not
planned. Often, they lack the
financial resources to meet the
retirement and recruitment
obligations of their employees
leading to extension of the
superannuation age and
postponement of recruitment.

v

State PSCs do not appoint
committees regularly to redraft
the syllabus; are constrained to
tap academic resources from
within the State; and are not
able to achieve satisfactory
‘inter-se” moderation in
evaluation.

2025 3759 T |aT TANT (PSCs) & SeA&H BT AP e

o The 2025 national conference of chairpersons of the State Public Service Commissions
(PSCs) is being hosted by the Telangana State Public Service Commission on December
19 and 20.
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2025 ITPTT T Y Wb al SHRNT (PSCs) b 3eall BT 19 3 20 fGHaR 1 damn
W AT SMTINT GRT AT 35T o1 @7 &

Every year, whenever State PSCs conduct examinations for recruitment, they are mired in
one controversy or the other. ] ]

e a¥, 99 1t 9 PSCs Ul 3 forg ol Smaford o 8, 3 fanddt 7 foht faare & g 9 €|
Aspirants often have to seek judicial recourse, due to which the entire process is derailed,
leading to a ‘trust deficit’.

3t Y SRR e IUT! 6T TERT A1 IS &, o gt uferan uedt & IR ot 8 8k
a4 Pt FH (trust deficit) ITT B g

This is an outcome of systemic lapses, both structural and procedural, which exist in almost
all State PSCs.

g TTHT TH T[T PSCs H HIN[g WS 3R UfehanTd @iyt o1 aRomd g1

This conference would be an apt occasion to discuss such issues and more.

g IHT T el 3R 37 Ugqsii iR =i o &1 IRId 3/awR ghm|

What is the history of PSCs?
PSCs &1 sfagrd T 8?

The PSCs in India are a product of India’s struggle for Independence.

YRd § PSCs, YRd & WaFdl GUH BT RO ¢ |

The entry of Indians into the civil services on the sole criterion of merit was embedded in the
demand for ‘self-rule’.

YRG! BT Had TQIGT (merit) & 3MYR R faa Jarsft & 7w Ta=ma= (self-rule)’ &1 AR
| fAfgd i

The Montagu Chelmsford report accepted the demand and proposed a permanent office
free from political influence to regulate service matters.

AT ARES fraid 3 39 97 &1 WieR o 3R a1 amal & fafafia s & g
TSIfa® TUTd A gad IR Srafed &1 oard fean|

The first Public Service Commission for the Union was formed in 1926.

9 o oY Ugal i HaT SRIRT 1926 H TS fabar T 7|

Later the Government of India Act, 1935 provided for the establishment of one PSC for
each province.

91G H YRd IR AU, 1935 4 YA Uid & 1 U PSC &1 RIYH1 61 UIay fasan|
These provisions were continued by the framers of the Constitution, and so today we have a
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) and PSCs in each State to primarily serve the
needs of recruitment.

Sifge Fafdrstt 3 39 Taum! &1 TRY @, SR SUM TS §AR U WY @l AT STaRT
(UPSC) 3R U o8 B Ul BT STaxaddlaefl &I g1 = & ol PSCs AN & |

How are these commissions structured?

T MO &) [T B 872

The UPSC functions in a relatively politically sterile environment.

UPSC 3{0&dhd IeTiifae w4 | sy arararur § &rf e g |

The members are appointed based on merit and rich prior experience in public affairs.

T Bt Fgfad TgET (merit) 3R TTdoi-eG AMHA & TG SIHT & YR W 8 g
Moreover, representation of members from all zones of the country is ensured.

G 3farar, o & gt & T ewt @ wfafAfea gfda fesar sar g

While the Constitution does not mention minimum age or qualifications, most of the appointed
members are at least above the age of 55, and enjoy a reputation of being apolitical.

AT AqH 1Y I1 ARGl 1 Iea el dHal, iR off sifdiepir Aged Taw 55 a9 ¥ ifiew
3R F BId & SR IRTeifo® Bfa ¥ad §

On the other hand, State PSCs operate in a politically osmotic environment and the
proverbial ‘spoils system’ is visible in the appointment process.
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TR 3R, T PSCs AST-HiTereh U | WHTIA araravor § %M vd ¢ 3R Fgfes wichar &
HEAd & IR TWiged Rew a1 o IFar g

e The conventional requirements of minimum age, qualifications and public experience are
given a short shrift.
AT 3T, TRGT 3R I U SRt URUR® ATaRadmdIs] &t IUeT &1 Sl § |

e The Union government has vast manpower needs.
H% PR B =M B ATIIH A 9gd ATID g |

e This is matched by financial resources to meet the retirement obligations of the
superannuated and the remunerative needs of fresh entrants.
gg @Tﬂﬁﬁ HHATRYT & retirement obligations 3R By Yif H=Iial ot da-T el
STIRIHar3 P! IR H3 3q T faxita Tareqt & gafdd g1

e It has also created a dedicated ministry, the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions in 1985, to formulate all policies in the field of personnel management.

T U AR AT, BT, T RIeTad SR TR HATErd (1985) 1 RITAT &Y, S
H1ftfe e & aF o guft faat s rar g1

e This ensures regular declaration of vacancies by the government enabling the UPSC to notify,
conduct and declare the results of the examinations conducted by it with regularity and
precision.

T WHR gR1 Rfgaat o Fafia gwon gfa gkt 8, S upsc Fafirdar sik wéiear &
T SHTREET, URTel Tare SR RO Yo &R U1 g

e In contrast, the manpower needs of the States are limited and not planned.
& fauRid, Il &t SFRIfad STaRaHand Sifid iR o1 dierT1 & gt 5|

o Often, they lack the financial resources to meet the retirement and recruitment obligations of
their employees leading to extension of the superannuation age and postponement of
recruitment.
SRR I I fada Taremy &1 w1t gict 8, o Tarfaigfr 3y se1e $iR Helf &Y et
TS g

¢ Most State govemments do not have a dedicated Ministry of Personnel.
SHTEYHTRT I IRBRI & U JHUA PIHD HATT ol BT

e And therefore, vacancies are not notified regularly by the government which effectively means
that State PSCs are not required to conduct the examinations regularly.

3R gufery, Ridaat Fafid S0 @ siftrgfad 78 ot S, o o § & Isa pscs &t
fPrafira ©u & Tt smaifira w ot smaawar et usdl |

www.patrioticias.in

How do they work?

TP PHBIAE?

e The UPSC undertakes a periodical exercise of establishing committees comprising not only of
academicians but also civil servants, social activists etc. to recommend changes in the syllabi
and achieve a balance between academics and contemporary developments.

UPSCWWWWWWWWW% S =1 haa Rrenfag sfew Rifad
e, MRS BRIGA! TS T Bid &, b syllabi & Scad & RIGIRET &t o1 9 3R
SHBIGIHD U FHDIC b & sid Fa R faar S Fo |

o They are able to tap the best talent from across the country to formulate question papers and
also evaluate them.
d R IR I 48 UFAHT D1 I & T&M 81d § dlics Uy 0F TR 6T S b 3IR Ih1 G
fobar T b |

o A time tested method of ‘inter-se’ moderation of scores is followed at different levels of the
examination to minimise subjectivity.
SITT-3{THT WRI R ‘inter-se’ moderation & THI-URITa fafy 3o S § f1fds aafaquRasdn
DI YAqH {1 b |

e The UPSC ably balances conflicting interests of transparency and confidentiality by being
quick to respond to any lapses and making systemic changes so that aspirants do not often
have to seek judicial recourse for grievances.
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UPSC transparency 3R confidentiality P RER fRIR i ol H’gﬁlﬁ Xl % if?tﬁ R Y
gfafehar T 3R TUMENTd GUR FReb, difds 3affal o) IR-GR YA BT YeRT 7 a1 ug |
On the other hand, State PSCs do not appoint committees regularly to redraft the syllabus;
are constrained to tap academic resources from within the State; and are not able to achieve
satisfactory ‘inter-se’ moderation in evaluation. _

TR 3R, AT PSCs Aafid & syllabus &1 JH: FIR A & fag afifaar Fgea 781 #a;
3 I & HiaR Iuasy Qe TareHT db TP gid §; 3R Jedicsd | Yoo ‘inter-se’
moderation UT& -g] &< UM |
They also have the daunting task of making complex calculations to accurately incorporate
not only vertical reservations but also horizontal reservations.

3% vertical reservations 3R horizontal reservations @1 eI Wi I Ffeferd v o forg
SIfed MUY B BT Hid B 1 A1 Tl 2|
Meeting the demands of regional quotas in the form of zonal reservations adds to this
complexity.

zonal reservations & &U H eﬁuﬁaaﬁnﬁﬁﬁwmsﬂmﬁ eﬁvaaé?n%
All these lead to continuous litigation in one form or the other delaying the recruitment
process.

37 Gadb HRUT AR litigation BidT 384T 7, o dif ufehar & 23 8l B
These are some of the main reasons limiting the efficient functioning of State PSCs and their
declining credibility.

Y HG WA HRUT § Sl IAod PSCs & A HATeH Bl A I 5 AR D! credibility P
geTd |
Often aggrieved students comment that they have lost faith in State Commissions and would
like the UPSC to conduct the examinations.

SRR Gifed o fewh wd & fob I e STl W R @l fdar ¢ sk d 9Irgd § fob
TRI&TU UPSC R 3TAIfeTd 1 STl |
Time bound structural and procedural reforms are required to restore faith in State PSCs.
g‘l@ PSCs H Ay 98T #3 & foT IHgs<G structural 3R procedural reforms 3{TaRIDH

I

What can be done?
1 fogT &1 a1 82

First, manpower planning should be systematised and a separate ministry should be created
for personnel management.

Ugdll, manpower planning Call W@H foar S =T 3R personnel management &
foTT T S1efTT HATCTT 1T ST Mg T

This Ministry should clearly layout a five-year road map for recruitment so that State PSCs
are able to notify and conduct the examination process.

g HATR Ul o T Tm uTa-auifg AsHY IR &R difds 59 PSCs SR IR IR b
SR T Tfoha HaTferd R 6o |

Along the lines of the 41st amendment of the Constitution (1976), which raised the
maximum age limit of the members of State PSCs from 60 to 62 years in order to attract
meritorious and experienced civil servants, there is a need for another amendment.
AU & 419 FNYUA (1976) & IR, FoRIH I PSC TR DT Mdwad 31y T 60 &
62 99 TR & 75 R, I UHR 31 T IR WY ST =Tl ¢

The minimum age for appointment as a member should be fixed at §5 and the maximum age
at 65.

Tew & ¥0 § FRyfaa & forg gay oirg 55 SR Sifidman oy 65 Fuiid o ot anfgul

The stipulation of minimum age will enable appointment of experienced individuals while
increasing the maximum age will enable State PSCs to benefit from the experience of senior
civil servants who have retired at 60 for a longer period than under the existing provisions.
AT 31 HT WU SFHdt el &1 FRgfad & GHa s 3R ifdmad 3] g 9 I
PSCs &I 60 ¥ W Yargd aky Rifae Jad! & 3y &1 3iferes THg d arH e
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This amendment could also specify the necessary qualifications that members need in order
to be appointed.

Tg ARNeH T Bt Fgfad & o Sawae qualifications &1 Hft Feiivd o Twarg|

For example, in order to be an ‘official’ member, experience as Secretary to a State
government or a post equivalent to this rank should be stipulated while for ‘non-official’
members 10 years of practice in a recognised profession like law, medicine, or engineering
should be stipulated.

el & AT, ‘official’ member S7H & folT e WHR H Hdd U1 JHDE Uq W 3fIHT
TP EHT TR, Sdfb ‘non-official’ member & 1T ST, Rifeear ar efifrafin @
A U O | 10 a &1 3H SifAard g Al

A mandatory pre-consultation with the leader of the Opposition before appointment may be

considered for non-official members.

;’q&[ F a1 ¥ Fgfaa ¥ ud ifard TRIRf non-official members & T faaR faan ST wesan
I

Thus, a State wide panel of eminent people — those with high standing, integrity, merit and

independence — should be constituted and periodically updated.

Y UDBRIMY IR WX 3= Clﬁ'gT integrity, merit 3R independence arat IGIEG] faaal dt

T Ud SRA ST 1R T SR -9 IR 3USE & o a1y |

Secondly, the syllabus should be revised periodically, keeping in view the changing academic

scenario and the syllabi for examinations as stipulated by the UPSC.

IR, syllabus H uRad=ia Reifre aRaw &ﬁi UPSC gRT RuffRd ureasy &1 e & 1aa

U HI-99Y R =Ny fobar ST afgul

Every proposal for revision should be placed in the public domain and changes can be made

after public consultation.

TN & U URdTd Bl public domain o a1 o EIT%'Q 3R public consultation & 91

URadH by oM =il

Knowledge on State specific areas like regional history, regional economy and regional

geography, in which the availability of faculty is limited, should be tested in the objective

type format so that there would be no scope for complaint on the grounds of asymmetry of

information and value laden correction.

Ioa-fafRiy et S regional history, economy, geography o Tfd S Suasid &1 ad
EU 3% objective type format T U@ ST TR, dlfch SIFBRI B SRAHFT 3R Y-SR
T R RIG™d &1 DI [os A5 |

Thus, while the preliminary examination may continue in the objective format, the main
examination should be a mixture of objective and subjective papers.

Y UhR URIY® glen objective format A SR g gt %‘ S q81 qﬁ&ﬂ objective 3R
subjective papers &I fosror @:ﬁ Bl

The process of translation of the questions from English to the regional language should not
only involve technology for secrecy but also the human element so that the right meaning is
conveyed.

gl b 3FEIST U &= U H translation &1 UichdT | MUl oq Al & AR T dcd ot
M ST A1, ifch T 31ef e g

Care should be taken to regularly change the pattern of questions so that the role of Al-chat
bots as a source of information for formulating answers is effectively countered.

Tg Y far ST =fet fb pattern of questions afiid ®U ¥ ggd oMY afdr IR dIR
&3 | Al-chat bots @1 YT DI YHTA! U I AT ST Gab |

Finally, the Secretary of the State PSCs should be a senior officer with prior experience as
either Commissioner of School Education or Secretary of the Board of Intermediate
Education to enable effective supervision of the examination branch of the Commission.
| ﬁ, IT PSC & Iftid &) senior officer Eﬁ:ﬂ EIT%'Q 5% U Commissioner of School
Education Il Secretary, Board of Intermediate Education FEUH S3TIHd €3f drfes e
G 61 YHTE! TR 81 Hab |
Transparency and confidentiality should be balanced on the lines of the UPSC.

UPSC I dRE &l transparency 3R confidentiality | A SHE QAT Bl

If these changes are effected, one would have vibrant Public Service Commissions at the
State level on par with the Union Public Service Commission.
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Warren Hastings created District Collector system in 1772
Cornwallis Code (1793) separated judiciary and revenue functions
Civil Service roles gradually formalised to strengthen British control
Establishment of covenanted and uncovenanted services

Formation of the Indian Civil Service (ICS)

Lord Wellesley established Fort William College (1800) to train civil servants

Charter Act of 1833 made ICS an open service for all subjects of the British Empire (but
practically restricted to British)

Civil Services exam started in 1855 based on merit, conducted in London
Satyendranath Tagore became first Indian to qualify in 1863

Indianisation slowly increased after 1919

Post-1858 Developments

e Government of India Act 1858 brought services under the Crown

e Aitchison Commission (1886) classified services into Imperial, Provincial and
Subordinate Services

e I[slington Commission (1917) recommended increasing Indian representation

e Government of India Act 1919 created All India and Central Services

e Lee Commission (1924) expanded Indian participation further

| Governance 2411112025
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Safe processing matters more than zesty flavours

here is a shadow — of doubt — over India’s
T food landscape. In recent years, a string of

high-profile food adulteration cases has
shaken consumer confidence. As a result, many
are now more cautious about their everyday food
choices. Street food, once a beloved symbol of
India’s rich culinary culture, is facing growing
scrutiny that is related to safety and hygiene.

In July 2024, raids on 58 pani puri stalls in
Chennai revealed alarming practices. Officials
found vendors using contaminated water and
dipping their hands into chutneys. These cases
are not isolated instances but highlight a
troubling gap in food safety across India’s
informal food sector. While street food brings
tradition and community to life, its hygiene
standards often remain unchecked.

Food safety and standards for both packaged
and unpa foods fall under the purview of
the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI). However, the vast number of
unpackaged food vendors makes it more
challenging for the regulator to enforce safety
standards consistently. In contrast, packaged
foods allow for stricter enforcement of
traceability, transparency, and reliability
standards, due to clearer labelling and
standardised processing protocols.

Packaged foods, safety and trust

India’s packaged food industry is often associated
with convenience. But it also reflects a structured
system of food production shaped by science,
regulation, and evolving consumer expectations.
Compared to the informal food sector, the
organised packaged food industry operates
within a framework of clearer oversight.
Regulatory guidelines set by the FSSAI span the
entire production cycle — from sourcing raw
materials to packaging the final product.

Modern processing techniques further
reinforce this reliability and shelf-life amidst
variable weather conditions. Methods such as
pasteurisation, vacuum sealing and aseptic
packaging are widely adopted across the industry.
These techniques help reduce microbial risks

-
Arpita Mukherjee
is Professor, Indian
Council for Research
on International
Economic Relations

There is a
troubling gap
when it boils
down to
ensuring
uniform food
safety across
India’s informal
food sector

while aiming to retain flavour and nutritional
value. They also support broader distribution and
storage needs, particularly in urban and working
populations.

Transparency is another area where packaged
foods provide clarity. From listing allergens and
ingredients to providing manufacturing and
expiry dates, packaged foods offer consumers,
especially parents, elderly individuals, and
health-conscious individuals, the tools to make
informed dietary decisions.

Importantly, the industry is responding to
growing consumer priorities around processed
foods. Driven by market demand and growing
health awareness, companies are evolving their
product portfolios by introducing a wider range
of offerings that cater to health-conscious
consumers, thereby expanding the choices
available to them. Simultaneously, there is a surge
in fortifying foods with vital micronutrients to
combat widespread nutritional deficiencies.
These shifts mark a responsible and
forward-looking approach that aligns commercial
interests with consumer well-being.

A part of culinary landscape, but with risks
Street food remains a vibrant and integral part of
India’s culinary landscape. It reflects cultural
heritage, supports millions of livelihoods, and
continues to be a popular choice for both locals
and tourists. However, beneath this rich and
flavourful surface lies a series of systemic risks
that cannot be ignored.

A recent analysis by the Observer Research
Foundation paints a grim picture, estimating that
India records a staggering 100 million cases of
food-borne illnesses annually, leading to
approximately 1,20,000 deaths. A significant
portion of these illnesses is linked to
contaminated food from informal sources,
including street vendors, small eateries and
roadside stalls. These are not just statistics. They
represent a significant public health burden that
disproportionately affects the most vulnerable
sections of society.

The quality of street food often deteriorates

Safe processing matters more than zesty flavours

WRIEd TR geue wWal & 3ifire Hgeyuf

Food safety, street food and packaged foods in India

YR H W YR, Wie 78 3R b

&S

due to incorrect cooking practices. The reuse of
cooking oil, for instance, is a common practice
that not only diminishes the nutritional value of
the food but can also lead to the formation of
harmful trans fats and other toxic compounds.
Similarly, the incentive to use cheaper,
adulterated ingredients is high. These practices
frequently trigger localised outbreaks of food
poisoning and other gastrointestinal illnesses,
which often go unreported, further masking the
true scale of the problem.

The FSSAI has introduced initiatives to train,
certify, and integrate these vendors into the
regulatory framework. In collaboration with the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) it
launched a food safety training programme for
street food vendors in Mumbai. The training
modules include personal hygiene, safe food
handling, storage protocols to prevent
contamination and proper waste disposal. At the
same time, the unol ised nature and sheer
scale of the sector make this a gradual and
ongoing effort.

Foster a commitment to safe

While packaged foods go beyond convenience
and reflect a science-led, structured approach to
addressing food safety concerns, it is important
to ensure that street foods are safe and hygienic
through training and rating of street vendors
under national-level campaigns such as the Eat
Right India movement or the Clean Street Food
Hub (CSFH).

As India progresses on its path of
modernisation and urbanisation, ensuring access
to safe and hygienic food must become a top
priority for all stakeholders involved. While the
romance and tradition of street food remain
integral to India’s cultural fabric, the associated
health risks cannot be overlooked especially
when public health is a national priority. The
future of food in India must be shaped not by
sentiment, but by an unwavering commitment to
safety.

The views expressed are personal

e There is a shadow — of doubt — over India’s food landscape. In recent years, a string of

high-prole food adulteration cases has shaken consumer confidence. As a result, many are
now more cautious about their everyday food choices. Street food, once a beloved symbol of
India’s rich culinary culture, is facing growing scrutiny that is related to safety and hygiene.
YR & WY TR |R U8 &I SAT 5| G & aul H, 5 g-T11 A B ST = Al
U fayra & e 31 81 39 uRuTTRGE T, 3@ s AT ST ASHRT BI @I TG Bl
AR 3P Tad g1 T & | Ff YRA B! TG UTh-Ipia 1 O Ul 81 Wie TS 3d &
3R ST A S Ted URIE0T BT JHAT R T 8|

o In July 2024, raids on 58 pani puri stalls in Chennai revealed alarming practices. Officials
found vendors using contaminated water and dipping their hands into chutneys. These
cases are not isolated instances but highlight a troubling gap in food safety across India’s
informal food sector. While street food brings tradition and community to life, its hygiene
standards often remain unchecked.
TATg 2024 T A9 T DI 75 58 U YRI Iefed R SUART A FRiaree wursit &1 e faan
SffreTiRal 3 fagharait &) g Tt o7 IUENT R §U SR Te-it H 3U= R o g¢ umm|
e 3bal el §, Sfedp R HRA & TS @rel 85 7 Wl JR&M &1 T THR ol &t
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e Food safety and standards for both packaged and unpackaged foods fall under the purview
of the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). However, the vast number of
unpackaged food vendors makes it more challenging for the regulator to enforce safety
standards consistently. In contrast, packaged foods allow for stricter enforcement of
traceability, transparency, and reliability standards, due to clearer labelling and
standardised processing protocols.

s 3NY 3PS @I Uerf P JRaT 3R AMe HRAH Tl GR&HT 3% A UTie o
(FSSAl)%&ﬁw&hﬁ&nﬁ%lW@Hﬁ%%mﬁﬁmmﬁuﬁ%m
IRET DT B AAR AR BT Hid &1 Gt ¢ | 3P [AURId, FPes BS WF AT 3R

AHS G TRARAT Meldhid & HRUT eHfaferd!, mﬁhaﬁ?ﬁmmﬁﬁ&m

T | ] B B AR 3 B

Packaged foods, safety and trust

TFS TS, GR&M AR U
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¢ |ndia’s packaged food industry is often associated with convenience. But it also reects a
structured system of food production shaped by science, regulation, and evolving
consumer expectations. Compared to the informal food sector, the organised packaged
food industry operates within a framework of clearer oversight.

YR BT Fhes BS ITUNT AHRR JfauT J et ordn ¢ | A g fagm, Fraw= ok seacdt
SuHYFEr sragns ¥ Ffifa e WRia W Iare yumedt &1 o g=iTdn 81 SRS @ &
@I qa § Tfed G Fe IeNT e Wy AR efa & ek wrf e |

e Regulatory guidelines set by the FSSAI span the entire production cycle — from sourcing

raw materials to packaging the Cnal product
FSSAI gR1 PeiRd Fameid fe=iée @ Sate = @ thel g1d § — e Arer ot WIRfT 3
AHR Sife IaTe & YHRAT a5 |

¢ Modern processing techniques further reinforce this reliability and shelf-life amidst variable
weather conditions. Methods such as pasteurisation, vacuum sealing and aseptic
packaging are widely adopted across the industry. These techniques help reduce microbial
risks while aiming to retain [lavour and nutritional value. They also support broader
distribution and storage needs, partlcularly in urban and working populations.
Y TR dd-idh dgad! AH TRl & i 39 faya-aar Sik Aew argw o
3R T HRl B Wﬁ%%ﬁﬁ@m@mﬁ
TS =Y § 0TS T8 g ﬁaﬁ%q&ﬂawﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁwmﬁ% EsIkd]
2 1 3R NI Yo ! ST G HT A&7 T o | 3 faRy U & et 3R HHHIe! S
H S faaRor SR USRI &1 sRexal o | T\ <ot &)

o Transparency is another area where packaged foods provide clarity. From listing allergens
and ingredients to providing manufacturing and expiry dates, packaged foods oller
consumers, especially parents, elderly individuals, and health-conscious individuals, the tools
to make informed dietary decisions.

TRERIAN U6 3R &7 § SRl Uds e Wyl U &7d ¢ | Tae-d oMY $AfStey & gt &
I AR FAior iR Tty faf¥ sam 9@, oS T Suiadrs — faxivdR Ardr-fdr, g
3R WIS e® faqal — ﬁﬁmwwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ LTS TSR
YA FRI B |

e Importantly, the industry is responding to growing consumer priorities around processed
foods. Driven by market demand and growing health awareness, companies are evolving
their product portfolios by introducing a wider range of o Jerings that cater to health-
conscious consumers, thereby expanding the choices available to them.

TEa Ul U T, I HIERS B S SR A gedl SuHiad! arfRimdrs o1 9 & 3612 | IR
ﬁmﬁ?aﬁwm@ﬁhﬂaﬁmmwﬁﬁﬂmaﬁﬁaﬁam
1 3R TR Suniarel ¥ R sl Ry R e o= @ 8 AR 379 R
Iuisy It 1 SR §¢ W@ B
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e Simultaneously, there is a surge in fortifying foods with vital micronutrients to combat
widespread nutritional delJciencies.

= 99, ATUS U9uT Bt HT F FHueq & [T siawas Argwigfeted ¥ g uardf &
BIEHTS (JEg) B H ol 3ME B

e These shifts mark a responsible and forward-looking approach that aligns commercial
interests with consumer well-being.

3 yRad Ue fomigR iR TP & eid &, S saraariie fgdl & SuHan
ST & 1Y Fferd B 3

A part of culinary landscape, but wit_h risks
QY uikexyg 31 fg<n, dfe= sifew & a1y

e Street food remains a vibrant and integral part of India’s culinary landscape. It reflects
cultural heritage, supports millions of livelihoods, and continues to be a popular choice for
both locals and tourists. However, beneath this rich and flavourful surface lies a series of
systemic risks that cannot be ignored.

I B YRA & T URERT BT U Sitad R M G 51 §311 5 | I8 AR Iidh ToRIId Bl
CRITAT 8, ATl TN b1 SATeilfaepT B THU T 8, SR R @il g Gdeep! aiHl & forg A ia
fAeed &1 38T ¢ | BT, 39 THG 3R WP Idg & - TH Fs WuITeiiTd ofaw fd §
S ToR3faret g1 foam o Febell|

e Arecent analysis by the Observer Research Foundation paints a grim picture, estimating
that India records 100 million food-borne iliness cases annually, leading to approximately
1,20,000 deaths.

Sifeerd’ fead BIESRM & U giferan fa=eioor A fidome ol foar g, foraed 3 aR
YR H & 91 100 firfera=t @rer wifva Sianial & amm@ o g1d &, S @4 1,20,000 Hiat
&1 BRI §d g

¢ A significant portion of these illnesses is linked to contaminated food from informal sources,
including street vendors, small eateries and roadside stalls.

1 IR} &1 U a7 3w gftra e ¥ S81 €, S SFenie Jidl—oid Tie der, Bict
WU gHH! 3R TS fHAR Wial—3 31Tl g

o These are not just statistics; they represent a major public health burden, disproportionately
affecting vulnerable sections of society.
J FId 3Hips T8l 8; T U g ATdeT~1p WA e HT Ui o= g, S JHS & Jad
FHAGR T DI SHF 0 4 GUIId FRal g |

e The quality of street food often deteriorates due to incorrect cooking practices.
TEd UehT Bt HAT3HT & BRI KIE B3 B UG SRR TR g 9Tl ¢ |

e The reuse of cooking oil is a common practice that reduces nutritional value and leads to
the formation of harmful trans fats and toxic compounds.

BB AT BT IR-TR SUANT U 3T TUT €, SN W1 Uerdf & U6l e &1 HH Bl § AR
BIMSRS i Hey g favd At &1 AT St |

e The incentive to use cheaper, adulterated ingredients is also high, frequently causing

localised food poisoning and gastrointestinal illnesses that often go unreported.

T, fyaract erif & It 7 getvE o 31t g 8, R RIF R W B8 urgsf=i
3R Ye § Heiftrd SATRET BIell 8, Sl SRR & 781 B1ell|

e The FSSAI has introduced initiatives to train, certify, and integrate these vendors into the
regulatory framework.

FSSAI A & fadsareft &1 URifara &<, THiford $3a 3R Fame gie & Jnfid &= & fore &g
U5 & DI G

¢ |n collaboration with the BMC, it launched a food safety training programme for street food
vendors in Mumbai, covering hygiene, safe handling, storage protocols, and proper waste
disposal.
steait & Ty AR, I8 4o A e g fasbdisit & forw oo @rer gRef ufRien swrefea
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¢ However, the unorganised nature and sheer scale of the sector make this a gradual and
ongoing effort.

BIdiD, 3T &3 $! SroaafRyd Upfa 3R e TurHr 39 teh it oik AR ufshar sAran ]

Foster a commitment to safety

qR&n & ufa ufasar & gerar

o While packaged foods reflect a science-led, structured approach to food safety, it is important
to ensure that street foods are safe and hygienic through training and rating under national
campalgns such as Eat Right India and Clean Street Food Hub (CSFH).
wTel 0% s Fam- o, TRy Qe e &) wifd ¥, ot g8 gfifdd o +ft Ayl
%%@Evgzﬁmﬁaﬁ?we‘r, Wmﬁmgﬁm 3R R W BS 89 (CSFH)
ST TP gl & dgd URIen SR I 1 S =nfee

¢ As India progresses in modernisation and urbanisation, ensuring access to safe and
hygienic food must become a top priority for all stakeholders.

YR S-S 3nYFraieur 3R redteheur 1 3k §¢ 361 7, Wit 3R w3 HivH de ugd
R B ot figaeRe! ot =i urufiedr g =g

o  While the tradition and charm of street food remain integral to India’s cultural identity, the
associated health risks cannot be ignored—especially when public health is a national
priority.

WIe T8 &1 ATHYUN 3R TWIRT HRA B ARG e TgaH BT T B a9 384 §, At 339
TS TTRA SHFEHI B ToRSIE a1 bl ol Yhdl—faRVSR S HTdeii-1ep ¥R AT
I B |

e The future of food in India must be shaped not by sentiment, but by an unwavering
commitment to safety.

URA T UIoH &1 Ufaw yraHTsi 9§ g1, sfew 3ige GR&mm ufaasar 9 0 g1 dfg Ul

International Relations 24/11/2025
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UNSC reforms no longer an option but a necessity: Modi at IBSA meet
T ————

Press Trust of India
JOHANNESBURG

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said re-
form of the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC)
was no longer an option
but a necessity, and assert-
ed that the India-Brazil-
South Africa troika should
send a clear message for
changes to institutions of
global governance.

Addressing the India-
Brazil-South Africa (IBSA)
leaders summit here, Mr.
Modi said that at a time
when the world appeared
fragmented and divided,
the IBSA could provide a
message of unity, coopera-
tion, and humanity.

He proposed institution-
alising the IBSA NSA-level
meeting to strengthen se-
curity cooperation among
the three countries.

“In the fight against ter-

rorism, we must move for-
ward in close coordina-
tion. There is no place for
any double standards on
such a serious issue,” Mr.
Modi said at the meeting
attended by South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
and Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.
The Prime Minister said
the IBSA was not just a
group of three countries
but an important platform
connecting three conti-
nents, three major demo-
cratic nations, and three
major economies.
Highlighting technolo-
gy’s crucial role in ensur-
ing human-centric deve-
lopment, the Prime
Minister proposed esta-
blishing an IBSA Digital In-
novation Alliance to facili-
tate the sharing of digital
public infrastructure such
as unified payments inter-
face (UPD), health plat-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa (left) and Brazil President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. AN

forms such as CoWIN, cy-
bersecurity  frameworks
and women-led tech initia-
tives among the three
countries.

‘Timely meet’

Appreciating the IBSA
Fund’s work in supporting
projects across 40 coun-

tries in sectors such as edu-
cation, health, women em-
powerment and solar
energy, Mr. Modi proposed
the IBSA Fund for Climate
Resilient  Agriculture to
further advance South-
South cooperation.

He said the IBSA meet-
ing was timely as it coincid-

ed with the first G20 Sum-
mit on African soil and
marked the culmination of
four consecutive G20 pre-
sidencies by Global South
countries, out of which the
last three were by the IBSA
members.

This has resulted in sev-
eral important initiatives
focused on human-centric
development, multilateral
reform and sustainable
growth, he said.

Mr. Modi also invited IB-
SA leaders to the Al Impact
Summit to be held in India
next year, even as he em-
phasised the grouping’s
potential to contribute to
the development of safe,
trustworthy and human-
centric Al norms.

The Prime Minister said
the IBSA can complement
each other’s development
and become an example
for sustainable growth.

He highlighted coopera-

tion opportunities in areas
such as millets, natural
farming, disaster resi-
lience, green energy, tradi-
tional medicine and health
security.

‘No ordinary grouping’
Later, in a post on social
media, Mr. Modi said the
IBSA reflects “our endur-
ing commitment to streng-
thening the voice and aspi-
rations of the Global South.
IBSA is no ordinary
grouping.”

“Ours is a bond that is
heartfelt, carrying with it
diversity, shared values
and shared aspirations. All
three IBSA nations have
held the G20 Presidency in
the last three years and
have used this opportunity
to further the human-cen-
tric agenda,” he said.

The IBSA grouping fo-
cuses on promoting South-
South cooperation, push-

UNSC reforms no longer an option but a necessity: Modi at IBSA meet
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UNSC reforms no longer an option but a necessity: Modi at IBSA meet
YA GUR 39 fawer T8l afew Smazadar: Msaivay dod o
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday said reform of the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) was no longer an option but a necessity, and asserted
that the India-Brazil-South Africa troika should send a clear message for changes
to institutions of global governance.

qumsﬂﬂiatﬁzﬁﬁtﬁaﬂaﬁwﬁﬁmwgw WW)ﬁﬁﬂRm
Sf&roT 3rptepT Tt

fdpey Tt sfcr T Smazgeen g, 3R

g Hi ®el fb YRd-

3\ A 2T TRIFT H ST % 31T TWE HIR Nor ARl
Addressing the India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA) leaders summit here, Mr. Modi said
that at a time when the world appeared fragmented and divided, the IBSA could

prowde a message of unity, cooperation, and humanity.

U6} WRA-SToNa-Gfa1uT SptepT (ST

ing for reforms in global
governance systems and
enhancing collaboration
among developing nations.

In September, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar, Brazilian Foreign Mi-
nister Mauro Vieira, and
the Minister in the Presi-
dency for Women, Youth
and Persons with Disabili-
ties of South Africa Sindi-
siwe Chikunga had met on
the sidelines of the annual
United Nations General As-
sembly session in New
York.

The Ministers had called
for an ambitious, compre-
hensive and profound re-
form of the United Nations,
particularly the UN Securi-
ty Council, to adapt it to
contemporary geopolitical
realities and address new
global challenges.

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 4
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He proposed institutionalising the IBSA NSA-level meeting to strengthen security
cooperation among the three countries.
3511 il <=t & ST RET WEART bl Aolgd B & (AT TS ITHY TILHY-F g
9% B TR S BT U1 e
“In the fight against terrorism, we must move forward in close coordination. There is
no place for any double standards on such a serious issue,” Mr. Modi said at the
meeting attended by South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.
it M A HgT, “IATdHaIG & RITH TSTs | gH gy FH-a0 H ([ 961 g1 TH
nm@wmmmmﬁquﬁ%mgmmm%
fafva TmTEre SiR sTeite & Igufa gee ST e of fiear grr | ods

TS|

The Prime Minister said the IBSA was not just a group of three countries but an
important platform connecting three continents, three major democratic nations,
and three major economies.
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Highlighting technology’s crucial role in ensuring human-centric development, the
Prime Minister proposed establishing an IBSA Digital Innovation Alliance to
facilitate the sharing of digital public infrastructure such as unified payments
interface (UPI), health platforms such as CoWIN, cybersecurity frameworks and
women-led tech initiatives among the three countries.

T B e Free e S et 2 ShevaR ot eyt AT fon s 5
gyHAT 7 TgareHt f$ired sdwe vards wiftd

fSforea ufsre Speamr S gWleg, CoWIN, ATER JREMT 2, sﬁvwl%?naﬁm
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‘Timely meet’
[T R G d6F

Appreciating the IBSA Fund’s work in supporting projects across 40 countries in
sectors such as education, health, women empowerment and solar energy, Mr.
Modi proposed the IBSA Fund for Climate Resilient Agriculture to further advance
South-South cooperation.
Rreq, Tara, afgen a=ifRsor iR AR ol o &3 & 40 =0 T uRarsmrsef &
LT HA T AT B8 & B B W11 Bl gy, o At 7 Mg Farghe
fgﬁmﬁqﬁwﬁwmﬁmmma@mmﬂaﬁﬁ?&nﬁmw
I

He said the IBSA meeting was timely as it coincided with the first G20 Summit on
African soil and marked the culmination of four consecutive G20 presidencies by
Global South countries, out of which the last three were by the IBSA members.
IBI HET o AT J6F T TR §5 & i g SAWIhT DI Rt W Uget oft20
RrER 35F & Y MR g3 3R Talad I3 SN §RT AR IR w1120
AT F T F T H @I 5, s § sifaw i snsaieay dewi gri of|

This has resulted in several important initiatives focused on human-centric
development multilateral reform and sustainable growth, he said.

IR FET & 399 AMHA-STRd [P, TgUei GUR IR Had (e | $Rd 58
gyl gl T IRUMH g3 ]

Mr. Modi also invited IBSA leaders to the Al Impact Summit to be held in India next
year, even as he emphasised the grouping’s potential to contribute to the
development of safe, trustworthy and human-centric Al norms.

St T T SMSSITTy Adreit HY 1A aF YRA H 87 ard TS g¥ide afte # i
faaT SiR T 1 &HaT R 9R 31 i a5 [RfEm, fayaia ok wa-sfed varg
AFES! & fadb™ & ANgH IR THhal o

The Prime Minister said the IBSA can complement each other's development and
become an example for sustainable growth.

TYTHAT 3 HT [ SMEATIY TH-gIR & [ADHT Bl R a1 Thdl ¢ AR Tad fadr
&1 ICTERUT & ThdT ¢ |

He highlighted cooperation opportunities in areas such as millets, natural farming,
disaster resilience, green energy, traditional medicine and health security.
TRY R S & & TganT & SHauR| &I @i far|

‘No ordinary grouping’

LN

HTH g a1

Later, in a post on social media, Mr. Modi said the IBSA reflects “our enduring
commitment to strengthening the voice and aspirations of the Global South. IBSA is
no ordinary grouping.’

gIe B, Ard Hifea R te uRke B, ff At 3 $71 i 1Syt waiad a8y &1 ar
3R 3B TeMait &Y Ao B & ufd “BAR) Wil ufdegdr & c2id 31 gy g
YR T a1 ¢ |
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“Ours is a bond that is heartfelt, carrying with it diversity, shared values and shared
aspirations. All three IBSA nations have held the G20 Presidency in the last three
years and have used this opportunity to further the human-centric agenda,” he said.
31 HET, “HART I8 e e @ 7, Foraw fafaeran, Amgn gea iR w1 sapignd
e &1 snsateay & ot o= =it A fwa &= auf o sht2o sremerar Gureh § ok =9
3R BT IUTNT HIFG-bisd TAST B 3M §gH & fag fHar g1
The IBSA grouping focuses on promoting South-South cooperation, pushing for
reforms in global governance systems and enhancing collaboration among
developing nations.
ST g Sferur-gfaror gea o e 37, A T yunferl ¥ guR @l
3T FgM R fwraxita 3= & o9 JganT de W Hiad g1
In September, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, Brazilian Foreign Minister
Mauro Vieira, and the Minister in the Presidency for Women, Youth and Persons with
Disabilities of South Africa Sindisiwe Chikunga had met on the sidelines of the
annual United Nations General Assembly session in New York.
fordaR F, fadwr wi=ft v, srmieR, soia & g wt /Ry fawR, SR &féror sl ot
Hfea, ga1 3R fawan amat o T RifSR frdm 3 =i # aftfe s g
HERIHT ¥ & GRM JareTd B 2R
The Ministers had called for an ambitious, comprehensive and profound reform of
the United Nations, particularly the UN Security Council, to adapt it to
contemporary geopolitical realities and address new global challenges.

i) = e 1Y, =iV gue Ram uivug & Aearsial, e SR T GUR &
A &1 off, s a8 THBTE YITol-ifa® aRafdwarsi & e gl I 3R T
Y ATl o1 T AR 9 |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page44


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

PM calls for global compact
on Al to prevent misuse

The pact must be based on certain core principles like effective human oversight, safety-by-design,

transparency, and restrictions on Al use in deepfakes, crime, terror activities, says Modi at G-20

Press Trust of India
JOHANNESBURG

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday called for a

global compact to prevent
misuse of artificial intelli-
gence (AD, and made a
strong pitch for critical
technologies to be “hu-
man-centric”, instead of
“finance-centric”.

Addressing the third
session of the G-20 Summit
on the topic “A fair and a
just future for all — critical
minerals; decent work; ar-
tificial intelligence”, Mr.
Modi said technology ap-
plications should be “glo-
bal” rather than “national”
and based on “open
source” rather than “exclu-
sive models”. Mr. Modi
said that this vision had
been integrated into In-
dia’s technology ecosys-
tem, and it had resulted in
significant benefits, be it in
space applications, Al or
digital payments, where it
is a world leader.

“We must all ensure that
Al is used for global good
and its misuse is prevent-
ed. To do this, we must
create a global compact on
Al, based on certain core

Laying out a road map: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other world leaders during a session at the
G-20 Summit held in Johannesburg on Sunday. PTi

principles, including effec-
tive human oversight, safe-
ty-by-design, transparen-
cy, and strict restrictions
on the use of Al in deep-
fakes, crime, and terror ac-
tivities,” Mr. Modi said.
The Prime Minister said
Al systems that impact hu-
man life, security, or pu-
blic trust must be “respon-
sible and auditable”. “And
most importantly, Al
should enhance human
capabilities, but the ulti-
mate responsibility for de-
cision-making always re-
mains with humans,” he

added. He said that in this
age of Al, the approach
must rapidly shift from
“jobs of today” to “capabil-
ities of tomorrow”. “Un-
locking talent mobility is
essential for rapid innova-
tion. We made progress on
this topic at the Delhi G20.
We hope that in the next
few years, the G-20 will de-
velop a global framework
for talent mobility,” he
said.

Mr. Modi said that under
the India-Al Mission, acces-
sible  high-performance
computing capacity was

PM calls for global compact on Al to prevent misuse

TYTHAT A TIHTE P GEUANT B AP+ & g Iy awgitd 3t 7 3t

The pact must be based on certain core principles like effective human oversight, safety-
by-design, transparency, and restrictions on Al use in deepfakes, crime, terror

activities, says Modi at G-20
g IHd 6 T Rigial R 31eid g1 TnfeT o wuTdt ardia AR, grem-snurfva
f&oimsa, uReRiar, SR Suthay, srRTY, SiTde Tl & TanE IudiT W ufaey, At A G-

20 § &gl

being built with the aim of
ensuring that Al benefits
reached everyone.

The Prime Minister said
India would be hosting the
Al Impact Summit in Fe-
bruary 2026 with the
theme “Sarvajanam Hi-
taya, Sarvajanam Sukhaya”
[welfare for all, happiness
for all]. He articulated In-
dia’s message for global
well-being, asserting that it
stood for development that
is sustainable, trade that is
trusted, finance that is fair,
and progress in which eve-
ryone prospers.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday called for a global compact to prevent misuse of
artificial intelligence (Al), and made a strong pitch for critical technologies to be human-
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centric, instead of finance-centric.

TyEE R A1 A AIIR B snfEfhRre 2feeia
(Al) & GEUINT B A & o T Afyes THeha o
T BT, 3R TEaqUl db-dh! Bl ATG-bigd T
WR GR fear, 7 o faa-siea
Addressing the third session of the G-20
Summit on the topic “A fair and a just future for
all — critical minerals; decent work; artificial
intelligence”, Mr. Modi said technology
applications should be “global” rather than
“national” and based on open source rather than
“exclusive models”.

G-20 FRRER T & TR T B! A& dxd gu, foraet fawa o1 <3t & fore e =amasinna
3R Ifd ufasr — He@yuf Wfer, TS B; iR gefesiar, ft iid A w1 fe
BB SN AT & T “afyh” T 1T SIR IR Aiser & o 3o " R
3R B A1
Mr. Modi said that this vision had been integrated into India’s technology ecosystem, and it
had resulted in significant benefits, be it in space applications, Al or digital payments,
where it is a world leader.

it It 7 Ha1 [ Ig WPV YR B a1t IRt & [N foan 71 &, SR 39
Tgayul a4 U B, 98 98 Sidiver 3ruanT, Al T f$fred yrar i, o8 yRa fay Aar 21
“We must all ensure that Al is used for global good and its misuse is prevented. To do this,
we must create a global compact on Al, based on certain core principles, including effective
human oversight, safety-by-design, transparency, and strict restrictions on the use of Al in
deepfakes, crime, and terror activities,” Mr. Modi said.

&9 it 31 g8 YR w=1 TfeT s wers &1 Iuah af¥ye wearor & for 8) iR sq@T
GOUTIT AT S| b oL, §H TSNS TR Teb dfeh RSN ST I, Sl GHTd AId
R, JRem-3meRd feog, urRefRfar ik Sutha, sruRTy 3R et wfafaftmy & wamd
JUANT IR e Ufaey o T Rigial 1R St g1, oft 7t 3 FeTl
The Prime Minister said Al systems that impact human life, security, or public trust must
be “responsible and auditable”.

YA = H5T [ UG Siia, YR&M a7 Ardeit-e [AYRT BT THIAd FHR arelt T3S Jonferdl
fMER 3R 3iifSe I g+t =gl

“And most importantly, Al should enhance human capabilities, but the ultimate responsibility
for decision-making always remains with humans,” he added.

“3R TEY AEIYUt g b UM &) | &rarsit o 9g Afey, afd fofa aa i sifaw
foreRt gaen It & U Xg =feT,” 3= FEll

He said that in this age of Al, the approach must rapidly shift from “jobs of today” to
“capabilities of tomorrow”.

IBiH HET b USMS & 3 T H DIV B “3M1 Bt AHRA” T TEABR “Pel DI &I TR
hicd HAT NI

“Unlocking talent mobility is essential for rapid innovation. We made progress on this topic at
the Delhi G20. We hope that in the next few years, the G-20 will develop a global framework
for talent mobility,” he said.

“Toit T TR P forg e MRt &) Igrar 7 3awgs 71 891 fowell G20 A su o w
Ui 1 1 B T § fob 3Tt v anf F G-20 Scle Hifaiferdt & forw e affyep i daR B,
I el
Mr. Modi said that under the India-Al Mission, accessible high-performance computing
capacity was being built with the aim of ensuring that Al benefits reached everyone.

ot Al 3 Fe1 o Sfear-Al R & ded Yoy S-UeRM HfeT emar o1 Fafor foar S @
® a1fer Tag & oy i a6 uga ub |

The Prime Minister said India would be hosting the Al Impact Summit in February 2026 with
the theme “Sarvajanam Hitaya, Sarvajanam Sukhaya” [welfare for all, happiness for all].

A A Pl fb HRd BRa! 2026 H Al Impact Summit & ASTaH! BT, forgesT fawa gim
«Tder feama, duq gara” [ & searr & forg, @bt &t =it & g
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e He articulated India’s message for global well-being, asserting that it stood for development
that is sustainable, trade that is trusted, finance that is fair, and progress in which everyone

prospers.

I Ay Heurur & oy YR BT T TR b, I8 Ped gu fb URd U e &1 a0+
ﬁ%%ﬁ%ms‘r T omoR S faatg e, T o vl i freaer €1, 8k Tt ol o
WS B

PM discusses trade,
critical minerals
with Ramaphosa

Press Trust of India
JOHANNESBURG

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday met South
African President Cyril Ra-
maphosa on the sidelines
of the G-20 Summit here.

The two leaders dis-
cussed cooperation in va-
rious areas, including
trade, investment, mining,
critical minerals, Al, and
food security.

“Had an excellent meet-
ing with President Cyril Ra-
maphosa during the G-20
Summit in Johannesburg,”
Mr. Modi posted on social
media after his meeting.

“We reviewed the full
range of the India-South
Africa partnership, espe-
cially in boosting linkages
of commerce, culture, in-
vestment and diversifying
cooperation in technology,
skilling, Al, critical miner-
als and more,” he added.

Mr. Modi congratulated
the South African leader
on the successful presiden-
cy of the G-20 summit this
year.

He appreciated South
African efforts to take for-
ward and build on the de-
cisions arrived during the
New Delhi G-20 Summit.

South Africa is hosting
the first G-20 Summit be-
ing held in Africa.

e  South Africa is hosting the first G-20 Summit being held in Africa.
GIRUT STIBIT STBTHT | SRS B aTdl U8 G-20 RRER W &t Asar 2 361 ¢

The two leaders
agreed to work
jointly to amplify
the voice of the
Global South

Earlier, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson
Randbhir Jaiswal, in a post,
said, “The leaders dis-
cussed initiating exchange
of youth delegations for
enhancing technology and
people-to-people ties.”

Recalling the historical
ties that underpin India-
South Africa relations,
both leaders reviewed bi-
lateral ties and expressed
satisfaction at the progress
achieved in various fields
of cooperation, including
trade and investment, food
security, skill develop-
ment, mining, youth ex-
change and people-to-peo-
ple ties, the Ministry said
in a statement.

They discussed ways to
enhance cooperation in
the fields of Al, Digital Pu-
blic Infrastructure and crit-
ical minerals, it added.

The leaders agreed to
work jointly to amplify the
voice of the Global South.

Mr. Modi appreciated
the initiative taken by
South Africa to hold the IB-
SA leaders meeting.

PM discusses trade, critical minerals with
Ramaphosa

TYTTHAT A IWTERIT & A1Y AR, Hgayqor
@fell W Ta9i 3t

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday met South
African President Cyril Ramaphosa on the sidelines of
the G-20 Summit here.

TYTHA N5 At 1 IR B T8T 6-20 RRER I@a=H
;amﬁwwwwmﬁw
|

e The two leaders discussed cooperation in various
areas, including trade, investment, mining, critical

minerals, Al, and food security.
2 Feait 3 R, Fraw, @, Heeayul @,

Eélﬁfaﬁ?mﬁ?&nﬂ%aﬁaﬁﬁwWaﬁw

¢ “Had an excellent meeting with President Cyril
Ramaphosa during the G-20 Summit in Johannesburg,”
Mr. Modi posted on social media after his meeting.

eI | G-20 RRIR TWaT & SRA Ipufa Rika
AR & 1Y AMER 966 §3,” At At 7 39+ gareprd
& dlc II9d Hifsar R uRe fan

e “We reviewed the full range of the India-South Africa
partnership, especially in boosting linkages of
commerce, culture, investment and diversifying
cooperation in technology, skilling, Al, critical
minerals and more,” he added.

“GHA YRA-GIAUT 3TBIhT TIHIGRT BT Y31 ST b THign
o1, faRiy = § arforsy, vt e & daef &
TSI B3 3R qP-IP, BN, TIHTS, AGayui Ji-reil
3nfe & wean &1 fafdy §7M wR,” 38 &l
e Mr. Modi congratulated the South African leader on
the successful presidency of the G-20 summit this
year.

oft A} 7 Sfaror erpiert AaT &) 39 Y G-20 RRER
T B G feAed IR FeTs of |

e He appreciated South African efforts to take forward
and build on the decisions arrived during the New Delhi
G-20 Summit.

I 72 fawelt G-20 RrER I« & SRF fow 7w
fufal 1 3 g/ iR 37 W AT B4 & forw gfaror
3HIhT & YT} P} GRIGT &l |
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Earlier, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal, in a post, said, “The leaders
discussed initiating exchange of youth delegations for enhancing technology and people-to-
people ties.”

O TR, fae= HATe™ & Yaadn YR SiaTe A T URe B &g, “Adsh 7 adb-id 3R o -9-
T Ta B deH & e gar ufaf-iftHsa & sieH-UeH &1 Loed | 9] & "

Recalling the historical ties that underpin India-South Africa relations, both leaders reviewed
bilateral ties and expressed satisfaction at the progress achieved in various fields of
cooperation, including trade and investment, food security, skill development, mining,
youth exchange and people-to-people ties, the Ministry said in a statement.

RG-SR ST et F ATRIG HIAY $) 1E HYa gU, 21 Jaraht 3 fyuefa et it
Triten ) R TR 3R AT, Wrey YR&T, P ST, -, gaT ASH-USH 30R &H-
J-or Hael 9ied Fs &3 3 g3 Wid IR Hay e fohaT, T 2 b S ¥ e

They discussed ways to enhance cooperation in the fields of Al, Digital Public
Infrastructure and critical minerals, it added.

I wans, e ufers SpReaR S Tyl @it ¥ &1 & wedr sgr & adis!
R 1t 79 &1, s & et Tl

The leaders agreed to work jointly to amplify the voice of the Global South.
gmsﬁﬁ@aﬁmuﬁ SHTATS I Tolgd PR o [ Tgerd U J HTH HRA IR gHld e

I
Mr. Modi appreciated the initiative taken by South Africa to hold the IBSA leaders meeting.

oft Tt 3 IBSA AT BT a3® SIS B P SI&UT TBIHT Bl Ugd bl TR Pl
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Difficult choices Difficult choices
Ukraine and its allies must seek to build ar?%_-{ ﬁw

e Trump administration’s draft peace

I proposal for Ukraine has triggered pred- - T'rymp administration’s draft peace proposal for Ukraine

ictable unease in Kyiv. President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy haswar}'legl Ll'{a[ _Ukraine now fz-}c— W % m a‘m’ m m qﬁa‘l’ 'Q'I'iﬁ m

es a “very difficult choice”, risking the loss of its
dignity or a key partner. U.S. President Donald
Trump has urged him to accept the proposal by

Thanksgiving (November 27). Ulraine’s appre- o The Trump administration’s draft peace proposal for Ukraine has

hensions are understandable. According to the

leaked draft of M. Trump’ 25 poit plan, Ky triggered predictable unease in Kyiv.

WO e required to cede territory in Donets]

and recognise Crimen, Donetsk and Luhans a W ¥ o oI U 3 AieT 2Nifd URdTa = @ta § AT s Oel &1 8|
de facto Russian. In the other two oblasts an-

nexed by Russia (Kherson and Zaporizhzhia), the President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has warned that Ukraine now faces
conflict would be frozen along the line of contact, 5wy, ry djifficult choice”, risking the loss of its dignity or a key partner.

effectively allowing Moscow to retain the areas it

has seized. Russia would withdraw from the terri- Trgtrf?f qrafefR ﬁaﬁﬂ' AAda i g b u@;—[ 39 “ggd B3 fAder o1

tories it has captured outside the five oblasts and

pledge not to attack neighbouring countries AT e Qg‘r % m‘ﬁ' GW Trﬁ']:n' g 'qaf W W'I'ﬂ' @ﬁ' 2l Gﬁ'@t{ % |

again. The plan also demands Ukraine cap its

armed forces at 6,00,000 personnel and formal- o U.S. President Donald Trump has urged him to accept the proposal

ly renounce its bid to join NATO. The bloc’s east-

mard expansion wonld be aited, sanctions an by Thanksgiving (November 27).

ussia lifted, while ne would receive “relia- g o o

ble securityguarantes”. The plan doesnot el S{HIRSp] JIPYTA STATeS g8 - IT4 YT (27 TdeR) deh URATd bR

orate on these guarantees, but U.S. media said

that the Trump administration has circulated a a’)_\’ﬁ aﬂ- \3{% %Cﬂ- % |

separate three-point plan, promising NATO-style

security assurances to Kyiv. Russian President Ukrame s apprehensions are understandable.

Vladimir Putin has positively responded to the aﬂ, ﬁ \?’ﬂﬁ W %

proposal, but Ukraine and its European partners qas . W m

are scrambling to craft an alternative proposal to y . .

achieve what they call “peace with dignity”. . According to the leaked draft of Mr. Trump’s 28-point plan, Kyiv
S | el ts of the Ti 1. i H : H H H

Russia's long.standing demands, mcluding e~ WOUI be required to cede territory in Donetsk and recognise Crimea,

e oot Donetsk and Luhansk as de facto Russian.

not going o be easy for any Ukramian leader to TP b1 TP g 28-faig AT b SR, B9 DI SI-ed H &5 TR gl
implement. This makes it enormously difficult

for any mediator to craft a peace blueprint that GﬁT aﬁﬁ'q'[ Gﬁ? W aﬁ' W g @' w AT a-'-'i 6 1 i |
provides genuine common ground for the war-

ring parties. Any meaningful push for peacemust @ In the other two oblasts annexed by Russia (Kherson and

take into account at least three dimensions. First,

the reality on the bartlefield; second, Ukraine's  Zaporizhzhia), the conflict would be frozen along the line of contact, allowing
need for credible and lasting security assurances; MOSCOW to retain Seized areas

and third, the creation of a new security frame-

work in Europe. The military balance currently Y gRI WTQ Tl'q’ 3G a’ Shw (@?ﬂ\f'_" a,hq m) ﬁ Waﬁ' g‘qé;

favours Russia, which now controls over 20% of

pre-2014 Ukrz?ihe_ Mr. .Zelens‘kyy’sregin-fe, on the W a; along ';ﬁﬂ' a‘;q %{n’ GTQT”, mﬁ W a'ﬂ' WTQ M aﬂ’ Q@ﬁ ﬁ S{m

other hand, is grappling with corruption scan-

dals. The tragedy of Ukraine is that it is trapped in ‘mﬁ'[h‘ |
the great power rivalry between the West and

Russia. Trust has evaporated, and the post-Cold o Russia would withdraw from territories it captured outside the five

War European security order lies in tatters. A

peace deal must address this lack of st and - Oblasts and pledge not to attack neighbouring countries again.

Seek to bu anew security equilibrium in the re-

on, addressing Europe's fearsand Russizs con. o] U1 SNISCRC b STER HoollY &1 T B ST 3R TS =M R SR gHel
cerns. None of these goals can be achieved

through an open-ended war. Mr. Trump’s plan, :I- m aﬂ- a-la-l- m |

though imperfect, at least offers a structured fra- . .

mework for dialogue, involving the US., Europe, @ The plan also demands Ukraine cap its armed forces at 6,00,000
NATO, Ukrzing and Russia. personnel and formally renounce its bid to join NATO.

o A Tg ot A | 6 gopT Sra=it were Srsit 1 i 6,00,000 HifaY 0w T 3R
=R ¥U F ATel & WA 811 B! SR B BIS S

o NATO'’s eastward expansion would be halted, sanctions on Russia lifted, while Ukraine
would receive “reliable security guarantees”.

91! 1 g4 Bt 3R fowaR A oo S, 9 1R & ufaey geT fau i, Safd goord o
Taya=i R MRE el

e The plan does not elaborate on these guarantees, but U.S. media said a separate three-
point plan promises NATO-style assurances to Kyiv.

oI | 37 R o1 faarur TET 8, AfeeT skt HifSar & R T 3rerT di-faig dierm
DI DI ATt St JRET SMYRIT & BT JTel el ¢

e Russian President Vladimir Putin has positively responded to the proposal, but Ukraine and
its European partners are scrambling to craft an alternative proposal for “peace with dignity”.

E3rel| R I TRATd R HRIAS Ufafehar <t g, A 3R ITH
ﬂ%ﬁﬁ%%%gﬁg %mwmmﬁuﬂmﬁaﬁ? R

e Several elements of the Trump plan mirror Russia’s long-standing demands, including the
halt of NATO’s eastward expansion.

a%maj;m%aﬁaawﬁmnﬁﬁ@ﬁa@ﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁ%qﬁﬁﬁm
|

Page49

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e The proposal that Ukraine cede territory will not be easy for any Ukrainian leader to
implement.

eb1 GRT &F TR FT URaTd bt off gebeit el o forT ARL AT SIRIH =181 g

e This makes it extremely difficult for any mediator to craft a peace blueprint with genuine
common ground.

gg%ﬁum%ﬁw%wmmwmﬁww%mmmwh
|

¢ Any meaningful push for peace must consider three dimensions: the battlefield reality,
Ukraine’s need for credible security assurances, and a new European security
framework.

Tt Y Arefep rifcl gt 1 i Us et IR =R AT 81T &l Bt areafdesd, geb Bl
fayaia Qe smazadant, SR a1 qRIvR gRafm arar|

e The military balance currently favours Russia, which controls over 20% of pre-2014
Ukraine.

A B U= e &F S U T €, O 2014 T TS P Gob+T b 20% A 34 g )R Feor
T g
e Mr. Zelenskyy’s regime is grappling with corruption scandals.
D! BT AN YSTAR "ieTal I Sl 36T 5 |
o Ukraine is trapped in the great power rivalry between the West and Russia.
b1 UM 3R ¥ & o AeTRIfaaa @ ufagieer & har gon g |
e Trust has evaporated, and the post-Cold War European security order is in tatters.
Ty @ 8 g7 § ok N T5-SWRid GRIVTT [REMT G TR a1 3 |

o A peace deal must address this lack of trust and build a new security equilibrium in the
region.

T i IHd & 39 fayrT & S &) Jaifd B T ok & & 7a1 Re&m Age
RO BT AT
¢ None of these goals can be achieved through an open-ended war.

=T A 1 off deT ¥ g & T W U 8T foban S e |

e Mr. Trump’s plan, though imperfect, at least offers a structured framework for dialogue,
involving the U.S., Europe, NATO, Ukraine and Russia.

o1 Y 2o, Y € Ul A 8, B A b 1A 3 [R1Y U WfSd ern e SRl 2, R
AT, TR, e, G SR = S B
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The future of health lies in harmony

s the world grapples

with rising lifestyle

diseases, environmental

degradation, and social
fragmentation, there is a growing
realisation that restoring the
balance between people and the
planet, progress and
sustainability, innovation and
intuition is a necessity.

Health, in its truest sense, has
always been a reflection of
harmony — within the human
body and between humanity and
nature. This is the principle that is
at the heart of traditional
medicine systems worldwide,
which view health not merely as
the absence of illness but as the
presence of equilibrium. The
science of well-being, therefore, is
not new. It is the rediscovery of a
traditional understanding, now
being reaffirmed through
evidence-based research.

The World Health Organisation
(WHO) reports that around 90% of
WHO member-states have
reported on the use of traditional
medicine. For billions of people, it
remains the first line of care,
particularly in low- and
middle-income nations where
accessibility and affordability are
paramount.

Its value, however, extends well
beyond health care. Traditional
medicine supports biodiversity,
nutrition, food security and
livelihoods, embodying the
holistic concept of integrative
health. Market analysts estimate
India’s AYUSH sector at $43.4
billion - a figure that tells a larger
story. This surge is driven not only
by consumer preference but also
by a paradigm shift: health-care
systems are evolving from reactive
treatment models to proactive,
preventive, and personalised
ones. this global shift represents a
shared realisation - that
well-being cannot be achieved
through fragmented approaches.
It demands an ecosystem of
balance — between mind and
body, human and environment,
science and spirit. It is a fact that
India has emerged as a hub of
innovative research and

L development initiatives,

Prataprao Jadhav

Union Minister of
State (Independent
Charge) for AYUSH
and Minister of State
for Health and Family
Welfare, Government
of India

The Second
WHO Global
Summit on
Traditional
Medicine will
strengthen
recognition of
traditional
medicine as a
scientific and
social asset

transforming the global traditional
medicine sector.

To support this transformation,
WHO’s Global Traditional
Medicine Centre (GTMC) serves as
a knowledge hub for
evidence-based collaboration and
innovation. With its strategic focus
on evidence and learning, data
and analytics, sustainability and
equity, the GTMC aims to optimise
the contribution of traditional
medicine to global health and
sustainable development. It also
upholds a guiding principle often
overlooked in the age of
globalisation — a respect for local
heritages, resources, and rights.

Established in Jamnagar,
Gujarat, with the foundational
support of the Government of
India, the GTMC is an expression
of shared global leadership. It
reflects WHO's vision that
harnessing the potential of
traditional medicine, when
grounded in evidence, innovation,
and sustainability, can be a
game-changer for health.

India’s commitment to this
vision stems from the belief that
knowledge must serve humanity
collectively. The establishment of
the Centre in India is a testament
to this spirit.

Under the Prime Minister’s
emphasis on evidence-based
research in the field, there have
been initiatives such as a
dedicated AYUSH department at
the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS), development of global
standards in AYUSH Systems
through ISO/TC 249/SC 2
subcommittee, paving the way for
wider global acceptance of India’s
traditional medicine.

The growing recognition of
traditional medicine as a scientific
and social asset took a decisive
step in August 2023, when the first
WHO Global Summit on
Traditional Medicine was held in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat, alongside
the G-20 Health Ministerial
Meeting. The gathering of
Ministers, scientists, practitioners
and communities from around the
world mobilised political
commitment, fostered data-driven
action, and laid the groundwork

for evidence-based integration of
traditional medicine into national
health systems. The Gujarat
Declaration, adopted at the
Summit called for the protection
of biodiversity, fair
benefit-sharing, digital innovation,
and equitable access to traditional
health knowledge.

The global community is now
ready to take the next step — to
deepen scientific understanding,
encourage innovation, and align
traditional medicine’s potential
with modern global health
priorities. Thus, WHO and the
Government of India have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
to co-host the Second WHO Global
Summit on Traditional Medicine
(New Delhi, December 17-19,
2025), marking a new chapter in
global collaboration for health and
sustainability. With its theme,
“Restoring balance: The science
and practice of health and
well-being”, it will mobilise
multi-stakeholder action in
support of WHO’s new 10-year
Global Traditional Medicine
Strategy (2025-34), adopted at the
78th World Health Assembly
earlier this year.

These initiatives are designed
not only to celebrate traditional
medicine’s heritage but also to
propel it into the future — where it
stands validated by science,
empowered by technology, and
guided by ethics. As the birthplace
of Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha
and Sowa-Rigpa, India’s
contribution lies in demonstrating
how traditional knowledge can
coexist with modern science.

Its approach is rooted in
integration — uniting tradition
with technology, research with
community participation, and
well-being with sustainability. As
the world gathers once again
under a shared commitment to
restore balance, India’s message is
simple yet profound: health must
heal, not harm; progress must
sustain, not consume; and science
must serve, not separate.

The summit is more than an
event — it is a global convergence
to reaffirm that the future of
health lies in harmony.

The future of health lies in harmony

WA $T Yidw gaRaar & Aifika @

Restoring balance through traditional medicine

TRUfY® RIfeeT & ared @ Sga- &1 geifo=r

¢ As the world grapples with rising lifestyle diseases, environmental degradation, and
social fragmentation, there is a growing realisation that restoring the balance between
people and the planet, progress and sustainability, innovation and intuition is a necessity.

e AT St ShiaRieh Feith Safal, uaiaroiia eror ek qriie fode | SE 8, ae
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TN 3R gdt, TTf SR FRRET, AR SR SfagF & sha e AT a1 &1 SHTaadhdl
B! AP SR §¢ 8T

Health, in its truest sense, has always been a reflection of harmony — within the human body
and between humanity and nature.

TR 3 IRAIS 3 & TURT YogId T Ufafdd 78T § — AT IRR & HiR 3R AFTdT I
Uphid & ad |

This is the principle that is at the heart of traditional medicine systems worldwide, which view
health not merely as the absence of iliness but as the presence of equilibrium.

75! Rrsid Ife TRURe Rifsn gunferdl & &g # 8, S WIed 3 had SHR) & srgaffa
el sfep e @ SuTRUFY AR B

The science of well-being is not new; it is the rediscovery of a traditional understanding, now
being reaffirmed through evidence-based research.

STV BT faTH Ta1 78 2: T8 URURSD THE ! T ¢, FOrd 3ra areg-smuria =y &
a1y 9 g g e ¥t g

The World Health Organisation (WHO) reports that around 90% of its member-states have
reported the use of traditional medicine.

a8 TR JITST (WHO) & SR SHD THT 90% T =N A URURS fifdred & IuanT
@1 RO B 2|

For billions of people, it remains the first line of care, particularly in low- and middle-income
nations where accessibility and affordability are paramount.

3RS AR & fow a5 or@ o Trufiies e T g, faRives e ik weaw 3y ara 3= & gt
U 3R TG SHdd Tgayui g |

Its value extends beyond health care — traditional medicine supports biodiversity, nutrition,
food security and livelihoods, embodying the holistic concept of integrative health.

TUHT Yool WY JdT Y 3T g Safafaesar, Tor, Wrer JR&T 3R AehfaswT o Hf gudq
AT ], S Y W Y SAYRON & G2l |

Market analysts estimate India’s AYUSH sector at $43.4 billion, a figure that reflects a major
transformation.

TOIR faRATe! & SR R BT MY & $43.4 AT 312, S U 93 uRad= &7 G B

This surge is driven not only by consumer preference but also by a paradigm shift from
reactive treatment to proactive, preventive and personalised health care.

g gia Phad UGl INig 9 T8, Sfch Wy v | Ufdfhard® Aled 4 Afhd, fFarR®
3R feaTd Hisal &1 3R URad 9 IR 8|

This global shift reflects a shared understanding that well-being cannot be achieved through
fragmented approaches.

Tg Afie URad- 39 TTe JHS &) aWiaT § [ S Eisd aiie! J giiret et favar S Gebdr|

It demands an ecosystem of balance — between mind and body, human and environment,
science and spirit.

& 1T T 3R IRR, A 3R GiaRvI, faH iR sreanfdradT & s dqad ard aiiRufae!
T DI SHTADAT 5 |

India has emerged as a hub of innovative research and development initiatives,
transforming the global traditional medicine sector.
ungqﬁﬁﬁmmaﬁ?ﬁmﬁmm%wmmﬁm&hﬁw
el gl

To support this transformation, WHO’s Global Traditional Medicine Centre (GTMC) serves
as a knowledge hub for evidence-based collaboration and innovation.

9 uRad &1 99U &1 & i WHO &1 itad Sfexra AfSRe Hex (GTMC) Jeg-smenid
AN 3R TAER & 70 1 g b FU H B B8 |

With strategic focus on evidence, learning, data, analytics, sustainability and equity, the

GTMC aims to optimise the contribution of traditional medicine to global health and
sustainable development.

1&g, finmH, SeT, fazcyor, fRRGT iR JHFET R I0Hifde M & 91U, GTMC TRURS
fIfrer & 3w WY 3R Jad e & Qe oI AfIhdH B BT AT 3Tl ¢

It also upholds a guiding principle often overlooked in globalisation — respect for local
heritage, resources and rights.
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Ig IO & ER H SRR IUTEd Rigid — R farma, danee iR SRl & awiH
— &1 off ST XEaT B

Established in Jamnagar, Gujarat, with support from the Government of India, the GTMC
reflects shared global leadership.

SITHR, TERTd | YR WNHR & JHI T RIMT GTMC 1181 3y Ad@ & eiar g |

It reflects WHO’s vision that traditional medicine, when grounded in evidence, innovation
and sustainability, can become a game-changer for global health.

Ig WHO & 39 28 &I ufafdfad axar § fs uRuR® fafose oa |1ed, TamaR iR fRRar ®
TR Bt 8, T afiieh e & e U TH-doR &9 Fahd g |

India’s commitment to this vision stems from the belief that knowledge must serve humanity
collectively.

YR &I 39 = & Ul ufdasar 59 Ay 9 ot 8 & 31 o) Jyof amadr &) Jar w1 =@
The establishment of the Centre in India is a testament to this spirit.

YR | U &g B RITIHT SH YT 6T JHT0T 5 |

Advancing Traditional Medicine Through Global Collaboration

afYye TgaT & ATeHH | URufYe Rifecn &) 3t ger=r

Under the Prime Minister's emphasis on evidence-based research, there have been
initiatives such as a dedicated AYUSH department at the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) and the development of global standards in AYUSH systems through ISO/TC 249/SC
2, paving the way for wider international acceptance of India’s traditional medicine.

e % WIeT-See Y TR 967 23 % ded UG 7S &R (BIS) T T IHUd gy
U S ugd @t IS €, W BT ISO/TC 249/SC 2 & HITH ¥ 3TN Yunferdl o afye A
famfa fru U €, R wRa &1 uRuR® fafeser o) iy whefa &1 anf uxrd gan g

The growing recognition of traditional medicine as a scientific and social asset took a decisive
step in August 2023, when the first WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine was
held in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, alongside the G—20 Health Ministerial Meeting.

URURS fRfdredT oY axie 3IR TS TUf & U | Fgdl H-dl &I SRR 2023 &
frufaes sear firer, Sid Ugem WHO afie uRufve fafdear Rrer swe iR, e &
G20 TTRA ARG Yo 3 HrY SR gorT

Ministers, scientists, practitioners and communities from around the world mobilised political
commitment, fostered data-driven action, and laid the foundation for evidence-based
integration of traditional medicine into national health systems.

ST R & T, deRe, fafdhcre SR Ter 3 firaeR Ieifae ufidear &) axed far,
STT-3TUTRT SIRATS B! g1 fadn 3R TRUReS fifdbedm o1 AP Wy gunferd! # Aigg-
JTYTRT THIHRT BT YR IR b

The Gujarat Declaration, adopted at the Summit, called for protecting biodiversity, ensuring
fair benefit-sharing, promoting digital innovation, and enabling equitable access to
traditional health knowledge.

RRR e & Wigd TeRTd 9o A Sa fafyuar &1 Ren, <mafia arv-ager), e
TAMAR 3R IRURS WA TH 96 U Ugd $I G B B A D1

The global community is now ready to take the next step — deepening scientific
understanding, encouraging innovation, and aligning traditional medicine’s potential with
modern global health priorities.

S TG 3T STAT HeH I6M & (o TR § — IS T B! TTeRT BT, TaER B
MTRd BT 3R RN fafdred &t GHIGHTST & smeffe afyye Tarea wrufiredrsi &
1Y WA HRAT

WHO and the Government of India have signed an MoU to co-host the Second WHO
Global Summit on Traditional Medicine in New Delhi (December 17-19, 2025) — marking
a new chapter in global collaboration for health and sustainability.

WHO 3R YRd TR&R 7 faeta wHo 3f¥e urkulve fafers Rrer awias & dgaa smaisH
2d U TH3NY R g%er fHu g, off 78 faeeht (1719 fediar 2025) # smaiifSid g — g8
WA 3R Faddl & o afyd TgaNT T a1 S & |
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With its theme, “Restoring balance: The science and practice of health and well-being”,
the Summit will mobilise multi-stakeholder action in support of WHO’s new 10-year Global
Traditional Medicine Strategy (2025-34), adopted at the 78th World Health Assembly.
“TgAT B TIRATIAT: TR 3R Hearor &1 faq7 iR sggeR” fawg & 9 78 AR
AT WHO Bt 715 10-adfg 3o urufve fRifers Torifa (2025-34) & gmfq & sg-uelig
HRaATs B! URA BT, [ 78 fay Tarea FuT & o= 1 1|

These initiatives are designed not only to celebrate traditional medicine’s heritage but also to

propel it into a future where it stands validated by science, empowered by technology, and

guided by ethics.

29 UEdl Bl 359 Had URURSG (el o1 favrad &1 Io9d U1 o), Siedh 349 U8 HidsT &t

?WW%WWWWW, WIS gRT Te&m, SR Afawer gr1 FRRE
I

As the birthplace of Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha and Sowa-Rigpa, India demonstrates

how traditional knowledge can coexist with modem science.

3Tde, T, gAT, R o Aiar-Rear &t Syl & $U § URd 98 SR & fob URuRS®

= w%ﬁam%muﬁ% I o I8 Tavall B

India’s approach is rooted in integration — uniting tradition with technology, research with

community participation, and well-being with sustainability.

YR T VBV THIHRU R SYTRT § — URURT B W I, e & arerias
Yrfier 9, 3R Hearur S Jdddr I sis|

As the world gathers once again under a shared commitment to restore balance, India’s
message is simple yet profound: health must heal, not harm; progress must sustain, not
consume; and science must serve, not separate.

O g e T8I B &1 I Ufdagdl & ded R UhEd 81 2! 8, YR BT G2 IRd
QAP TERT B TRY Y IUAR BT 1Y, TH A 81; Wife &1 fRR HeA1 T, e
T8Y; iR fag & Qa1 H TR, srema |

The Summit is more than an event — it is a global convergence reaffirming that the future of
health lies in harmony.

g5 FRRER GHIeH U SHTIeH W §gaR ¢ — Ug 39 91d B! 415 Y ¢ o warea &1 Hfds
e § fAfga g1
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Why did Wikipedia lock the page
titled ‘Gaza Genocide’?

Wikipedias co-founder criticised the use of the word ‘genocide’ to refer to Israel’s actions in Gaza, further igniting a debate about political neutrality

on Wikipedia. Protections on the locked-down page was enhanced by editors on July 2024 and May 2025, to prevent un-vetted edits

Sahana Venugopal
The story so far:

arlier in November, the page
titled ‘Gaza Genocide’, hosted
on Wikipedia, was locked. A

small lock icon at the top right
corner of the page restricted users from
making edits to the page’s contents. The
locked-down page made waves when
Wikipedia co-founder Jimmy Wales
posted a statement disagreeing on how
the term ‘genocide’ was applied to Gaza.
He claimed, in his personal capacity, that
the page failed to meet Wikipedia’s high
standards and needed immediate
attention. While the page exists on the
platform in its locked-down form, debates
continue across the world on how to
classify the conflict.

‘Why was Wikipedia’s Gaza genocide
page locked?

The ‘Gaza Genocide’ page begins by
stating: “The Gaza genocide is the
ongoing, intentional, and systematic
destruction of the Palestinian people in
the Gaza Strip carried out by Israel during
the Gaza war. It encompasses mass
killings, deliberate starvation, infliction of
serious bodily and mental harm, and
preventing births.”

‘While multiple organisations and
academics have described Israel’s actions
in Gaza as a genocide targeting civilians,
pro-Israel supporters have pushed back
against the use of the word as they claim
that the militant organisation Hamas is

using Palestinian civilians as human
shields and that Israel has the right to
self-defence following the gruesome
October 7 killings.

Protections on the locked-down page
was enhanced by editors (both humans
and bots) on July 2024 and May 2025, to
prevent un-vetted edits. More recently, it
was locked on October 28 and November
4, so only verified editors with accounts
older than 30 days and over 500 edits can
access the page to make updates.

This is not the first time that Wikipedia
has locked a page on a contentious topic.
Thousands of such articles covering
significant world events, key definitions,
or celebrity figures have been temporarily
locked in the past to prevent partisan
edits by un-vetted editors as well as acts of
Wikipedia “vandalism” that range from
funny to hateful.

Not surprisingly, there have been
hundreds of edits made to the ‘Gaza
Genocide’ page on Wikipedia in recent
days and weeks. Many of these are simple
formatting and punctuation edits while
more controversial changes deal with
how to include and interpret sources, or
even revise other contributors’ edits.

What did Wikipedia’s co-founder say?
Mr. Wales posted a personal statement in
a talk page that discussed the nature of
edits made to the ‘Gaza Genocide’ page as
well as the reasoning behind the use of
the term ‘genocide.’ There, he criticised
how Israel’s actions were being classified
as a “genocide” and instead urged a

correction to present this as a contested
allegation.

Citing neutrality as the basis for his
opinion, Mr. Wales said the article “fails to
meet our high standards and needs
immediate attention.”

Furthermore, Mr. Wales said he was
leading a group that was looking into
issues of neutrality in Wikipedia across
articles and topic areas, including
“Zionism.” He also claimed that much
more work was needed, though he
clarified that he was only speaking ina
personal capacity.

“I assume good faith of everyone who
has worked on this Gaza “genocide”
article. At present, the lede and the
overall presentation state, in Wikipedia’s
voice, that Israel is committing genocide,
although that claim is highly contested,”
Mr. Wales stated, later noting, “A neutral
approach would begin with a formulation
such as: “Multiple governments, NGOs,
and legal bodies have described or
rejected the characterisation of Israel’s
actions in Gaza as genocide.”

Though Mr. Wales’ opinion is not a
definitive decision or judgment, it has
ignited debate across the Wikipedia
editors community as they re-examine
how they are collectively working to
document Israel’s violence against
Palestinians.

Has a genocide in Gaza been
confirmed?

A UN Independent International
Commission of Inquiry reported on

September 16 that Israel committed
genocide against Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip. The investigation covers events
since October 7, 2023, when Hamas
attacked Israeli civilians, and Israel’s
military actions since then.

The Commission reported that Israel
carried out four of the five genocidal acts
as defined by the 1948 Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide, including “killing, causing
serious bodily or mental harm,
deliberately inflicting conditions of life
calculated to bring about the destruction
of the Palestinians in whole or in part,
and imposing measures intended to
prevent births”

The International Association of
Genocide Scholars (IAGS) also published a
resolution in August 2025 stating that
Israel carried out war crimes and
genocide, noting that its actions “have not
only been directed against the Hamas
group responsible for these, but have also
targeted the entire Gazan population”.

The Human Rights Watch stated in
December 2024 that “Israeli authorities
are responsible for the crime against
humanity of extermination and for acts of
genocide” by throttling Palestinian
civilians’ access to water.

According to the Palestinian Ministry of
Health, 67,173 people have been killed as
of October 7 this year, two years after
Israel’s offensive on Hamas began. This
figure includes 20,179 children, who
account for about 30% of the total,
reported Reuters.

Why did Wikipedia lock the page titled ‘Gaza Genocide’?
fafedifear 3 e w~ieR’ <fide are yg &t i e fpane

e Earlier in November, the page titled ‘Gaza
Genocide’, hosted on Wikipedia, was locked.
TR DI AT H, R ‘Gaza
Genocide’ Y& arall O @l = faar |

o A small lock icon at the top right corner of the page
restricted users from making edits to the page’s
contents.

USl & Glig ]S i & &7 T Bicl lock icon
UG Ars] B U &1 IR § 9GA1d B 9 P 38T
Tl

e The locked-down page made waves when Wikipedia
co-founder Jimmy Wales posted a statement
disagreeing on how the term ‘genocide’ was applied to Gaza.

ol Wikipedia & TE-ARIUD Jimmy Wales ﬁ%%ﬁ@@aﬂﬁm% ‘genocide’ R hI
TS TR IUINT e\ 1 8, 79 39 leb [ 1Y IS A HIBT el se R |

e He claimed, in his personal capacity, that the page failed to meet Wikipedia’s high standards
and needed immediate attention.

I SAfeTa &war § arar fbar for a8 O fafedifear & S=a arFe) & o1 78] oxar iR 38
T & < DI MAIH ¢ |
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o While the page exists on the platform in its locked-down form, debates continue across the
world on how to classify the conflict.
gTdieh T8 Ul Al =9 | WehiH IR Hivg §, At gfar R H 53 Ju &1 3 anffea fasar
WY, 59 R 969 W1 &

Why was Wikipedia’s Gaza genocide page locked?
P Gaza genocide Ul 1 AT fohaT 1?2

o The ‘Gaza Genocide’ page begins by stating: “The Gaza genocide is the ongoing,
intentional, and systematic destruction of the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip carried out
by Israel during the Gaza war. It encompasses mass killings, deliberate starvation, infliction of
serious bodily and mental harm, and preventing births.”

‘Gaza Genocide’ US &1 R 3AHId g hUT J It 8: “Gaza genocide TS & & SR SR
GRI T Ugt | fbferi-t <l & =1el T8, SIgeipR 3R SHaRYd 11 1 <=l 81 397 mass
killings, deliberate starvation, THR YRIR® 3R AFRYE A UgaHI, 3R S} & AT
MAAT B 1"

e While multiple organisations and academics have described Israel’s actions in Gaza as a
genocide targeting civilians, pro-Israel supporters have pushed back against the use of the
word as they claim that the militant organisation Hamas is using Palestinian civilians as
human shields and that Israel has the right to self-defence following the gruesome October

7 killin
%m 3R fRrenfac) A 393 Bt HRAZTl BT genocide TARN &, Tal pro-Israel

w%ww%sﬂﬂmﬁﬁumﬁ% Tg 31a1 B g fb Hamas R & human
shields T AE WA HR 6T ¢ 3R 7 AEER Bt YATdE YIS & qIG SR B self-
defence &1 3ABR %I

e Protections on the locked-down page was enhanced by editors (both humans and bots) on
July 2024 and May 2025, to prevent un-vetted edits.
05T TR GR&T & FaTs 2024 3R T 2025 H JUIGH! (HFd 3R dic ) gRT S@T T a1
un-vetted edits ®1 AT S b |

e More recently, it was locked on October 28 and November 4, so only verified editors with
accounts older than 30 days and over 500 edits can access the page to make updates.
BT &1 § I% UGl 28 SfFgaR 3R 4 TAaR o] didh o a1, o) daat 30 f&d M srde ok
500 ¥ 3P edits a1 verified editors 1 U BT 3UST HR Thd g |

e This is not the first time that Wikipedia has locked a page on a contentious topic.
Ig Ugall IR ol ¢ e fafduifean 7 et faarerug favg o o afe fasan g1l

e Thousands of such articles covering significant world events, key definitions, or celebrity
figures have been temporarily locked in the past to prevent partisan edits by un-vetted editors
as well as acts of Wikipedia “vandalism” that range from funny to hateful.
TE@yut fay Te-mai, TR gRyTeraTt a1 uRig gl R 99 goIRT g vga ot dfe by e §
dTfdh un-vetted editors & T&UTd deamd iR fafedifsar & “vandalism” (Hvllp  AHR B
TP I gIPhal) B AT o b |

¢ Not surprisingly, there have been hundreds of edits made to the ‘Gaza Genocide’ page on
Wikipedia in recent days and weeks.

%?;Eaﬂmwﬁ%%maiﬁ:ﬁah?mﬁ‘eaza Genocide’ U R AH ! edits fbT T
|

o Many of these are simple formatting and punctuation edits while more controversial changes
deal with how to include and interpret sources, or even revise other contributors’ edits.

3T 9§ B3 95d1d $Had formatting 3R punctuation ¥ IS BId &, STafe [JaeRue dgamd 59
10 A o2 2 & b Tl b S TR bl 1Y, S ST b WG, 41 317 ATeFelian
edits BT HI FNFI foar s

What did Wikipedia’s co-founder say?
faferdifsar & wg-HwuTus A a1 H1?
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Mr. Wales posted a personal statement in a talk page that discussed the nature of edits made
to the ‘Gaza Genocide’ page as well as the reasoning behind the use of the term ‘genocide.’
Mr. Wales = T Tldb U R HfKITTd 99 URE fohd, f5R9H ‘Gaza Genocide’ U9 WR T MY

editsﬁ?@ﬁf 3R ‘genocide’ W%W%%%Wﬁﬂﬂﬂfaﬁﬁ inl

There, he criticised how Israel’s actions were being classified as a “genocide” and instead
urged a correction to present this as a contested allegation.

d8l g ST B! o TUTSA BT HRAZAT B “genocide” F T H 59 Hiigrd faar ST gt
2 3R 3P To I 3V fAafed SR & =0 H TRd HRA & o UR BT 3iet Bt

Citing neutrality as the basis for his opinion, Mr. Wales said the article “fails to meet our high
standards and needs immediate attention.”

neutrality B U A BT YR T g Mr. Wales = Fel f& g8 o@ g high standards
1 R T8] Il 3R AT A B HTAH g |

Furthermore, Mr. Wales said he was leading a group that was looking into issues of
neutrality in Wikipedia across articles and topic areas, including “Zionism.”

3P 3G, Mr. Wales = &gl f& 9 fafesdifsar & neutrahtyﬁﬁ@ﬂ?ﬁﬁmmaﬁw
g T Add BR IR ¢, R “Zionism” oI fawar oft 2y €1

He also claimed that much more work was needed, though he clarified that he was only
speaking in a personal capacity.

I8 T8 ft HeT i 3R 1t 9gd B HRA B TS 8, BTl S-ai- Wy a1 fs 3 Fraa
personal capacity Tad ?% Of

“l assume good faith of everyone who has worked on this Gaza “genocide” article. At present,
the lede and the overall presentation state, in Wikipedia s voice, that Israel is committing
genocide, although that claim is highly contested,” Mr. Wales stated.

32 Pel, “H 39 Gaza ‘genocide’ %Waﬂﬂaﬂﬁaﬁ Taft & Bt good faith IIFIHTEI
gaaE B g ot =i dfad ofR duf udfd fafetdifear ot siart & st § fa 3918 genocide
R IET 8, Saih T8 &TaT e faanfed g1’

Later noting, “A neutral approach would begin with a formulation such as: ‘Multiple
governments, NGOs, and legal bodies have described or rejected the characterisation
of Israel’s actions in Gaza as genocide.””

I 3 HET, “UF neutral approach T a6 I IF BITT: ‘B3 IHRI, NGOs 3R BT
wﬁﬁmaﬁwﬁﬁ%‘maﬁgenomde%Wﬁaﬁhm%m@m%m

B

Though Mr. Wales’ opinion is not a definitive decision or judgment, it has ignited debate
across the Wikipedia editors community as they re-examine how they are collectively working
to document Israel’s violence against Palestinians.

gTdle Mr. Wales @1 I &g 3ifaw Fofa ar smewr =81 8, afe sum fafedifsar dures wrem
H 569 ¥ & §, i 3 [ Sifer B T2 & b 3 R w0 A SHga 1 bferedifol & s
T ! $9 TR B 3@ B

Has a genocide in Gaza been confirmed?

T T H genocide 3t Y @%’

A UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry reported on September 16 that
Israel committed genocide against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.

UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry F 16 Ryder ! KA foan f
Wﬁwq@ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁ%w%nocidem%l

The investigation covers events since October 7, 2023, when Hamas attacked Israeli
civilians, and Israel’'s military actions since then.

SR 7 JFEER 2023 I YLF g3 UL MW &, 91 Hamas - SHTSeN ARTRDT IR ol fobam
o, 3R IS 91 ¥ SURA B 49 HRargdl Hff = g

The Commission reported that Israel carried out four of the five genocidal acts as defined
by the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
including “killing, causing serious bodily or mental harm, deliberately inflicting conditions of life
calculated to bring about the destruction of the Palestinians in whole or in part, and imposing
measures intended to prevent births.”
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3T = euid faman i S1Se 3 1948 Genocide Convention & TRYIYT dTg & & IR
genocidal acts fru, ford g w31, TR IRiRe a1 Al &‘Fﬁft@?ﬂ:ﬂ Siig @f T}
ORI Ieua =T formy fisfersdifat &1 Siquf ar siifRres famm=r 8 Ios, iR 5=t & A=t ardt
JUTI AR AT M B

¢ The International Association of Genocide Scholars (IAGS) also published a resolution in
August 2025 stating that Israel carried out war crimes and genocide, noting that its actions
“have not only been directed against the Hamas group... but have also targeted the entire
Gazan population.”

International Association of Genocide Scholars (IAGS) = 3ATR 2025 TH Wkdld SR
foar forae Fel T f garsd T war crimes 3fiT genocide ﬁ?‘Q% 3R WW@H\TJ Ry
Hamas 94g > faaw :re'ﬁ sfer 113 Gaza population > faars ot T['sc % [”

e The Human Rights Watch stated in December 2024 that “Israeli authorities are responsible
for the crime against humanity of extermination and for acts of genocide” by throttling
Palestinian civilians’ access to water.

Human Rights Watch ﬁﬁ'\‘ﬁﬂ' 2024 le & 3’\‘3”3??7 3IBRY crime against humanlty
of extermination 3R genocide & fo fmigR g, Fife I fpferehifal &t urit a® T-I§?I

&I TR fpar)

e According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health, 67,173 people have been killed as of
October 7 this year, two years after Israel’s offensive on Hamas began.
Palestinian Ministry of Health & SR, 7 fagaR ddb 67,173 AT IR W E, o fs
ST GRT Hamas TR STHAU YF IR & &l Y 91G B U 5
e This figure includes 20,179 children, who account for about 30% of the total, reported
Reuters.

39 3ifers H 20,179 T3 AT §, S T BT TTHT 30% €, ST b Reuters 7 Rl fan

Israel says it killed senior Hezbollah
official in targeted Beirut strike

Agence France-Presse the results are unknown,”
BEIRUT Hezbollah official Mahmud

Israel said it killed Hezbol-
lah’s Chief of Staff in an air
strike on Lebanon’s capital
on Sunday, hitting an
apartment building in an
operation the militant
group said crossed a red
line.

Lebanon’s Health Minis-
try said the attack in Bei-
rut, which came after
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu vowed Israel
would “do everything ne-

People gather as they look at the debris following an Israeh stnke
targeting a residential building in Beirut on Sunday. AFp

Qomati told reporters in
front of the strike location-
,saying the attack “crosses
a new red line”. He was
speaking before Israel said
it had succeeded.

An AFP correspondent
at the scene said the strike
hit the third and fourth
floors of a nine-storey
building, where ambu-
lance and fire crews scram-
bled to find survivors and
Lebanese soldiers de-
ployed to secure the site.

cessary” to prevent the Hezbollah holds sway. Ina  after a year of conflict, and Lebanon’s official Na-
pro-Iran movement from statement shortly after the  comes a week before Pope  tional News Agency said
regrouping, killed five peo-  strike, the Israeli military = Leo XIV is scheduled to vi-  three missiles were fired at
ple and wounded 28 more.  said it had “eliminated the  sit Lebanon. the building.

The Ministry did not
give the identities of those
killed in the strike, which
took place in the Haret
Hreik area in Beirut’s
southern suburbs, a dense-
ly populated area where
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Haytham Ali Tabatabai,
Hezbollah’s chief of gener-
al staff”.

It was the fifth Israeli
strike on Beirut’s southern
suburbs since a ceasefire
agreed in November 2024

Hezbollah said a senior
commander was targeted
in the strike, without con-
firming if they were killed.

“The targeting was
clearly aimed at a key... fi-
gure in the resistance, and
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Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s of-
fice said he had ordered
the attack. Sunday’s strike
was the first on Beirut’s
southern suburbs since
June 5.
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Israel says it killed senior Hezbollah official in targeted Beirut strike

SORISA BT BT ¢ [P ST afed 9d gHa | fevgeae & oy R &t
AR fR™r

Voters in Israel said it killed Hezbollah’s Chief of Staff in an air strike on Lebanon’s
capital on Sunday, hitting an apartment building in an operation the militant group said
crossed a red line.

TORTZA A Fgl [ I AR ! AT Bt AU & U gars gva 1 feogeae & 91w
3T WP &I 4R 31, Ta srche ST &1 A= §91d g, o Suar a9g = @ vt
UR AT Il

Lebanon’s Health Ministry said the attack in Beirut, which came after Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu vowed Israel would “do everything necessary” to prevent the pro-lran
movement from regrouping, killed five people and wounded 28 more.

A & TR TAT A D5l fob aed H g3 g, Sl Y=t denfas RT3
w%Wﬁaﬁamw%asﬁ@ﬁﬁ%%u S oY SHTTRIH R, BT Bt Ui & aIG
oM, SUH Ui @R AR 7T 3R 28 919 U

The Ministry did not give the identities of those killed in the strike, which took place in the
Haret Hreik area in Beirut’s southern suburbs, a densely populated area where Hezbollah
holds sway.

AT A g9 B TR T AR &1 UgaH el 9dls, Sl §Nd g¥e &3 U gafT, Sl 9=d o gigmft
S | T U1 SATSIET el &5 8, ST6] fowgees &l UHTd 3 |

In a statement shortly after the strike, the Israeli military said it had “eliminated the Haytham
Ali Tabatabai, Hezbollah’s chief of general staff”.

m%WWWWﬁmmﬁ 3 Pgl fob I “BYH 3reit dETATETS B! THIE B
fzr g, S fesgeaie & W 3t TR TIw A7

It was the fifth Israeli strike on Beirut’s southern suburbs since a ceasefire agreed in
November 2024 after a year of conflict, and comes a week before Pope Leo XIV is
scheduled to visit Lebanon.

g TdER 2024 T T9Y F Ue a9 91¢ §UGSIRH & 91¢ § IFd F Sfaof STFRI R vigar
ORI HAT T, 3R T8 Y forat 14d &1 de m § U g0 Ugd gl

Hezbollah said a senior commander was targeted in the strike, without confirming if they
were killed.

fRvgeaTe A He1 b U IRY HHS HF e & =T a9 T, e g8 o Wit e
3! Aid g8 a1 el

“The targeting was clearly aimed at a key... figure in the resistance, and the results are
unknown,” Hezbollah official Mahmud Qomati told reporters in front of the strike location,
saying the attack “crosses a new red line”. He was speaking before Israel said it had
succeeded.

“THA WY U I YRIY & T TRe.... Afad dbI =T SR fooam mam o1, 3R aRome =g
2 Regee ifier) wgde S 3 g9 B oiTe R TbR! § B8, 3R 39 gHa &) ‘U 3
I 3@ UR FRAT IAWT| T8 SORISH GRT Wb adl Pl aldl H ¥ Usd aid 3 Y|
An AFP correspondent at the scene said the strike hit the third and fourth floors of a nine-
storey building, where ambulance and fire crews scrambled to find survivors and Lebanese
soldiers deployed to secure the site.

Yo el W HIvE U T Jaraardl A el fob ghel 7 1 Hfsrem sHRd o Rt ofiw drht
Hfere o1 AT ST, ST TRe SR gHed B 9 A Bt aar=t J @ & SR daEt
P! BT &= Bt JReM & o Ira faa T 2|

Lebanon’s official National News Agency said three missiles were fired at the building.

A DI SRBING AR g Tl = HT b FART WR I g gnft 715 off|

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office said he had ordered the attack.
Sunday’s strike was the first in Beirut's southern suburbs since June 5.

HrATery = 8T [ ITH 39 gHA BT 3Ma faar o
YRR BT 8T 5 O % 18 § Sved & Sl STTRT TR g gHe ol
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GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS

TOPICS COVERED 24 11 2025

Economy

1. | T.N. finds itself in a tight spot over Code on Social Security

TS JR&T TfgdT R aire-rg Tg &) Hfed fufa & urar @

2.
Why have forecasts gone awry?
YA Ted 41 81 1T 82
S&T
3.

Experts warn against premature conclusion about Tejas fighter crash

fa=iugl A 9o ds1 fAu™ g R 99T € ugd Freed e &
e Yarat &

4. | The rational ape: study says chimpanzees reason through their beliefs

maﬂv: Ay Pgdl g fp fiash ru- ar=uarsi & snyrR W AR

What is a ‘random forest’?

ITH BRI H1 8?2

Environment

COP30 stresses ‘adaptation’ as path to fossil fuel-free world

wira SUF-gad fay ot fa=m o ‘3FHaT’ U= COP 30 &T IR

State Forest Departments across India have no record of African grey
parrot trade, reveal RTI responses

RTI STATdl | UdT IT: YR & fafHa Isai & a9 fAumn & uRT snpiea o
a4 & UTUR &1 Bl Rbis T8l

IS

‘Consensus on most recommendations of Assam Accord panel’

Y gHENGT U9 91 siftreir fRrwifven w ggafar
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T.N. finds itself in a tight spot
over Code on Social Security

The State govt. is yet to frame draft rules for the Labour Code unlike with the other 3 Codes. It is

worried that it may disrupt the current framework of welfare schemes for unorganised workers

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

ith the Union
w government
notifying  the

enforcement of the four
Labour Codes all over the
country, the Tamil Nadu
government has found it-
self in a tight corner with
regard to the Code on So-
cial Security, as it has been
entertaining reservations
on the issue.

Ever since the Centre
enacted the four Codes five
years ago in place of 29
laws, it had held discus-
sions with the State go-
vernment over the imple-
mentation of the Code on
Social ~Security (CSS),
2020. But, no consensus
was arrived at, according
to a policymaker.

The four Codes

Of the four Codes, the State
government, in April 2022,
published draft rules for
three — the Code on Wag-
es, 2019, the Industrial Re-
lations Code, 2020, and
the Occupational Safety,
Health, and Working Con-
ditions Code, 2020. As
consultations with stake-
holders have been held,
the government can notify
the final rules anytime
now.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

WIde coverage Currently, 18 unorgamsed workers’ welfare boards
in Tamil Nadu are implementing schemes pertaining to education,
marriage, accident disability, and pension, among others. FILE PHOTO

Only in respect of the
CSS, no draft rules have
been framed so far.

Fundamentally, the CSS
does not give liberty to the
State government to retain
its existing law — the Tamil
Nadu Manual Workers
(Regulation of Employ-
ment and Conditions of
Work) Act, 1982. But, the
Unorganised Workers’ So-
cial Security Act, 2008,
one of the nine laws sub-
sumed by the latest Code,
had allowed States to have
any corresponding law,
providing welfare schemes
more beneficial to the un-
organised workers than
those provided for them
under it.

The main reason behind

the State government’s re-
servation is that Tamil Na-
du, being a “pioneer” in la-
bour welfare measures for
the unorganised sector,
has 18 unorganised work-
ers’ welfare boards, cover-
ing those engaged in 70
(manual) and 54 (construc-
tion) categories of works
specified in the 1982 law.
These boards implement a
number of schemes per-
taining to education, mar-
riage, maternity, natural
and accidental death, acci-
dent disability, and month-
ly and family pension.

The concern expressed
by activists and trade un-
ionists, apart from the
State government, is that
the present framework of
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schemes may get disturbed
after the implementation
of the CSS.

For example, in the
Code, it is for the Union go-
vernment to frame welfare
schemes for unorganised
workers in respect of life
and disability cover, health
and maternity benefits, old
age protection, and educa-
tion, while it is for the State
governments to come up
with schemes for provi-
dent fund, employment in-
jury benefit, housing, edu-
cational schemes for
children, upgrading skills
of workers, funeral assis-
tance, and old age homes.

This has raised ques-
tions over how to continue
with the existing schemes
of the State government
and welfare boards in
areas designated for the
Union government.

Overlapping functions
Besides, the possibility ex-
ists in respect of overlap-
ping of certain functions,
as stipulated by the Code.
Notwithstanding  the
prevalence of challenges
inherent in the implemen-
tation of the CSS, the Tamil
Nadu government is partic-
ular that the interests of
workers are safeguarded
and strengthened, ex-
plains a senior official.
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T.N. finds itself in a tight spot over Code on Social Security

TS YR&T TigdT IR aitra-rg Qe ol Hfed fRufa d urar g

The State govt. is yet to frame draft rules for the Labour Code unlike with the other 3
Codes. Itis worried that it may disrupt the current framework of welfare schemes for
unorganised workers.

I WBR 1 31t o7 wiga & o 71 a0 duR 3 ©, Safeh o 3 ifgarsit
¥ forg T foran 1 gt 31 39 T 8 b 3o eRinfed sftrent &) weamure st
TIoTT3N BT AT g T 8 Tl B

With the Union government notifying the enforcement of the four Labour Codes all
over the country, the Tamil Nadu government has found itself in a tight comer with
regard to the Code on Social Security (CSS), as it has been entertaining
reservations on the issue.

O % WXPR A R o H IRI 9 Ffgarsh & argH B AT IR Sl 3,
AT IRPR GG B! ATHITG JRET T (CSS) i da Hfe fufd & urdt g,
Hifds 39 T, |R IUD| $& AREUI G|

Ever since the Centre enacted the four Codes five years ago in place of 29 laws, it
had held discussions with the State government over the implementation of the Code
on Social Security (CSS), 2020. But, no consensus was reached, according to a
pollcymaker

U ¥ Ugd % gRT 29 P & RIF R IR Hfeand sifafafid fre om & a1e 9,
I ATHIfOT GREM WfedT (CSS), 2020 & HAFTIT B TR o8 IWBR & 1Y T
@1 ot | A, T AfA-Fafdr & o uR, His Tgafd 81 a1 Il |

The four Codes

R g

Of the four Codes, the State government, in April 2022, published draft rules for three
— the Code on Wages, 2019, the Industrial Relations Code, 2020, and the
Occupational Safety, Health, and Working Conditions Code, 2020. As
consultations with stakeholders have been held, the government can notify the final
rules anytime now.

IR Higdrsl § ¥, Ied WHR 7 3 2022 H dH— a1 I, 2019, Gﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ@i{
R, 2020, IR HTTHRIS FRE, WA 3R B RIRARaT |, 2020 — &
forg Tier Fom ueTiRia ford 2| fRdur®! & ry faaR-fanst 81 g1 §, safe WRaR
3rd ot oft T sifam Faw Sifigferd o) gbdt 31

Only in respect of the CSS, no draft rules have been framed so far.

$Id CSS b Ty | 37 db Bls HAIGT fATH IOR e} feu M |

Fundamentally, the CSS does not give liberty to the State government to retain its
existing law — the Tamil Nadu Manual Workers (Regulation of Employment and
Conditions of Work) Act, 1982. But, the Unorganised Workers’ Social Security
Act, 2008, one of the nine laws subsumed by the latest Code, had allowed States to
have any corresponding law providing welfare schemes more beneficial to the
unorganised workers.

U ¥ ¥, CSS I WHR &1 30 HISGl HTT — aAfHaTg A= ghd (ISR
fafram ok orf &Y =rd) Sifaf~am, 1982 — 1 §1T @A & Taddr =gt <ar| dfd
Jrevfed Aftres araTfore gRam S, 2008, S TdHan digar & fawg few T+
ST A Y TS g, I! B Wwwﬁ‘rmwwmzﬁwaﬁaﬁ%&ﬂ o SR
BT BT STAR Sl |

The main reason behind the State government’s reservation is that Tamil Nadu, being
a “pioneer” in labour welfare measures for the unorganised sector, has 18
unorganised workers’ welfare boards, covering workers in 70 (manual) and 54
(construction) categories specified in the 1982 law.

IS WRHR & 3RE0T & YIS T HRUN T8 ¢ b affierrg sRinfed & & forg siffies
ST IUT H U «3uft T B, 3R ITP U 18 TS d 4P Hedrvr 9IS ¢, S
1982 & # AP 70 @=gara) 3R 54 (Ffor) ARK & iyt & FaR IR B
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These boards implement a number of schemes pertaining to education, marriage,
maternity, natural and accidental death, accident disability, and monthly and
family pension.

3 de e, faare, AT, Wpfae sk e fRre gag, geen fawaia, aur
Wmmwﬁwﬁﬁ@wmaﬂqﬁ%

The concem expressed by activists and trade unionists, apart from the State
government, is that the present framework of schemes may get disturbed after the
implementation of the CSS.

T WRBR & 3], Hfwaratt 3R &8 gfg Aarsit gry ot g fid sgad 1 1= ®
& CSS T 8 & a1c; Tiie[e Ao o TRe guTiad & Tl 2|

For example, in the Code, it is for the Union government to frame welfare schemes
for unorganised workers in respect of life and disability cover, health and
maternity benefits, old age protection, and education, while it is for the State
governments to come up with schemes for provident fund, employment injury
benefit, housing, educational schemes for children, skill upgrading, funeral
assistance, and old age homes.

IR & U, il o ofta 3R RraiTar oav, WA 3R ATGed A1, STIRAT

TRET, 3R R & AT SrinfEa 4fie! 3 FMUHRY TSN §MHT $g TRBR H1

3@ g, Jafe yiasy fAfd, AsR die @y, s, aﬁr%ﬁmﬁf&mﬁm

ﬁﬁ?m%mq siferes PR TET, aﬁ?q:g'rsm IS T I ARPIRI Bl
|

This has raised questions over how to continue with the existing schemes of the State
government and welfare boards in areas designated for the Union government.

3 U8 UY 33718 fb g WHR & e iy &3 & 350 RAR 3R e 918 3ot
HIeT Ao ol IR XE |

Overlapping functions

Besides, the possibility exists in respect of overlapping of certain functions, as
stipulated by the Code.

g% S, Aigar B Fuid $o st & sifaaara= &t off Su1e 81
Notwithstanding the prevalence of challenges inherent in the implementation of the
CSS, the Tamil Nadu government is particular that the interests of workers are
safeguarded and strengthened, explains a senior official.

CSS & AN XA | Sidffed grlfadl & STaqg, waﬁgaﬁw&a—gﬁr{ a&mm-g
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Why have
forecasts gone
awry?

Eye for detail: RBI has been prudent locking at current
inflation and keeping an eye on future numbers. REUTERS

OPINION

Madan Sabnavis

Financial year 2025-26 has been one of extreme
volatility, caused by rather erratic policies on
tariffs. This continuously changed perceptions on
economic performance, making forecasting a
challenge. Does this mean we need to look at
forecasts with an element of circumspection?

The GDP and inflation forecasts for FY26 in the
RBI’s survey of professional forecasters shows
interesting movements.

The survey for the April forecasts would have
been carried out a month earlier, which means it
was before the tariff news from the U.S. The
background would have been more to do with
the budget’s impact on spending and tax reliefs
as well as the rate cuts invoked by the Reserve
Bank of India. Subsequently, the GDP forecast fell
to 6.3% and remained virtually flat in August
(before the additional tariff was imposed), then
increased to 6.7% (even though there was no deal
in sight with the U.S.). The forecast for December
is likely to be near 7% or even higher. As all these
numbers are median forecasts, intuitively there
are several numbers which are both higher and
lower than this mark.

Inflation trajectory

The inflation trajectory has been quite
unambiguous, declining over time from 4.2% to
2.6%. The December number may likely be even
lower, with some forecasts staying below 2%.

Does this mean that forecasting is quite
meaningless if there are such swings in the
numbers? This is important because such
forecasts form the basis of business strategy for
any company. All demand forecasting is based on
the GDP growth number, while pricing and cost
formulation rely on the inflation forecasts.
Monetary policy is discussed based on this
number, which can lead to changing rationales
for action. Here the RBI has been prudent by
looking through the current inflation numbers
and keeping an eye on future numbers as policy
needs to be forward-looking. But what if those
forecasts, too, are going to change?

Why have inflation forecasts gone terribly
wrong? All models would have assumed a normal
monsoon for the year and a good crop. Also,
forecasters are aware that the price indices in
2024 (the base) were high and would lead to low
inflation in 2025. The only intervention came in
the form of GST rationalisation, which would
affect manufactured products more than food.
Moreover, the impact would be felt from
October-November. But, surprisingly, forecasts
for core inflation, which exclude food, beverage
and fuel, have been more steadfast at around 4%.

The problem is all models use past data as the
foundation for assumptions on how the variable
factors move. Hence the most volatile element
has been food prices, where the past relationship
between output and price movements has not
held, leading to overestimation of inflation. The
problem gets exacerbated by base effects.

(The writer is chief economist, Bank of Baroda.
Views are personal)

Why have forecasts gone awry?

aiHT TTad &1 g1 7T 82

e Why have forecasts gone awry?

YalHH Tad 1 81 T 572

¢ Financial year 2025-26 has been one of extreme volatility, caused by
rather erratic policies on tariffs.

fort o 2025-26 SFATF SRR AT 6T &, FrAPT PR CRB R H1H!
sifrafiya faat € 7

¢ This continuously changed perceptions on economic performance,
making forecasting a challenge.

SO 3% UG & Ul 4RO AR daer Xg!, TR Gardar a1
HArciiguf g1

¢ Does this mean we need to look at forecasts with an element of
circumspection?

1 391 31 | fob g galgaml &l Srauriyde <am & axadhdl 82
e The GDP and inflation forecasts for FY26 in the RBI's survey of
professional forecasters shows interesting movements.

RBI & WA BRESREH Jd § FY26 & GDP 3R aRWwifd &
JaAM ey IaR-d61a fawrd g

e The survey for the April forecasts would have been carried out a
month earlier, which means it was before the tariff news from the U.S.

31U qargHHI & 7T 9d U HIe Ugel [obal T BT, AT I8 SR 9
3T SR THER ¥ Ugd |
e The background would have been more to do with the budget’s

impact on spending and tax reliefs as well as the rate cuts invoked by
the Reserve Bank of India.

U8 H §eic BT WY 3R $ Gl TR YHTG YT RBI GRT $1 71§ &
Helaal Td HRE I8 el

e Subsequently, the GDP forecast fell to 6.3% and remained virtually
flat in August (before the additional tariff was imposed), then increased
to 6.7% (even though there was no deal in sight with the U.S.).

1G H GDP YalIAM 6.3% T R 1T 3R 3T H T+ fRRR 38T
(3rfaiad SR TN I ¥ Uga), fihR 6.7% a a6 T (gTalier SR
& 1Y fHaft e o1 Taod T )|

e The forecast for December is likely to be near 7% or even higher.

AR P Yaiga™ WHTd: 7% & BRI a1 399 HTAH ghT|

¢ As all these numbers are median forecasts, intuitively there are
several numbers which are both higher and lower than this mark.

o 3 il TS Hey agHA ©, Gl ©U 9§19 S SR HH I
UHR B GBATE HIGG I

Inflation trajectory

e The inflation trajectory has been quite unambiguous, declining over
time from 4.2% to 2.6%.

R Bt fEM BT TF G 8, S T & 1Y 4.2% I gTaR 2.6%
qP 37T 5
e The December number may likely be even lower, with some

forecasts staying below 2%.

fEH®R &1 sfider Yyad: SR off H1 N, TS Ya{AH 2% I Ha M@ 5
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Does this mean that forecasting is quite meaningless if there are such swings in the
numbers?

1 3u! o § o afe demsit & U8 IdR-9¢Id 8 af gargar FRY® g1 o 87

This is important because such forecasts form the basis of business strategy for any
company.

Ig Hgayu § Fifds TY garga fandt off ot ot amaies Y0 &1 SR §9d &1

All demand forecasting is based on the GDP growth number, while pricing and cost

formulation rely on the inflation forecasts.

Tt 7T YaigA GDP 3 &R W Ui 81 &, Safdh Jed FuiRor iR arra fAafor
e ifd gargAmT W ik srar g

Monetary policy is discussed based on this number, which can lead to changing
rationales for action.

éﬁ%%ﬂﬂﬂfg@ﬁ@% YR WR Il §, S HIRaATS & ! B gaard ar el
|

Here the RBI has been prudent by looking through the current inflation numbers and
keepmg an eye on future numbers as policy needs to be forward-looking.

I8 RBI A qReRfdT foaTs 8—adH Jarnifa WRe &1 3@ gu 3R Uiasy &) Tem R
T 3@ gU, i Hfa B srre=ff g =nfgul

But what if those forecasts, too, are going to change?

Qfes afe 3 gatgam o sga omd dr?

Why have inflation forecasts gone terribly wrong?

TGN YarAM S TTad ol g1 02

All models would have assumed a normal monsoon for the year and a good crop.
gt Arsal 3 9 & e T AR SR St Hud o1 RO S8 g1

Also, forecasters are aware that the price indices in 2024 (the base) were high and
would lead to low inflation in 2025.

Y &1, qaHHwarsl & udl o7 {6 2024 & Jed YEHH (YR av) 3= 3, oy
2025 H &H GaRWIfd g1 ey ot

The only intervention came in the form of GST rationalisation, which would affect
manufactured products more than food.

TR §WEU GST Jfaddhul & =4 H 317, forgest guTa @rel uerdf & o &
ﬁﬁnﬁa JATGT TR 31 BT 4T
Moreover, the impact would be felt from October-November.
P (AT, THDT YHTT SFER-A96R F HGGH BT T
But, surprisingly, forecasts for core inflation (excluding food, beverages, and fuel)
have been more steadfast at around 4%.

QAfp 3MeRio® ¥U ¥, B ETEpIfd (@7, 0 3R 97 B SredR) & qargqH
ST 4% TR 3 FRR R T

The problem is all models use past data as the foundation for assumptions on how
the variable factors move.

T I © [ it Aisd a8 AHA & e fUset Se1 1 SUanT &vd § fo uRad-ia
HRP Y FAd g |

Hence the most volatile element has been food prices, where the past relationship
between output and price movements has not held, leading to overestimation of
inflation.

ST o 31fes SRR T W P ) §, W8T Sae SR Hew aral & o qd
et AN el g, Forch HRUT ERWITA BT 31feds SHI TRl T[T

The problem gets exacerbated by base effects.

Tg qAR o shaed 3 3R off §¢ ol 7
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Experts warn against premature
conclusion about Tejas fighter crash

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The recent crash of an In-
dian Air Force (IAF) Tejas
fighter aircraft at the Dubai
air show has triggered a
wave of speculation on so-
cial media, with many us-
ers terming the accident a
setback for India’s flagship
defence export platform.

On Sunday, an IAF team
reached Dubai to conduct
a joint investigation with
the UAE authorities. While
no evidence of foul play
has emerged so far, online
discussions have intensi-
fied, demanding a tho-
rough probe into the cir-
cumstances surrounding
the incident.

Several hashtags gained
traction, amplifying theo-
ries about sabotage and ex-
ternal interference. A fabri-
cated social media post
also claimed that an oil
leak had been detected on
the Tejas before the flight.
However, a PIB Fact Check
clarified that the allegation
was false, stating that the
fluid seen in the video was
part of a routine draining
process, not a technical
malfunction.

A senior official moni-

= 's

Wing Commander Afshan breaks down ahead of the last rites of her

husband, Wing Commander Namansh Syal, in Kangra on Sunday.
He lost his life in the Tejas crash at the Dubai air show. AN

toring misinformation
campaigns said numerous
accounts — operating from
neighbouring countries —
were found circulating mis-
leading narratives about
the crash.

The heightened military
cooperation between Chi-
na and Pakistan, especially
in defence technology, has
also been frequently refe-
renced in online discus-
sions around the incident.

Aviation experts, ho-
wever, cautioned against
premature conclusions un-
til the joint investigation re-
port is released.

“IAF has full confidence
in the aircraft; that’s why

they are flying it. The only
issue is HAL’s inability to
meet delivery timelines. If
we cannot meet our own ti-
melines, how can we ex-
port?” said Air Vice-Mar-
shal Anil Golani (retd.),
Director-General of the
Centre for Air Power Stu-
dies (CAPS).

Air Vice-Marshal Golani
added that incidents dur-
ing development or early
induction phases were not
unusual. “Tejas has had an
impeccable record. It was
inducted in 2016, and till
2024 not a single incident
occurred. Its safety record
is excellent.”

On the export potential

of Tejas, he said India must
first prioritise domestic re-
quirements. “IAF has al-
ready placed orders for
220 Tejas aircraft. There
are many powers in the
world trying to pull India
down.”

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, India’s indi-
genous defence produc-
tion reached a record
%1,27,434 crore in FY 2023-
24, a174% jump from 2014-
15. India now exports mili-
tary equipment to over 100
countries, including the
United States, France, and
Armenia. Defence PSUs ac-
counted for 77% of total
output, while the private
sector contributed 23%.

With the retirement of
its last MiG-21 squadrons,
the IAF’s strength has
dipped to 29 fighter squa-
drons, its lowest since the
1960s, against a sanctioned
42. To bridge the gap, the
force is relying heavily on
the phased induction of
the Tejas. The upgraded
Tejas Mk-1A, featuring ad-
vanced radar, enhanced
electronic warfare sys-
tems, and improved main-
tainability, is expected to
significantly boost IAF cap-
ability.

Experts warn against premature conclusion about Tejas fighter crash

ﬁﬁuﬁgﬁwwﬁwﬂgﬁmwwﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmfﬁmﬁ%m

ejas fighter crash investigation

TTgeR 2 oid

e The recent crash of an Indian Air Force (IAF) Tejas [Ighter aircraft at the Dubai air
show has triggered a wave of speculation on social media, with many users terming
the accident a setback for India’s [agship defence export platform.

S8 TR M B YR g8 (IAF) & doT™T WTsex fauT= &1 giferar gee A Jird
HIfST IR sfeepell B e TaT o 2l ¢, R g Suaipbdiall 3 39 gHler &1 HRd &
AR fEHT TRTué WewiH & oy Ue Sed sarar |
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On Sunday, an IAF team reached Dubai to conduct a joint investigation with the UAE
authorities.

RfIaR DY, T IAF EH Ygad o B o ol gus ARGl & A1 gais ugdl|
While no evidence of foul play has emerged so far, online discussions have intensi-
Oed, demanding a thorough probe into the circumstances surrounding the incident.
3rd I bl BTSe @ & Ted g1 el 7, Afep afferz= ==t av 81 18 7, S 39
g1 I 93 BTaTd Bt fad Sra &1 7R &R @1 |

Several hashtags gained traction, amplifying theories about sabotage and external
interference.

%?ﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%ﬁmaﬁ?mm&h@mﬁﬁwﬁaﬁm
|

A fabricated social media post also claimed that an oil leak had been detected on the
Tejas before the Tight.

TS Wil Arera Higar uive = ag o gran {1 i S 9 ugd dord ¥ Sifad did
Urgn g1 url

However, a PIB Fact Check clarified that the allegation was false, stating that the

Ouid seen in the video was part of a routine draining process, not a technical
malfunction.

gTdifeh, PIB Hae A% = WY ol o I8 SiRIU TTerd o7 SiR difea & fowmn 1 g3 &
T ST U &1 Zw o, 7 {6 ®is daw-iiat @Rel |
A senior olJcial monitoring misinformation campaigns said numerous accounts —
operating from neighbouring countries — were found circulating misleading narratives
about the crash.

THRI $U 31 R HX a1l T aky SiRISR] 3 Ha fob F3 eidrde — Sl
TR 3 J Taferd 8138 & — gHfe1 & IR H UM HUTd Hhar | 31
The heightened military cooperation between China and Pakistan, especially in
defence technology, has also been frequently referenced in online discussions
around the incident.
A4 R UIfhwa™ & siiF Sgd 4 TganT, fasives f&tha Taare o, & i 59
g1 ¥ et siamg gafelt & aR-aR Hehfa fa mr g
Aviation experts, however, cautioned against premature conclusions until the joint
investigation report is released.
gTciifas, Tfau=T fa=iusl 7 dgaa g Ruid o ao fordt of Segarel | fepd
fiorem & wayH e gl
“IAF has full confidence in the aircraft; that's why they are [ying it. The only issue is
HAL'’s inability to meet delivery timelines. If we cannot meet our own timelines, how
can we export?” said Air Vice-Marshal Anil Golani (retd.), Director-General of the
Centre for Air Power Studies (CAPS).

“IAF & 39 faHH |R R 4RI 8; SHION 3 U IST R & | UHHTE THT HAL 3t
f&eftad) ersrarss ot 7 &R um o1 |1 3 89 ot graRiia gt At aR hd, A gH
id Y B bd §2” — TR argH-AIRie ifre Mt (|.f4.), DG CAPS|

Air Vice-Marshal Golani added that incidents during development or early induction
phases were not unusual.

TR Irg-ATRfd Mo 3 el P faerg a1 arell sea= B H 39 g & ge-Td
SR T 5 |

“Tejas has had an impeccable record. It was inducted in 2016, and till 2024 not a
single incident occurred. Its safety record is excellent.”

“AoTg DT NPIS 9N T 21 3 2016 H WA fovam T T 3R 2024 b T i} g
T &2 | 35T Aw Rpid Ipy eI

On the export potential of Tejas, he said India must Crst prioritise domestic
requirements.

ammmwﬁw%wﬁmmwﬁﬁmm
|

“IAF has already placed orders for 220 Tejas aircraft. There are many powers in the
world trying to pull India down.”
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“|AF Tgd BT 220 a1 faum=l &1 31eR ¢ g1 ¢ | g & &g Xiaadl YRd &I -id
Tiem & PRI BRI &1

According to the Ministry of Defence, India’s indigenous defence production reached
a record %1,27,434 crore in FY 2023-24, a 174% jump from 2014-15.
?&nnam%&aﬂn R 1 T3 & SeTe FY 202324 A 1,27,434 A &
YIS TR IR Ugd T, S 2014—15 ) ga1 A 174% gf B

India now exports military equipment to over 100 countries, including the United
States, France, and Armenia.

YR 31d 100 T Af¥rep =N 1 T=7 Iuervr Fafa avan 7, o Sgaa s smfva,
THiN SR ST =i g
Defence PSUs accounted for 77% of total output, while the private sector contributed
23%.
%%;WPSUS S IATGH BT 77% JNTGH < &, TIa(d UTgAe HIex 23% IRTGM adl

|

With the retirement of its last MiG-21 squadrons, the IAF’s strength has dipped to 29
[ghter squadrons, its lowest since the 1960s, against a sanctioned 42.

3T SRR MiG-21 FPTG & Y- B & TIY, IAF B TS gTar 29 BIgeX
WIS IE TS 8, S 1960 P GH & §IG TG HH g, STl Wipd W 42 5|

To bridge the gap, the force is relying heavily on the phased induction of the Tejas.
T U D R HRA & 1Y, aGEAT Ao & TRUMTS S8R W U R 1

The upgraded Tejas Mk-1A, featuring advanced radar, enhanced electronic warfare
systems, and improved maintainability, is expected to significantly boost IAF
capability.

3I7d Tejas Mk-1A, STIH TSTivs I8R, FAGI-® aRBAR Ried, 3R JgaR
A T2, IAF FT & FI SeAEHIT ¥ F 5o F S 21
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The rational ape: study says chimpanzees
reason through their beliefs

A series of five tests showed the chimpanzees didn't simply respond to the latest or loudest clues; instead, they evaluated how relevant and reliable each piece of information
was, kept multiple possibilities open, and updated their choices in ways that resembled rational, evidence-based reasoning in humans; this raises fundamental questions

Ipsita Herlekar

hen, in 1960, the British

primatologist Jane

Goodall first observed

chimpanzees at Gombe
National Park in Tanzania using twigs to
fish termites out of anthills, she was
‘making scientific history. Researchers had
until then believed only humans could
use tools. Goodall’s discovery erased that
line as well as raised important questions
about what it means to be human.

Now, a study published in Science on
October 30 has suggested that another
supposedly uniquely human trait — the
ability to weigh evidence, revise beliefs,
and change one’s mind — may not be ours
alone. (This is, of course, setting aside
machines.)

A team of experts from the
Netherlands, Uganda, the UK, and the US
observed 15-23 chimpanzees at the
Ngamba Island Chimpanzee Sanctuary in
Uganda through a series of carefully
designed behavioural tests. The question
they were trying to answer was simple:
when faced with conflicting clues about
where food is hidden, do chimpanzees
follow the most recent signal or do they
combine information, remember it, and
update their beliefs, much like humans do
when they think rationally?

Five tests

The researchers used five simple tests to
examine how chimpanzees revised their
beliefs.

“To run this study, we really had to
break it down and ask: what is rationality
atits roots?” Utrecht University assistant
professor and the study’s lead author
Hanna Schleihauf said. “What are its most
fundamental components? And how do
you test this in a non-verbal way?”

The team used a Bayesian model to
generate predictions about the great apes’
decisions and compared them with their
actual behaviour. A Bayesian model is a
statistical way to understand or predict
something by continuously updating
one’s beliefs with new evidence.

The first test checked how
chimpanzees responded to strong and
weak clues. A strong clue could be in the
form of seeing food dropped into a
container; a weak clue could be hearing
food rattling inside the container. The
researchers also switched the order in
which these clues appeared.

‘This way, the team observed that when
the strong clue came second, the
chimpanzees were more likely to change
their original choice, suggesting they
weren’t simply reacting to the most
recent signal but were weighing how
reliable each clue could be.

The second test examined whether this
pattern held when the team swapped the

Agroup of chimpanzees in Uganda. USAID AFRICA BUREAU

clues. This time, the strong clue was
auditory while the weak clue involved
vague movements or traces of food. As
before, the chimpanzees consistently
favoured the stronger, more reliable clues
regardless of when it appeared.

The third test explored how well the
chimpanzees remembered the clues. The

ientists introduced three i
one with a strong clue, one with a weak
clue, and a third with no clues.

After the chimpanzees picked the
container with the strongest clue, the
researchers removed it and presented
them with the remaining two (somewhat
like the Monty Hall problem for humans).
‘The chimpanzees more often than not
picked the container with the weak clue
rather than the one with no information,
suggesting they kept multiple possibilities
in mind rather than focus solely on the
strongest clue.

Next, the scientists checked whether
the chi could di

ee

This shows that they are aware of the
reasons for their choices, a skill that
has been believed to be uniquely
human

HANNA SCHLEITHAUF

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, UTRECHT UNIVERSITY

scientists presented a “defeater” clue that
directly contradicted a prior strong clue,
for instance by revealing that a rattling
sound had come from a pebble rather
than food, the chimpanzees revised their
choices. However, they ignored the same
‘defeater” when it wasn’t linked to
previous positive evidence.

Not uniquely human
Taken together, the tests show the

between information they already had
and something new.

The great apes were made to hear
either the same sounds of food rattling in
a can twice or a new sound the second
time. The chimpanzees changed their
choice only when the second signal added
something new, indicating they could tell
old information from genuinely new
evidence.

The final test explored how the
chimpanzees responded when their initial
belief was undermined. When the

chi didn’t simply respond to the
last or loudest clues.

Instead they evaluated how relevant
and reliable each piece of information
was, kept multiple possibilities open, and
updated their choices in ways that
resemble rational, evidence-based
reasoning in humans.

“This shows [the study] that they are
aware of the reasons for their choices, a
skill that has been believed to be uniquely
human,” Prof. Schleihauf said.

How would this sort of rational
thinking turn up in the everyday lives of

wild chimpanzees? Since this study was
carried out in semi-captive conditions and
with rescued chimpanzees, the
researchers could offer only hypothetical
examples.

As Prof. Schleihauf said: “Imagine a
chimpanzee sees a red fruit on the ground
and walks towards a tree because it
assumes the fruit must have fallen from
there. But when it reaches the spot, it
realises the ‘fruit’ was only a cluster of red
leaves. In that moment, the chimpanzee
should revise its belief: it should no longer
think that this tree is full of ripe fruit.”

“‘Bigger questions’
According to Tetsuro Matsuzawa, a
primatologist and former director of
Kyoto University Primate Research
Institute (and who wasn’t involved in the
study), it would be extremely difficult to
observe such traits in wild chimpanzees
in their daily lives because researchers
simply wouldn’t be able to make enough
repeat observations to show reliably that
chimpanzees can revise their beliefs in
ways demonstrated in the study.
Nonetheless, he added, “This study
also raises bigger questions about the
evolutionary roots of human rationality. It
shows that rational thinking is not limited
to humans, and prompts us to ask how
much of this ability is shared with
chimpanzees and other great apes, a
question now brought to the forefront.”
(Ipsita Herlekar is an independent
science writer. ipsitaherlekar@gmail.com)

THE GIST

The study suggests that
another supposedly uniquely
human trait — the ability to
weigh evidence, revise beliefs,
and change one’s mind —
may not be ours alone

v

Researchers, however, are
unable to clarify what this
rational thought process
would look like among wild
chimpanzees, since the study
was carried out in
semi-captive conditions and
with rescued chimpanzees
v

Researchers say the study
raises questions about the
evolutionary roots of human
rationality and prompts us to
ask how much of this ability
is shared with the great apes

The rational ape: study says chimpanzees reason through their beliefs

THET 9THR: HYT Pgdl ¢ 1 fdell o= araarsi & YR IR foaR & &

Chimpanzee Rational Reasoning Study

frafor & adbga faar sreaa=

When, in 1960, the British primatologist Jane Goodall first observed chimpanzees at Gombe
National Park in Tanzania using twigs to fish termites out of anthills, she was making scientific

Td 3 Ugel SR del=an & Tie A2 ure | Riafimat o
aﬁ%%%ﬁ@%ﬁmﬁ%@eﬁmwm%@ 9 3 dyrie sfaer = &

history.

9 1960 H fofewr UrsATHdioRe 94 TSid

off|

Researchers had until then believed only humans could use tools.

e T YBdian T HIFT UT b Pac A & STHRUN

[ T ST B b 2|
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o Goodall’'s discovery erased that line as well as raised important questions about what it
means to be human.

TTETd B e A 39 fauTeH &1 fiet far oIk a5
ggaqﬁuﬂmﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁweﬁwﬁw
|

¢ Now, a study published in Science on October 30
has suggested that another supposedly uniquely
human trait — the ability to weigh evidence, revise
beliefs, and change one’s mind — may not be ours
alone.

3{d, 30 AEER B Science T UHIRIT T T =
gz fean § & e ok wfid wu @ a=a-fafdy
&THAT — JHTOT dier, fayy =g o ok o
G DI & — RIE Had TS &1 g1 781 5|

e (This is, of course, setting aside machines.)

(e o1, Fifdd wu §, w2t &) 3 ad gu BEl T R )

o A team of experts from the Netherlands, Uganda, the UK, and the US observed 15-23
chimpanzees at the Ngamba Island Chimpanzee Sanctuary in Uganda through a series of
carefully deS|gned behavioural tests.

Hevds, gueT, g% MR YU & fAXvs Bt e < = IS & e gats ol ot o
1&23ﬁ%mmﬁmwwuﬁ$@mmwmuﬁmﬁwm$mmﬁ
3raciien fapa|

e The question they were trying to answer was simple: when faced with conflicting clues about
where food is hidden, do chimpanzees follow the most recent signal or do they combine
information, remember it, and update their beliefs, much like humans do when they think
rationally?

3 o U9 T IR TIol X U, I TA UT: 99 HIoH Pgl Ul & 39 IR H faRyurymdt ddba
forera €, o o RIOSH haet AdFaH Tobhd &1 UTa $Rd §, 1 d SHBRI &l S d, U6 I@d 3R
Tt A3t Y 3fera PRd § — epd a9 O A ahaiTd U & Jad 79 a4 82

Five tests

LIER L

¢ The researchers used five simple tests to examine how chimpanzees revised their beliefs.
Meyeatall 7 I e & T Ui e uteon o1 IuanT fasar fos il st araarsht &
&Y NAT PR 5 1

e “To run this study, we really had to break it down and ask: what is rationality at its roots?”
Utrecht University assistant professor and the study’s lead author Hanna Schleihauf said.

"2 Y B! IAH P AT, T arad H 3 AU A1 UST 3R Y1 UST: W A ddbairaar
%%."%mwmﬁmmmamﬁg@mmwﬁﬁ
|

o “What are its most fundamental components? And how do you test this in a non-verbal
way?”
" TG HAY ICH T 52 3R 3T U IR-AE® i ° H sfrdd 52"

e The team used a Bayesian model to generate predictions about the great apes’ decisions
and compared them with their actual behaviour.
& A 78 T & Fofdl & IR H SHM STF S o ol Saferd Aisd &1 SN 61 8k
3J% 3P dRAdP HGER J - Bl |

o A Bayesian model is a statistical way to understand or predict something by continuously
updating one’s beliefs with new evidence.
Yo Aied Ue Wiksgeia aieT & s aafda Sioet Araarstt &1 ¢ JHToN & SMUR R
AR 37 B (o TS I JHHdT a1 YaigH araT g |

e The first test checked how chimpanzees responded to strong and weak clues.

Tgd URlerur 2 g S fob Rt Aetge iR FHeIR JRAN W Y ufafhar 3d B
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e A strong clue could be seeing food dropped into a container; a weak clue could be hearing
food rattling inside the container.

T A9IGd IR 98 81 Tabdl g ford Ui &1 de-R & R §T 38T 9T, Th HHGIR GRIT a8
Bl Hahdll & o SR & 3R HIoH & TeWSTIee YA ol |

e The researchers also switched the order in which these clues appeared.
SMedmaratt = 7 GREN & 3H & HH I it gea|

e This way, the team observed that when the strong clue came second, the chimpanzees were
more likely to change their original choice, suggesting they weren’t simply reacting to the
most recent signal but were weighing how reliable each clue could be.
=g e, AT A 3T 5 ST AT TRAT g8 FeR IR 7, at il oot qar wig sgeq o
e HTaHT TEd ¥, T U Iadn 5 o 3 Rt 8Td & Hovd WR Ufdioha el 3 g 4 Sieh
Tg et X8 & fs I 1 R foban st g

o The second test examined whether this pattern held when the team swapped the clues.

TR TR0 7 g S {6 o A9 3 RAN B aga fan, o 1 g8 U s gl

e This time, the strong clue was auditory while the weak clue involved vague movements or
traces of food.

T IR, AV R YA YT STa(dh HHGIR XA HISH Pt geob! Tafafar a1 F==1 & Faifera 1
e As before, the chimpanzees consistently favoured the stronger, more reliable clues
regardless of when it appeared.
%ﬁ@aﬁw, ferafomt = weTad SR e fay-ta IRAN &1 & 71, 98 3 fpeft s e A
3T Bl
e The third test explored how well the chimpanzees remembered the clues.
R wteqor A g S {3 fideh R @t fara=m arg wad g
e The scientists introduced three containers — one with a strong clue, one with a weak clue,
and a third with no clues.

AR A I HeIR O T — TP A YR a1el, U HHGR IR a1ell, 3R T forad
DIg R Tg]1 |

o After the chimpanzees picked the container with the strongest clue, the researchers removed
it and presented them with the remaining two (somewhat like the Monty Hall problem for
humans).
e fRafmat 3 AeTed JRIT aTal R ! T, o RNedhdialt 3 39 ger faam 3R 52 §U & R
BSIEE RG] CH H&fﬁ & Monty Hall problem ST YNl

e The chimpanzees more often than not picked the container with the weak clue rather than
the one with no information, suggesting they kept multiple possibilities in mind rather than
focus soIer on the strongest clue.

[ 3 {81 STHSHRT a1 HeR B Jolid HHAR FRAT aldt he-R I AP IR AT, ford

wm%ﬁ?émwwwﬁﬁ{ﬁﬁﬁﬁmmaﬁﬁmﬁﬁwﬁm

e Next, the scientists checked whether the chimpanzees could differentiate between
information they already had and something new.
P a1 ax1H®! A g S o Rl uget & Hiv[g AHSRT 3R 7§ BRI § R 3R
T € A1 e |

e The great apes were made to hear either the same sounds of food rattling in a can twice or a
new sound the second time.

gﬁﬁé@ﬁmﬁ%ﬁmﬁwﬁwﬂawaﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁmmw#m
|

o The chimpanzees changed their choice only when the second signal added something new,

|nd|cat|ng they could tell old information from new evidence.
[ 30T AT Fhad e Sedl od gk Yobd H $© 4T AT, fora) vt gear g f a

R FHBR 3R TC T B B R T A

e The final test explored how the chimpanzees responded when their initial belief was
undermined.
Sifom aigror A g S fos oie oot & wRfte fayma &t sueiR foar mn, @ S5iH oo
afaferar

o When the scientists presented a “defeater” clue that directly contradicted a prior strong clue
— for instance, showing that a rattling sound came from a pebble rather than food — the
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chimpanzees revised their choices.

SIS IRIDT 4 TH “defeater” IRTT &1 S fUSd Aotgd TR & fausia o1 — o T
TSWSTEe HIoH B Iold pabg I 318 ff — af Rt = 3t wig aga ot |

e However, they ignored the same defeater when it wasn’t linked to previous positive
evidence.

gTalies, I ST ‘defeater H ARSI R 301 919 I8 TS ABRIAS THTUT § S[ST 6]
Tl

Not uniquely human
GEd

o Taken together, the tests show the chimpanzees didn’t simply respond to the last or loudest
clues.
Tt Tdteront @ fiyare) < o uar Iaan 8 & RioSh daa sifaw a1 e aw IR W ufafear
EEHERGRI

¢ Instead they evaluated how relevant and reliable each piece of information was, kept
multiple possibilities open, and updated their choices in ways that resemble rational,
evidence-based reasoning |n humans.

2% SO 3 I8 Yo HRd A o s TSR fara-t ureie ik WRI\TS €, s
THTGATE Gait W & 3R 30 el &1 3 RE 3RIH HRd A oY H S aehTd, THTUI-
Syt 9 § Ha |

o “This shows [the study] that they are aware of the reasons for their choices, a skill that has
been believed to be uniquely human,” Prof. Schleihauf said.
. RATSEIH = Hgl, “Tg [3egH) fara 8 {5 9 3o fawed! & SRon & /@7 §, T Tt
& ord 319 e fa=iy &4 | J1=a W11 ST ol

¢ How would this sort of rational thinking tum up in the everyday lives of wild chimpanzees?
ST ARt % e Siiae o 39 aRe @1 ahuTd T H3 3aTs & apd! 82

e Since this study was carried out in semi-captive conditions and with rescued chimpanzees,
the researchers could offer only hypothetical examples.
<[ g 31T Sef-ag araraRor Ired ure fRiafera w fear mar o1, sufe Mewmdf Faa
DI IaTBRU 81 & Yhd |

e As Prof. Schleihauf said: “Imagine a chimpanzee sees a red fruit on the ground and walks
towards a tree because it assumes the fruit must have fallen from there.
ST {5 . XA3ETH 2 ST “Hedl 61 & U it THF IR T ard B &l § 3R US
@ 3R IAdI § Rl 98 A © [ B 951 & RT3

e But when it reaches the spot, it realises the fruit’ was only a cluster of red leaves.
R 9§ 9¢ d6] Ugadl 8, dl 39 UgHN BId1 ¢ fd 98 ‘Te’ aRad § @rel =il bl <37 T

¢ In that moment, the chimpanzee should revise its belief: it should no longer think that this
tree is full of ripe fruit.”
%%mﬁ%ﬁaﬁmﬁmmﬁma@u I 3§ Ig el A A1 b I8 U Udh U

RIgI”

igger questions’
S U’

e According to Tetsuro Matsuzawa, a primatologist and former director of Kyoto University
Primate Research Institute, it would be extremely difficult to observe such traits in wild
chimpanzees in their daily lives because researchers can’t make enough repeat
observations.

TTsHCIdioRe 3R Fte! fayfdenaa ureic e §xieye & yd AR dxgd) ATeIenar &
TR, Strelt ot & < Sita & TR 0l &1 Sfaciies] BT 31dd HiS gIT Hiffh
Qﬁm T GIgRTT T STeH a1 B NG|

e They wouldn’t be able to show reliably that chimpanzees can revise their beliefs in the way
demonstrated in the study.
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Nonetheless, he added, “This study also raises bigger questions about the evolutionary
roots of human rationality.

2 oft, 3B HeT, g SHHT T dhETddl B! fABTHIHS SIS & aR F 98 UY Iod gl

It shows that rational thinking is not limited to humans, and prompts us to ask how much of
this ability is shared with chimpanzees and other great apes, a question now brought to the
forefront.”

T faard & fob adheTd Ora Pad Al do Wfia T8 7, 3Tk U8 Jard 3311 § b 39 emar
?mm%wﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁ?&mmm$mum%—wwﬁwm@ﬂmﬁm
|

Random forest: branching possibilities
GS I SaT ]

Vasudevan Mukunth

S Q: What is a ‘random
Y B W forest’?

A: A random forest is a
machine-learning
method that makes
predictions by
combining the
decisions of many simpler models
called decision trees. A decision tree
works like a tree from bottom-up. At
each node, it asks a question about
the data, e.g. “is a person’s age greater
than 30?”. Then, depending on the
answer, it moves left or right until it
reaches a final decision at a ‘leaf’
While single trees are easier to
understand, they can also overfit the
data, i.e. they may learn small quirks

A decision tree works like a tree from the trunk
to the leaves. N UXIAB/UNSPLASH

of the training data that don’t
generalise well.

A random forest minimises this issue
by building a large number of trees,
each trained on a slightly different
random sample of the data.

When asked to make a prediction,
every tree gives an answer. For
classification problems, the random
forest picks the most common answer.
For regression problems, it averages
the numerical outputs. Because
random errors and quirks tend to
cancel out when the verdicts of many
trees are combined, a random forest is
often more accurate than any single
tree while still being relatively
straightforward to use.

In a study published on November

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

17 in the journal PNAS, for instance,
scientists trained random forest
models to learn the “chemical
fingerprints” of fossils, then based on
that made them predict whether some
organic molecules present on rocks
could have come from lifeforms or
natural processes. Thus they reported
evidence of photosynthetic microbes
from 2.5 billion years ago.

b

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’
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What is a ‘random forest’?

FsH BRIT FT 22

A random forest is a machine-learning method that makes predictions by combining the
decisions of many simpler models called decision trees.

Y7 R Te ARiF-afn fAaft g st w3 wa atsal, i fexfies & w1 sman g, & fofat
B! freier HiosgaTorat srar g1

A decision tree works like a tree from bottom-up. At each node, it asks a question about the
data, e.g., “is a person’s age greater than 307",

T o ¢ 99 A SR 3 3R T g F aRe 1T HAT 21 T e WIg ST H IR ATy
Tl 2, o o1 et afa @5t 39 30 @ o 277

Then, depending on the answer, it moves left or right until it reaches a final decision at a leaf.
R SR & Wwwmmmm%ww%www(mﬁﬁ)wqu@a
Wild|

While single trees are easier to understand, they can also overfit the data, i.e., they may
learn small quirks of the training data that don’t generalise well.

gTdile Uhd ¢l YU | 3T 8Id €, I ScT 3! ffarftpe ot % Tavd §, At ufreror Ser &t
BB ARl o) TR A & O 3 oy D 1 K Bl

A random forest minimises this issue by building a large number of trees, each trained on a
sllghtly different random sample of the data.

BRI 39 U Sl HH BT § Rl g Scl b S-S ISH ATd W SR b oI
ST B
When asked to make a prediction, every tree gives an answer. For classification problems,
the random forest picks the most common answer.
o Hfgsgaroft R B BT S §, 8 ¢ Ueh IR ol ¢ | FA b= awiaii 3§ ¥ed
HRE TN FHHY IR AT 3
For regression problems, it averages the numerical outputs.
iR waeh & 98 YerEd Seye &1 $ied ddl g
Because random errors and quirks tend to cancel out when the verdicts of many trees are
combined, a random forest is often more accurate than any single tree while still being
relatively straightforward to use.

Fife B3 <1 & Fufal &) fram W aefess Ffeal Sk Biet Wl Sy & Jdferd 8t ot €,
T YSH R Uahd ¢l &I ga-T H SRR SU1ST Wld 8IdT § 3R IuanT § off TRl ear g

In a study published on November 17 in the journal PNAS, scientists trained random forest
models to learn the chemical fingerprints of fossils.

17 FdeR B! S-id PNAS T UBTRI T 3/eqgT H AT 3 Y8H BRI Higd Pl S IareHl &
Imafe P RfYe W & forw ufifarg fosan

Then based on that made them predict whether some organic molecules present on rocks
could have come from lifeforms or natural processes.

R 3P MYR W ATSH! V I STHM T B! Bl T fb Tl IR AN F6 DM 3]
Sia-3=ul ¥ 31T § a1 wrepfae ufsharsi 9|
Thus they reported evidence of photosynthetlc microbes from 2.5 billion years ago.

I UHR 381 2.5 3R T4 R USRI IRt Geweiial & v Rk ey
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COP30 stresses ‘adaptation’ as
path to fossil fuel-free world

Countries have called to ‘at least triple’ adaptation finance by 2035 and to hold a systematic dialogue, with existing UN trade

forums on ensuring that measures to combat climate change do not impede trade or growth in developing countries

NEWS ANALYSIS

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he deliberations at
T COP30, which con-

cluded in Brazil on
Saturday, underlined that
while countries agreed
upon transitioning away
from fossil fuel, more em-
phasis ought to be laid on
adapting to climate change
rather than defining road
maps to end use of fossil
fuels.

As the text of the con-
sensus, called the Mutirao
(coming together) agree-
ment, says, countries have
agreed to establish a two-
year “work programme”
on climate finance; called
for efforts to “at least tri-
ple” adaptation finance by
2035. They have agreed to
a systematic dialogue with
participation from United
Nations’ trade forums — for
example,  International
Trade Centre, the UN Con-
ference on Trade and De-
velopment and the World
Trade Organization — on
how measures to combat
climate change should not
impede trade and growth
of developing countries.

Climate finance refers to
money that must be dis-

André Corréa do Lago, COP30 President, sits as Simon Stiell, UN climate chief, left, speaks with other UN

o

officials during a plenary session in Belem, Brazil, on Saturday. A

bursed by developed coun-
tries to developing ones.
The aim of COPs (Confe-
rence of Parties) has been
on delivering climate fi-
nance evenly for mitiga-
tion (avoiding fossil fuel
projects and funding re-
newable energy) and adap-
tation (building infrastruc-
ture to better shield against
climate change, investing
in resilient agriculture, and
so on). However, mitiga-
tion projects are generally
more  business-friendly
and have garnered more
attention.

“While the adaptation fi-
nance decision wasn’t
what developing countries

wanted, it helps ensure
that funding for adaptation
will continue to grow...
Even though the deadline
is a decade away, deve-
loped countries can’t be
complacent and must im-
mediately get to work, scal-
ing up adaptation support.
Having this goal within the
framework of the NCQG
means that developed
countries take the lead,
with other countries en-
couraged to contribute vo-
luntarily,” Joe Thwaites, In-
ternational Climate
Finance Director, Natural
Resources Defense Coun-
cil, a global think tank, said
in a statement. New Collec-

tive Quantified Goal on Cli-
mate Finance (NCQG) ref-
ers to an agreement in
COP29, Baku, by deve-
loped countries to mobil-
ise $300 billion annually
by 2035 and work towards
expanding it to $1.3 trillion
annually from all sources.

Ideological divide
The deliberations at the
COP through the years
have often been framed as
a contest between two ide-
ological blocs — those that
want hard targets and road
maps on phasing out of fos-
sil fuels and those that re-
sist them.

India, for instance, in

COP30 stresses ‘adaptation’ as path to fossil fuel-free world

BIRd SUF-gad fay 31 iz ¥ ‘e&a’ IR COP 30 &1 AR

e COP30 stresses ‘adaptation’ as path to fossil fuel-free world
HINS Se-Tad fay 31 {33 & ‘SEHaT &1 11l 9dId §T COP30 TR

e Countries have called to ‘at least triple’ adaptation finance by 2035 and to hold a
systematic dialogue, with existing UN trade forums on ensuring that measures to
combat climate change do not impede trade or growth in developing countries
32 A 2035 I SIHa fad B HH Y HH A1 AT HRA 3R
1Y AR JaIq B 1 MG [ & e Sterary R § fHues & Iurg
fasrasie <=1 & AR 1 fdrd § 141 - ST |

the final leg of delibera-
tions on Saturday, ex-
pressed “satisfaction with
major  outcomes”  of
COP30 such as a Just Tran-
sition Mechanism (JTM)
and for “delivering the
space” to discuss Unilater-
al Trade-restrictive Climate
Measures. “These issues
cannot continue to be
brushed under the carpet.
The Parties have made a
beginning here to reverse
this trend,” a statement by
a group of largely develop-
ing countries noted. The
JTM refers to a process
whereby labour systems
can be made to adapt to a
future away from fossil fuel
in a way that promotes jus-
tice and equity.

The COP30 Mutirdo
agreement has no mention
of ‘fossil fuels’ or a road
map to end their use —
meaning they are not part
of the consensus agree-
ment. COP President An-
dré Lago’s commitment to
creating two road maps—
one on halting and revers-
ing deforestation and
another on transitioning
away from fossil fuels in a
just, orderly, and equitable
manner, is viewed as a pla-
catory measure towards
the European Union and
countries demanding an
end to use of fossil fuels.

UN TR Hal &

e The deliberations at COP30, which concluded in Brazil on Saturday, underlined that
while countries agreed upon transitioning away from fossil fuel, more emphasis ought
to be laid on adapting to climate change rather than defining road maps to end use of
fossil fuels.

STolid & WMTR & TAT §T COP30 & faar-faust = Raiferd farar fos <=t 3 wika
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S I QR M R TgH ST ¢, Al BId S & ITANT $I JHTE HRA & I U
FIM ! a1 § STaarg IRad & SIHad UR 3ifee SR fear S =g

As the text of the consensus, called the Mutirdo (coming together) agreement,
says, countries have agreed to establish a two-year “work programme” on climate
finance; called for efforts to “at least triple” adaptation finance by 2035.
Jagwfa & ure, R gfevrsit (Uese 817) THidT S8 oIl 8, & S8R i 3
STaarg fad R 3 a9 &1 “HrieT Rt B R TgHfd STdTs 8; 3R 2035 I SIHe
T & “HH V& T[T 9 BT 31gH fHar ]|

They have agreed to a systematic dialogue with participation from United Nations’
trade forums — for example, International Trade Centre, UNCTAD, and the WTO
— on how measures to combat climate change should not impede trade and growth
of developing countries.

351 I8 t Tgrfa Srars § & STaarg uRad & fFuen & Iur fasr=ia o=t &
IR 3R B 7 147 1 STd, 39 IR §eTRMd ¢8 W, UNCTAD 3R WTO Jfed
UN SR Hdl & 91y Sgafeyd Jarg fobar S|

Climate finance refers to money that must be disbursed by developed countries to
developing ones.

STaar] fad a8 o & ford famRid <=1 & famr=ia <=1 & UgH A1 ST ¢ |
The aim of COPs (Conference of Parties) has been on delivering climate finance
evenly for mitigation (avoiding fossil fuel projects and funding renewable energy)
and adaptation (building infrastructure to shield against climate change, resilient
agriculture, etc.).

COPs (&Y 3T UIclen) &1 3= SIadrg fad &1 /A (mitigation) 3R G
(adaptation) G & T ¥4 ¥ f3aRd #1318

However, mitigation projects are generally more business-friendly and have garnered
more attention. ]

gTdifeh, T URTSHTE AR WR 3% STaa-3%d gl & 3R e e
3B Bt gl

“While the adaptation finance decision wasn’t what developing countries wanted, it
helps ensure that funding for adaptation will continue to grow...” Joe Thwaites,
International Climate Finance Director, NRDC, said.

“gTald fo o1 fAofa famra=iia =i @t srden & o=y -1g! o1, fhr ot 7
gﬁ@aw«ngﬁ? 3fIp e o foTg fauIyor Sl IQ1...” — Sl Wy, SexAT-d
FAT3HT IS SRREER, NRDC |

New Collective Quantified Goal on Climate Finance (NCQG) refers to an agreement
in COP29, Baku, by developed countries to mobilise $300 billion annually by 2035
and expand it to $1.3 trillion annually.

Soary fod R =1 Ife® AETdS 98 (NCQG) COP29 JNTR H fadfRid <=1 gRT
2035 aﬁuﬁ;chsooﬁﬁ-mqsﬁwrrﬁawm.s fefera= ufead Jem & Togia &t
Teffa exar g1

Ideological divide
faure=

The deliberations at the COP through the years have often been framed as a contest
between two ideological blocs — those that want hard targets and road maps on
phasing out fossil fuels and those that resist them.

Iyt & coP & faaR-fansf @1 g da1ive THgl & &id cawid & U § g1 T § — U
S BIRIS e 1 TRUEG JHIE PR & oY HS 7T 3R IS AY 6d & 3R g o
@ faRY IR § 1

India, for instance, in the final leg of deliberations on Saturday, expressed
“satisfaction with major outcomes” of COP30 such as a Just Transition Mechanism
(JTM) and for space to discuss Unilateral Trade-restrictive Climate Measures.

JETERT & ol YR A AR &1 $ifad avor & fqaR-famst & cop3o & yq@ ufvomdt
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S oIe <iforRE AFT (JTM) 3R THaR T ATIR-UfAeU® STaarg SUrl R ==

& oI RIF Iuds 81 WR “Hdy ad fod|

“These issues cannot continue to be brushed under the carpet. The Parties have
made a beginning here to reverse this trend,” noted a statement by developing

countries.

A OE BT 3 3R HTel & -1d Te] Sar S Java| Tt A 39 Ugi &I Idc &
fo Ig1 Ypemd &1 8, fawra=iia <= & U THg & 99 | &gl T
The JTM refers to a process whereby labour systems can adapt to a future away from
fossil fuel in a manner that promotes justice and equity.

JTM 39 UfehaT Y =TT & forae dad 47 e Bk e ¥ R Hids & 3% d 39
TR gRkafdd 81 9o a1 3R 99T &l gerar fBa |

The COP30 Mutirao agreement has no mention of “fossil fuels’ or a road map to end
their use — meaning they are not part of the consensus agreement.

COP30 HIEQ

D5 I el § — I A JIGHfT BT = gt

COP President André Lago’s commitment to creating two road maps — one on
halting and reversing deforestation and another on transitioning away from fossil
fuels in a just, orderly, and equitable manner, is viewed as a placatory measure
towards the European Union and other countries demanding an end to fossil fuel use.

COP 3{&7¢f 3(1% @RI BT &l AS AY I BT 1G] — T gD Fh 3R
3R GIRT =qTaqul, Goaafryd

3 TSN H IR SUT U1 30 SUTNT Dl AT B & S 7Y Bl

I |

SR TUTAT-3MeTRE R I B S8 I g JHHu

R — R TG 3R I 2 P Yid B P T b FY H G &1 8T & Sl BiRid
S ITANT JHT B3 Bl AN B R B

State Forest Departments across India have no record
of African grey parrot trade, reveal RTI responses
(GS il: Environment ]

" Rohan Premkumar
UDHAGAMANDALAM

There are no registered
breeders or authorised pet
shops to sell African grey
parrots (Psittacus eritha-
cus) - one of the most easi-
ly procurable animals in
the country. While the bird
is extensively available in
pet markets, the Forest De-
partments in different
States said no breeder had
registered with them. The
departments had respond-
ed to applications filed by
The Hindu under the Right
to Information (RTI) Act, to
understand the trade in
the exotic species.

The parrot, listed under
Appendix I of the Conven-
tion on International Trade
in Endangered Species of
Wild Flora and Fauna
(CITES), requires special
permits, including indivi-
dual CITES registration

and import certificates, for
their trade in the domestic
and international markets.

Extensive capture for
the international pet trade
has decimated the bird’s
populations in their home
ranges encompassing parts
of Central Africa. The spe-
cies is also listed as ‘Endan-
gered’ by the International
Union for the Conservation
of Nature.

RTI findings

Out of 19 States and Union
Territories to which appli-
cations were sent asking
about the trade in the spe-
cies, only Kerala’s Forest
Department reported re-
ceiving 17 applications for
the registration of breed-
ers’ licences for the spe-
cies. The State also said re-
gistration of pet stores was
delegated to the State Ani-
mal Welfare Board. Mean-
while, most other States

o el

P i L)
African grey parrot is listed as ‘Endangered’ by the International

Union for the Conservation of Nature. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

gave generic responses
stating they did not have
access to the data request-
ed, while some forest divi-
sions also responded indi-
vidually, stating that the
species was not found in
their divisions.

Despite Tamil Nadu
claiming that as per their
records, there were no re-
gistered breeders, traders,
or pet stores dealing in the
commercial trade of Afri-

can grey parrots, the For-
est Department said it was
compiling inspection re-
ports and audits of breed-
ing facilities, pet shops,
and sellers of the species.

Breeding licence

To breed CITES Appendix I
species like the African
grey parrot, a valid breed-
ing licence is required. To
obtain this, an application
must be submitted to the

Chief Wildlife Warden un-
der the Breeders of Species
Licence Rules, 2023. The
applicant must also have
the CITES import permit, a
Directorate-General of Fo-
reign Trade import licence
number, and a no-objec-
tion certificate from the
respective Chief Wildlife
Warden for the import be-
fore applying for the
breeding licence, a re-
searcher familiar with the
trade in exotic wildlife
said.

Shekhar Kumar Niraj,
the South Asia head of the
Wildlife Justice Commis-
sion, said it was mandatory
for each State’s Forest De-
partment to maintain re-
cords of exotic species.
“Even prior to importing,
buyers have to receive ap-
proval from their respec-
tive State’s Chief Wildlife
Wardens, aside from im-
port certificates and CITES

approvals,” he said. “The
trade in exotic species is on
the rise, and maintaining
registries of these species
is extremely important as
they pose a biohazard with
the potential for spreading
zoonotic diseases and also
for becoming invasive spe-
cies,” he added.

Trade hubs

Chief Executive Officer at
Wildlife Trust of India Jose
Louies said Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, and Karnataka have
become hubs for the im-
port and trade in exotic
species.

However, he does not
lay the blame on the Forest
Department. “You cannot
expect the Forest Depart-
ment to go house to house
and search for these ani-
mals,” he said. People buy
animals without paper-
work, and also breed them
illegally.

State Forest Departments across India have no record of African grey parrot
trade, reveal RTI responses
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RTI STATal | UdT IT: HRA & fafHs Isaf & 99 AT & URT 3npled A did &
IR HT B Rpis gl

State Forest Departments across India have no record of African grey parrot trade,
reveal RTI responses

RTI SiaTell 9 Udl <all fb HRd R & 068 o fIHRT & U 31bTeh U did & TR bl
1S Raple TeT R

There are no registered breeders or authorised pet shops to sell African grey parrots
(Psittacus erithacus) — one of the most easily procurable animals in the country.
3BIH U dld (Psittacus erithacus) CICERANINCIR q\—:ﬁﬁ EISREI B{fﬁﬁ RN
P 81 & — SIS U8 oRT H Gad ST ¥ Iudsd g ald Ha’] § 4 Th g |
While the bird is extensively available in pet markets, the Forest Departments in
different States said no breeder had registered with them.

STE1 Ig el e STHaR! & SoRI # aet A1 § SUds §, 9g) fafs Isdl & a- faHml
ﬁw%ﬁ?%@lﬁwffﬁwumﬁww:@w%l

The departments had responded to applications filed by The Hindu under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, to understand the trade in the exotic species.

3 AU A g g gRT SRR RTI SdeH! &1 wiard fear o, R Ig=a 39 fae=h yenfa
o TR DI FHT YT

The parrot, listed under Appendix | of CITES, requires special permits including
individual CITES registration and import certificates for domestic and international
trade.

g Tl CITES & Appendix | § GaIa &, 3R 38 TR d SR AMUR F g
faRy RRffe, S AfRTTA CITES UsHaRuT iR ST THIUI ST ¢ |

Extensive capture for the intermational pet trade has decimated the bird’s populations
in their home ranges in Central Africa.

SARRTYT YTl TR & oIl SHAfeIeh Uhe I HE S{TbIhT P SHbh UTpicieh & H
S 3MTETGl g1 G I TS &

The species is also listed as ‘Endangered’ by the Intemational Union for the
Conservation of Nature.

g TS RIS U TR T (JUCN) GRT ‘@I & &0 § +ft geftes 2|

RTI findings
RTI

Out of 19 States and Union Territories approached, only Kerala’s Forest

Department reported receiving 17 applications for registration of breeders’ licences.

ST 19 oAt SR HERMRAT TS=N | AHBRI ART T, 390 dHadt e a1 f[AURT A

TSRl & Y & USpRUT & 1T 17 MG U B BT SIHBRI G|

The State also said registration of pet stores was delegated to the State Animal

Welfare Board.

gﬁq 3 78 ot F5T {6 UIaq gaHI & UsHdHRUl 1 HTH T UR] HedTvl de I FiaT 7
|

Most other States gave generic responses stating they did not have access to the

data requested.

SHRYHTRT 3 Tt = YA SR T o I Uy At ¢ et de ugd el /|
Some forest divisions responded individually, stating that the species was not found
in their divisions.

FG aF THTT 7 AT ¥ Ja1d 3T 7% a8 venfay 3% gy o urs €t A oIt
Despite Tamil Nadu claiming that there were no registered breeders or pet stores
trading the species, the Forest Department said it was compiling inspection reports
and audits of breeding facilities, pet shops and sellers.

RIS A ST Fel & FIE Uopd SeR T UTeTd g 39 IS 1 TR et
e, Al a faumT 3 gar fos ag SfST gfaumefl, urerd g iR fadharsft ot
frdteror RO ok 3iifSe Twferd FR @I R
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Breeding licence

e To breed CITES Appendix | species like the African grey parrot, a valid breeding
licence is required.

3pId I did St CITES Appendix | TSt & T4 & fore au shfeT arsda
AT B |

e To obtain this, an application must be submitted to the Chief Wildlife Warden under
the Breeders of Species Licence Rules, 2023.

T T 3 o fold YT a=ueita a18+ &l sty s WS arsdy fa|, 2023 &
dgd 3Mded &1 gIdT G|

e The applicant must also have the CITES import permit, DGFT import licence number,
and a no-objection certificate from the respective Chief Wildlife Warden for the import.

3{1AGH P U CITES 3 WRIFC, DGFT TTd g8y —eR 3R 3ard & forg efda
T 3ol are & -fNaRr Siepare o S AT

o  Shekhar Kumar Niraj, South Asia head of the Wildlife Justice Commission, said it
was mandatory for each State’s Forest Department to maintain records of exotic

S%mm%#wmm@wwﬁwﬁm%m
AT & I fIHTT & o fae=h uenfaal &1 Repls w@ 3ifard g1

e “Even prior to importing, buyers must receive approval from their respective State’s
Chief Wildlife Wardens aside from import certificates and CITES approvals he said.
I2 HET, “3MTd J Ugd it WEeRY &I T YO SR CITES 3Hfd & Sfardr
3T IT & T agoid are J Hel A g 817

o “The trade in exotic species is on the rise, and maintaining registries is extremely
important as they pose biohazard risks, can spread zoonotic diseases, and become
invasive.”

3=t yonfodt o1 TR 9 W R, 3R Repls ST ITT 3(d 3MawH g Hife o
ua@mﬁﬁgwﬁawaﬁ% S T el Tabelt 8 3R SHTHTHSE Tt T
YA ghdl g 1"

Trade hqbs
R 55

e Jose Louies, CEO of Wildlife Trust of India, said Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka
have become hubs for import and trade in exotic species.
AZTSATSW < 3T IfFUT & CEO S ol 3 Hgl fb e, aierg iR el
fae=ft gonfaat & smard iR AMUR & g &9 W €|

e However, he does not blame the Forest Department. “You cannot expect the Forest
Department to go house to house and search for these animals,” he said.

BT, SE1 O FIHTT B RRAER Tl ST S8R B, “3i10 o faumT @ I8 Swiie
5] B Ibhd b 98 TR-TR SR 3 SHaR] BT JaAT B |”

e People buy animals without paperwork, and also breed them illegally.

T o Tl el Ufshan & 59 SR ol TRied @ SR 31 U T I Uoi- +f Hd 8
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‘Consensus on most
recommendations of
Assam Accord panel

BCS il Internal Scourity

The Assam government
and the All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union (AASU) have
reached a consensus on
“most recommendations”
of a panel to implement
Clause 6 of the Assam Ac-
cord of 1985, the Chief Mi-
nister’s Office (CMO) said.
Clause 6 of the peace
deal, which ended the vio-
lent six-year, anti-foreigner
Assam  Agitation, pro-
mised appropriate consti-
tutional, legislative, and
administrative safeguards
to protect, preserve, and
promote the cultural, so-
cial, and linguistic identity
and heritage of the Assa-
mese people.
Representatives of the
government and the AASU
held the third round of dis-
cussions on Clause 6 on Sa-
turday. Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa  Sarma
chaired the meeting.
“...Both the Assam go-
vernment and the AASU
reached consensus on
most State-level recom-
mendations of the high-le-
vel committee, with a new
review committee to be

|
Himanta Biswa Sarma

formed for timely imple-
mentation,” a statement
from the CMO read.

The Union Home Minis-
try appointed the high-le-
vel panel in February
2020. Headed by retired
Gauhati High Court judge
Biplab Kumar Sarma, it
was tasked with suggesting
ways to implement the
provisions of the touchy
Clause 6.

“The AASU sought the
formation of a committee
to monitor the implemen-
tation of the recommenda-
tions,” Assam Accord Im-
plementation  Minister
Atul Bora, who also heads
the eight-member sub-
committee, said.

The sub-committee sub-
mitted its report during Sa-
turday’s meeting.

‘Consensus on most recommendations
of Assam Accord panel’

3T FHSNAT O-d 1 i
R iven ww ggafar

o The Assam government and the All Assam
Students’ Union (AASU) have reached a consensus
on “most recommendations” of a panel to implement
Clause 6 of the Assam Accord of 1985, the Chief
Minister's O ce (CMO) said.

Y WHR R 3 3H TSy AT (AASU) A
1985 & T THSNA P T 6 P! AN IR & Q1T
ST O Bt MBI R IR Feafd s e g,
g THHR THA Hrafad (CMo) 3 &

° Clause 6 of the peace deal, which ended the
violent six-year, anti-foreigner Assam Agitation,
promised appropriate constitutional, legislative,
and administrative safeguards to protect,
preserve, and promote the cultural, social, and
linguistic identity and heritage of the Assamese
people.

39 i THeid & Ferd 6, o o8 uid dd feus
TH TG HI TAT {3, 7 sraftrr ant &t
Fivgpaw, ArTfore iR HITs Ugard d faRmd o
T&T, TREUT 3R e & fory Iuged Haene,
faurft ofk y=mafere gRam < &1 areT far ol
. Representatives of the government and the
AASU held the third round of discussions on
Clause 6 on Saturday.

TWHR 3R AASU & UfafAfat 3 Ifar &) Fare 6
TR R ER &t =i a1

o Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
chaired the meeting.

IoF B g Teay fewda favar arur 3 31|
. “...Both the Assam government and the
AASU reached consensus on most State-level
recommendations of the high-level committee,
with a new review committee to be formed for
timely implementation,” a statement from the CMO
read.

“...3TH PR 3R AASU 7 gTE-aad BRI Bt
3T Iog- TR RpRE W) geafa a1 7, iR
I R foharaeH & foe ts -5 g a6t 971

St a8 CMO & 599 H el TR
. The Union !-Iome Ministry appoir}ted the high-level panel in February 2020.
FEH T8 WATAT A BRaS! 2020 T 39 gIe-dad OAd ! FAgfad @ o

e Headed by retired Gauhati High Court judge Biplab Kumar Sarma, it was tasked
with suggesting ways to implement the provisions of the touchy Clause 6.
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ULFA(]) suffers
setback as
atop leader
surrenders

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Paresh Baruah faction
of the banned United Lib-
eration Front of Asom, or
ULFA (Independent), suf-
fered a setback when one
of its top leaders surren-
dered before troops of the
paramilitary Assam Rifles
on the Myanmar border on
Sunday.

The self-styled ‘major-
general’ Arunodoi Dohu-
tia, alias Bijit Gogoi, one of
the last extremists from the
northeastern region to
have been trained in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan by
the Afghan Mujahideen
and Inter Services Intelli-
gence almost five decades
ago, has been a close aide
of ULFA(D) chief Paresh Ba-
ruah. Officials said he and
his PSO, Francis Axom,
surrendered at Pangsau
Pass in Arunachal Pradesh.
The two are likely to be
brought to Guwahati.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma dismissed the
speculation that the extre-
mist leader would be taken
to New Delhi for the ongo-
ing peace process.

“What 1 know is that
they are not going to Delhi.
They will stay in Tinsukia
and may come to Guwahati
to meet the Director Gen-
eral of Police. The Assam
government has no plans
to take them to Delhi,” the
Chief  Minister told
journalists.

Futile conversation

He said any discussion
with the ULFA would be
held with Baruah, stating
that there was no point in
talking to others. He noted
that Baruah was not keen
on engaging in talks on the
Indian government’s
terms.

Dohutia, reportedly in-
volved in several subver-
sive activities, including at-
tacks on Army camps in
eastern Assam in 2023 and
2024, was a high-value tar-
get for the Assam police
and Central security agen-
cies. Apart from strategis-
ing operations, he was
handling the outfit’s
communications.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

aTg TareIe! I g & AR fawdd $UR It 3t sreerm arell 59 9fifd
! G Fale 6 & WU B AR B P dRIh BT YA &1 BT B iaT 747 4T
“The AASU sought the formation of a committee to monitor the implementation of the
recommendations,” Assam Accord Implementation Minister Atul Bora, who also
heads the eight-member subcommittee, said.

“AASU A RITRET & fobarag= & FRRTHT & forT U aififa o= ot /it &1, 3|
TrEiT foraraae Tt Srge dRT A HaT, S 376 Wewig Iu-afifa & g of g
The sub-committee submitted its report during Saturday’s meeting.

IU-IAS A UGR &) 95% & GRM U=t KU IRdd P11

ULFA(l) suffers setback as a top leader surrenders

ULFA(l) ® gicaT, i |ar 3 far smeraador

The Paresh Baruah faction of the banned United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA),
or ULFA (Independent), suffered a setback when one of its top leaders surrendered
before troops of the paramilitary Assam Rifles on the Myanmar border on Sunday.
| The 3T 39H (ULFA) a7 ULFA Ef8Usc) & wRaART

T3 I DI I9 FTHT A o1d $9D MY Aaqrsit § ¥ U A AR B iR G R
3RAH ASHEH & S & JH ATETHI 3 fa

The self-styled ‘major-general’ Arunodoi Dohutia, alias Bijit Gogoi, one of the last
extremists from the northeastern region to have been trained in Afghanistan and
Pakistan by the Afghan Mujahideen and Inter Services Intelligence almost five
decades ago, has been a close aide of ULFA(I) chief Paresh Baruah.

ST YorTedle 3R IS1 gRT SMBIMf=ar 3R urferar & uiRifed Sw-qd &
3ifom Iuarfedt ® ¥ Ud &, ULFA(l) TR TRA SRS & Hal 38 7 1

Officials said he and his PSO, Francis Axom, surrendered at Pangsau Pass in
Arunachal Pradesh.

SRAHIRGT = gl fh I IR I7d PSO Wik 3H&fi = SRUTEd YR & UiTs
U H gAY fasa|

The two are likely to be brought to Guwahati.

ST &1 T@TETY AT S Bl FHTE 3 |

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma dismissed the speculation that the extremist
leader would be taken to New Delhi for the ongoing peace process.

g fevid fovar TREr A 59 siewd & @RS &R 16T fob STArd! AT &I I g1
1ifa wfshan & fore =15 feeett o S siem

“What | know is that they are not going to Delhi. They will stay in Tinsukia and may
come to Guwahati to meet the Director General of Police. The Assam government
has no plans to take them to Delhi,” the Chief Minister told journalists.

TR TR A 3 focelt 76t o 38 1 3 famgferar o @7 ok yfery meiemie | fiem
TETETE! 31T Thd & | 3T IRBR BT 3% feai! o o &1 blg W el 8,” Teawst 3
USRI § gl

Futile conversation

g ST

He said any discussion with the ULFA would be held with Baruah, stating that there
was no point in talking to others.

I8 HET b ULFA & T1Y ol oft STl o1 GRRT dhaet aveaiT e 81T 31k geii
ST A Bl BIS Haas el 8|

He noted that Baruah was not keen on engaging in talks on the Indian
government’s terms.

I8 el i T3 YRANT TR Y el R SIid & 355 81 8|
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e Dohutia, reportedly involved in several subversive activities, including attacks on
Army camps in eastern Assam in 2023 and 2024, was a high-value target for the
Assam police and Central security agencies.

g, S S ¥ U 9§ o8 fageaer nfafaftr # e 9, S 2023 3iv 2024
o gdf e & 1 RfaRT R gHe 2t €, 3 ferd iR Heig gRem THR[T & g
T BlR-d cRAlC 3|

o Apart from strategising operations, he was handling the outfit's communications.

STYRIHT BT UM S & AT, I8 W13 & SRR o SUTE 36 o
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